Scriptural Fellowship
What does scripture say that fellowship is?
I. Introduction: The Problem.
A. Adopting denominational vernacular.
· There are dangers that exist with adopting denominational lingo. 
· There has been a problem that has existed within the church for a while with using Calvinistic language.
· We don’t always mean what they mean. However, it is dangerous. 
· Example: Grace – the bible uses this to show God’s action of forgiveness to those who don’t deserve it.
· Calvinists use it in an unbiblical fashion. They proclaim that grace is an umbrella that covers us from God. He doesn’t see our sin, instead He sees Christ’s righteousness that is transferred to us.
· The bible does not teach this. It sounds appealing, and for that reason is adopted by some Christians.
· Same problem exists with the word fellowship. 
B. Denominational fellowship.
· Koinonia – partnership, participation, interaction.
· In bible has reference to spiritual things.
· Denominations take this and apply it to social aspects.
· Having fellowship at a party at someone’s house.
· Fellowship in playing a game, eating, and socializing.
· Attribute this kind of fellowship to scriptural fellowship. However, it is not.
· Christians are using that word in the same way.
· Scriptural fellowship is not eating together or playing together.
· You hear it in prayers.
· Prevalent among the youth at summer camps. – “Thank you God for allowing us to fellowship with one another.” (Talking about spiritual things? No, social things.)
C. Shifts focus away from spiritual to physical.
· Born of this is the social gospel.
· We have to cater to the physical/social needs of the saints.
· We must supply them with food – fellowship hall.
· Having fellowship in the fellowship hall, but what about the worship assembly?
· Leaking into the church.
· Youth lectureships that cater to social needs.
· A week that is focused on bringing young people together to interact with each other.
· Instead of rich, scriptural teaching there is joke and storytelling.
· More of a motivational speech than anything.
· Most only come to participate in activities after worship anyway.
This all can come from a misunderstanding of what scripture says about fellowship.
II. What is scriptural fellowship?
Divine definition – 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
· Righteousness with Lawlessness; Light with Darkness; Christ with Belial; Believer with Unbeliever; Temple of God with Idols
· These are polar opposites. 
· Words that join them unacceptably.
· Fellowship – metoche – participation.
· Shared purposes and activities? – Righteousness and lawlessness don’t share the same purpose or activities.
· Communion – koinonia – partnership, intercourse.
· Companionship or intimate partnership? 
· Light and darkness don’t get along. They can’t exist together.
· Accord – symphonesis – concord
· Harmony or agreement or alliance?
· Belial – worthless or wicked; name of Satan.
· Christ is not in alliance with a wicked person or Satan.
· Part – meris – a portion, share or participation.
· Take part in or share? – Believers do not participate with unbelievers. They don’t share together in the same.
· Agreement – sygkatathesis – deposition in company, approval.
· Union? – The temple of God is not a place for idols. There is no union there.
· These things together are considered to be “unequally yoked.” They don’t have anything in common. Fellowship is a sum total of fellowship, communion, accord, part, and agreement in spiritual things.
· Fellowship would be between individuals that do have fellowship, communion, accord, part, and agreement with one another.
· What are the boundaries of fellowship in scripture? 
III. Who has fellowship with who?
A. God with man. (2 Corinthians 6:16-18 – “be separate…and I will receive you” Fellowship with God is conditional.)
· John 14:5-7  1 John 1:1-4
· Nobody can be in fellowship with God without Christ. 
· He is the way – straight and narrow that leads the right direction.
· He is the truth – the only truth that can only be known through God.
· He is the life – life eternal that had no beginning (cf. John 1:1).
· “that you may have fellowship” – The knowledge of Christ is necessary to have fellowship with God, and each other.
· Christ is God revealed.
· Not just the knowledge of His existence, but the knowledge of the way to the Father.
· “we have seen…we declare to you” – Christ is the incarnate word. That is why He is the way, truth, life. To have fellowship with God we must know the word, which is only possible by revelation through the apostolic doctrine. They saw it, we didn’t.
· Fellowship with God is conditional upon obedience to His word!
· John 17:20-26 (Jesus’ prayer for all believers after prayer for disciples)
· “believe in Me through their word”
· Through the apostles doctrine we have fellowship with Christ and God.
· Christ “declared to [us] [God’s] name”
· A name represents all someone is, believes, teaches (cf. Colossians 3:17).
· This is necessary for us to have the Love of God in us and Christ in us. To have fellowship with them.
· 1 John 1:5-7; 2:28-29
· Fellowship with the Father exists when we are walking in the light, and practicing righteousness.
B. Man with man.
· 2 John 9-11
· Once again, those who abide in the doctrine of Christ have fellowship with Him and God.
· Those who are in fellowship with God are not to have fellowship with those who do not have fellowship with God, i.e. those who do not bring the doctrine of Christ.
· If you do, you “share in his evil deeds.”
· Our fellowship with each other is dependent on our fellowship with Christ.
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· Fellowship with one another is possible through our individual fellowship with God.
· 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 – What about fellowship, communion, accord, part, and agreement between those of like precious faith? When does this occur?
· In worship – Acts 20:7 (LS and Preaching); Ephesians 5:19/Colossians 3:16 (singing); 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (contribution)
· In benevolence – Philippians 4:15
· Shared – koinōneō – to share with others; to have fellowship.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Being a part of the body – Galatians 3:26-29; Acts 2:47; Ephesians 1:22-23
Conclusion
1. Fellowship is something we share with regard to spiritual things.
2. The bible never speaks of the fellowship of the saints as being in physical things.
3. We must watch how we use this word.


