Hell – A Reality

Introduction

1. Christians have a hope of heaven.

2. We should all be happy, looking forward to the day we join our Lord and Savior.

3. However, we should not forget about hell.

4. It is real, and if we don't obey God we will end up there for eternity. 

I. Hell – A Place


A. It's existence is recognized. It's location is described.

· Psalm 139:7-8 (God's knowledge and omnipresence: make bed as opposed to ascend)

· Isa. 14:9 (Fall of king of Babylon: beneath)

· Matt. 5:22 (Jesus warns about hell.)

· Mark 9:42-48 (Jesus warns again. Hell – a place to go to, to be cast into.)


B. It has unlimited space.

· Prov. 27:20

· Matt. 7:13-14; 21-23 (MANY)

II. Hell – A Punishment


A. It's a separation from God.

God is missing. I can no longer feel His presence. In life, even during the times I had turned away from Him, I knew He was nearby. Always waiting, always willing to forgive me and take me back. Now He is gone. He has placed us here and left us for ever, forgotten and alone.

· 2 Thes. 1:7-9 (from, meaning away. Absence of God.)

· 1 John 1:5 (no darkness in God) and so there will be eternal separation from Him in hell because hell is described as a place of darkness (Matt. 25:30).


B. It's a prepared place for a prepared people.

· Matt. 25:41

· Rom. 6:16 (Slave of sin, then you're preparing yourself for hell.)

· 2 Cor. 5:10 (Our works reflect what we are preparing for, heaven or hell.)


C. This punishment is eternal.

· Matt. 25:31-46 (A scene of the judgment day.)

· Matt. 18:8

· Jude 5-7 (Warning against apostasy.)

· Rev. 14:9-11 (The punishment of worshiping the beast.)

III. Hell – A Motivation 


Obeying God to go to Heaven, or not go to hell, or both. Selfish? No. As long as we're obedient and 
have love, it won't matter to God. (He just commands our obedience.)

· Matt. 10:28 

· Matt. 13:36-43 (Parable of tares explained.)

· Matt. 3:12 (John the baptist speaking to the pharisees and sadducees.)

· Luke 16:19-31 (Rich man in torments.)

May we all escape eternal condemnation. This alone is sufficient reason to serve God!

Conclusion

1. Just as Heaven is real, so is hell!

2. Hell is a reasonable punishment for disobedience.

3. Hell should be warned about!

4. Hell is waiting...

· Just make sure it's not waiting for you.

