Purpose in Your Heart!

Daniel 1

Introduction

1. We are called to be holy and without blame (Eph. 1:4).

2. We are told to not fulfill the lusts of the flesh but to have the fruit of the spirit (Gal. 5:16-25).

3. When we obeyed the gospel we made a commitment (Rom. 6:4 – walk in newness of life).

I. Purpose in Your Heart to Obey God...

“But Daniel purposed in his heart...” (v. 8)

A. Daniel Made a Purpose!

· Purposed (heb: sum siym, soom seem – to put, appoint, commit, determine.)

B. Everything was in effect decided for Daniel.

· Daniel 3:13-21 (Daniel's friends not going to serve other gods, fiery furnace)

· Joshua 24:14-27 (Decided to serve God, so no sin or serving other gods)

C. The same is demanded of a Christian.

· Christian – follower of Christ [become a Christian, decide (purpose) to obey/follow Him]

· Col. 3:1-4

· 1 Cor. 11:1 “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.”

· James 1:12-15 (Sin comes from our own desires, if we nip it at the bud it won't grow into sin.)

· enticed (deleazo, del-eh-ad-zo) – to entrap, delude(mislead mind or judgment).

II. ...And God Will Look Out For You...

 “God brought Daniel into favor and goodwill of the chief of eunuchs...” (v. 9)

A. God makes it possible to not sin. 

· 1 Cor. 10:1-13 (Old testament examples so we should not lust)

· Job (God is in control) 1:12; 2:6

B. He guarantees it is always possible to serve Him.

· Rom. 8:35-39 (even if Dan. Hadn't been in goodwill with eunuch, he could have still not defiled himself) 

· If we purpose in our heart to serve God, nothing can stop us. (It's our decision.)

III. ...And God Will Bless You!

“he(Nebuchadnezzar) found them ten times better...” (v. 20)

A. Serving God is beneficial!

· Matt. 6:31-33 (God provides for His children)

· Ecc. 12:13 (True happiness is found in serving God)

· All of Ecclesiastes talks of the vanity of life. Solomon trying to find happiness in physical gains, but finds the purpose of life is to serve God.

B. He has promised us eternity in Heaven!

· Phil. 3:12-4:1

· (4:1 – “stand fast in the Lord” this is only found in serving God) (requires a purposed heart)

Conclusion

1. We made a promise, a commitment!

2. If we purpose in our hearts to not defile ourselves with sin it will be easier to keep the promise!

3. Purpose in your heart to serve God no matter what!

Purpose in your heart to obey God and He will look out for you and He will bless you!

