Why Stop the Chariot?
Acts 8:26-39
“So he commanded the chariot to stand still.” (v. 38)
Why stop the chariot if…

I. …There are specific people chosen before time to be saved?

A. Predestination (wrong view)

· God chose certain men before time to be lost or saved.

· We do not have a choice in the matter. 

· No matter what you do, you are already either lost or saved.

B. Biblical Predestination
· Romans 2:11 “For there is no partiality with God.”

· (Eph. 1:3-6) – Those in a specific place are chosen (Christ).
· (2 Tim. 2:10) – Those IN Christ are the elect.
· (Gal. 3:26-29) – This is a CHOICE!

· If preaching Christ is preaching you don’t have a choice, then why stop the chariot?

II. …We can be saved by simply believing in Christ?

A. Believing is necessary.

· Mark 16:16
· Acts 16:31(Philippian jailer); Romans 10:9
B. Belief (faith) alone cannot save.

· Mark 16:16; “He who eats food and digests it will live; he who does not eat food will die.”
· If it were true all would be saved (Rom. 14:11).
· James 2:20-26 
· 2:23 – believed God’s promise; Gen. 22:9-12 – Now I know you fear God.
· If the eunuch was saved by simply believing (Acts 8:37) then why stop the chariot?

III. …We can be saved by sprinkling or pouring water on our heads?
A. Baptism Defined – baptizo – to make whelmed (that is, fully wet).
· Baptism is immersion in water. (FULLY WET)
· Sprinkling/pouring does not make fully wet.
· Sprinkling/pouring by definition is not baptism.
· Also why does the scripture say they “went down into the water?”

· The eunuch was a man of importance. (Acts 8:27-28)
· Surly he had water with him on the journey!
· Long journey from Jerusalem to Ethiopia: 1593.3 miles
· Why didn’t they use that water! It wasn’t enough.
· John 3:22-23 – much water!
B. What is Baptism to God? 
· 1 Pet. 3:21
· Babies cannot make an “answer of a good conscience toward God.”

· If baptism is accomplished by sprinkling or pouring then why stop the chariot?
IV. Why you need to stop the chariot today…

A. Baptism is a MUST!
· Saul. (Acts 9:6; 22:16)
· Must Dei – necessary
B. There is no time to delay! 

· Matt. 24:42-44 – Will come as a thief.
· Mark 13:32 – Nobody but the Father knows when.
· Luke 12:16-21 – Rich man. (Stop what you are doing (the chariot) and obey God!)
C. Jesus commands you to!

· Acts 17:30-31 – Commands men to repent.
