Is God Self-Centered? 
· First thought would be ‘no He isn’t!’ 
· He created man... then…
· He sent His Son to die for us (cf. John 3:16).
· He had a plan for us from the beginning (cf. Ephesians 1 – “before the foundation of the world”).
· Self-Centeredness is sinful! God cannot sin!
· Jesus said, “you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve” (Matt. 4:10). It is wrong for man to accept worship. But Jesus (God in flesh) accepted worship.
· It’s wrong for us to accept praise and be self-centered, but is it for God?
I. God IS Self-Centered! It’s all about Him!
A. In Creation (Psalm 148): He created man in HIS image. (Genesis 1:26-27)
· He made man as good (1:31; Ecclesiastes 7:29).
· His purpose was for man to be like Him (Romans 8:29; Hebrews 1:3).
· This brings God glory! (Matt. 5:16 – when man is fulfilling his purpose)
· Abide in the vine and bear fruit! (John 15:5-8 – bearing fruit brings God glory)
B. In the Scheme of redemption.
· Ephesians 1:3-14 (spiritual blessings in Christ)
· (v. 3-5)
· (v. 6) – “to the praise of the glory of HIS grace”
· (v. 7-11)
· (v. 12) – “to the praise of HIS glory”
· (v. 13)
· (v. 14) – “to the praise of HIS glory”
· Romans 11:19-21, 23, 30-36 (He has made know to us so we can glorify Him)
C. In the Church.
· Ephesians 1:22-23, 4:6 (fills all in all) He doesn’t need anything, He is full. The church is the fullness of Him! The church represents Christ! What does it accomplish? 
· 3:10-11 (His wisdom is seen in the perfect plan accomplished through Christ – That God might be in fellowship with imperfect man), 20-21 (the church brings Him Glory!)
D. When He comes again.
· Phil. 1:6, 10; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 (when He comes…to be GLORIFIED!)
· This day is about Him!
· Glorified in His saints – in their being conformed to His image, in His power and ability to save them, in their maturity in His word.
· Admired among believers – we can only imagine His appearance. When faith becomes sight, we will be amazed, and wonder at who He is and what He has done for us.
E. For all eternity.
· Revelation 7:9-17 – the sealed of God will praise Him forever! (While we receive a reward it is still about Him for eternity.)

II. Our lives should be God centered! 
A. We need to examine His word to know how to glorify Him!
· Romans 3:23 (all have failed to glorify God as they should); 6:23, 4(baptism to walk in newness of life)
· 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (live for Him!)
B. We are for Him! All we do should be to His glory! (1 Corinthians 8:4-6 – “we FOR Him”)(NASV – inserts the word ‘exist’ – “we exist for Him”)
· Romans 12:1-2 (living sacrifice)
· 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – glorify God; Romans 6:12-13 – to God
· You aren’t for yourself, you’re for God!
· (eating meat offered to idols is lawful. But “let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being.” V. 24) So do all for His glory – 1 Corinthians 10:31 (if does not glorify God, don’t do it)(if you are seeking your own, you are not glorifying God)
Conclusion
· God is self-centered.
· Everything is for the purpose of glorifying Him. He made it that way.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]When we come to grips with that we can live a full life that is pleasing to Him.
