Forgetting Eternity
Falling Short of the Rest
Introduction
1. The finite mind of man cannot fully comprehend his own everlasting spiritual nature.
2. All God knows is eternity while all man fully knows is physicality/mortality. This is where the faith of man comes into play.
a. “must believe that He is” (Hebrews 11:6) – Calls to the attention everything about God that He has revealed to us. His power, nature, love, eternity, etc.
b. “and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6) – He has the capability to give eternal life. On the flip side, He has the capability to give eternal punishment, i.e. spiritual death.
c. Both points have the concept of remembering eternity. Keeping perspective.
3. It is generally when man “Forgets Eternity” that he apostatizes from the free gift of salvation.

I. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Nature of God and Man
A. God is without beginning or end. (Spiritual being)
· Genesis 1:1; Psalm 90:2; Revelation 1:8; John 8:57-58
· God has always been and always will be. He is not restricted in any way by time (cf. 2 Peter 5:8 – “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”).
· John 4:24 – God is Spirit; Acts 17:29; Genesis 1:2 – Spirit of God.
· God is not affected by physical things. He is purely spiritual.
· Man, however, is spiritual, but has a physical segment of life (Which ultimately decides his everlasting spiritual dwelling place).
B. Man is with beginning, without end. (Spiritual being – created initially with physical body, is a tent)
· Genesis 1:26 (God is Spirit, Man is made with spirit that lasts forever)
· Man has an everlasting fate: salvation or destruction (cf. Romans 2:6-9).
· Even from the beginning the physical body was meant as a temporary dwelling.
· 2 Peter 1:14 – “shortly I must put off my tent”
C. The difference can cause us to lose perspective.
· 1 John 2:15-17 (Things in the world that are “lust” – a longing/desire); 2:24-25 (Importance is placed on the promise – salvation)
· The false doctrine of the antichrist appeals to the lusts in v. 15-17. 
· The lusts (or things in the world) are passing away.
· However, those obedient to truth abide forever.
· He is calling to their attention the reality of the situation. The encouragement to adhere to those things that are eternal rather than the things that are temporary.

If one forgets about the reality of eternity, the concept of sins being forgiven at the point of obedience to the gospel isn’t as important or meaningful to the individual. Therefore continued obedience to the gospel through trials and or tribulations isn’t as appealing, for there is no longer a recognition of eternal reward.
II. Calling Eternity to Remembrance. (2 Peter 3)
· Chapter 1 (summary for context)
· (v. 2-4) – We have partaken of the divine nature. Given precious promises. Escaped the corruption in the world. 
· (v. 5-11) – Add upon your faith to make your call and election sure. Those who do not grow/add forget the value they have in Christ (i.e. forgiveness of sins).
· (v. 12-15) – Peter sees importance in reminding them even though they are established in the truth. His death is imminent, and he wants them to remember even after his decease.
· (v. 16-21) – His writing is valuable because he is an eyewitness of Christ. The prophetic word is valid because it is from God. The things spoken about by the word of God through the apostles and prophets will occur. 
· Chapter 2 (summary for context)
· (v. 1-2) – There were false prophets, and now false teachers.
· (v. 3-11) – The false teachers will be punished. Examples of God following up on His promise of punishment and reward.
· Noah rewarded/flood destroyed wicked.
· Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed/Lot delivered.
· (v. 12-17) – False teachers are those who know the righteous way but turn away from it due to their appetite for carnal things.
· (v. 18-22) – They try to allure you by appealing to the lusts of the flesh. They offer freedom when they are really themselves in the bondage of corruption. They, having know the righteous way and turned from it, are like dogs returning to their vomit and pigs being cleaned returning to the mire.
· Chapter 3 (Read)
· (v. 1-2) – His purpose of the epistle was to remind them of the word spoken by God through the Apostles and Prophets.
· These things they already know. Peter sees importance in reminding them less they lose perspective. 
· We know things, but when they are brought to our immediate attention they provoke thought, and cause us to gain a better grasp on our situation (living godly lives).
· The specific point he is making has to do with v. 7, that there has been a promise by God through prophecy and apostolic doctrine that the disobedient will be punished.
· (v. 3-7) – Scoffers will be blinded by their lusts from the reality of God’s faithfulness to His promises.
· They take the longsuffering of God as evidence that He isn’t coming.
· They fail to remember other promises that He kept.
· We must never forget that God has already fulfilled promises. The ones that remain are kept by the same word (v. 7).
· (v. 8-9) – God is not measured or limited by time. We can’t judge His longsuffering as failure to keep a promise.
· “Forgetting Eternity” causes us to lose perspective on God’s promise.
· In the grand scheme of things it hasn’t been that long at all.
· Our physical life on earth is just a small fraction of the reality of eternity. Physical life is all we can fully comprehend. Born, live, die.
· We can’t forget that there is more to it.
· Any delay is for our benefit (v. 9).
· (v. 10-13) – The day that has been promised will arrive. So live like it is a fact, and not like it is an uncertainty.
· We must recognize that the Day will indeed come.
· This reality should push us to further godliness and holy conduct (v. 11).
· We look for these things to occur knowing that also the positive promises will come with them (i.e. salvation) (v. 13 – the promise of the inheritance, heaven).
· (v. 14-18) – In looking forward to the second coming of the Lord we should be diligent and remain steadfast.
· The longsuffering of the Lord should not be viewed as negative. It should be viewed as salvation – another chance to get right with God before it’s too late.
· However, like he has already described, some take this longsuffering, along with other teachings of scripture, and twist them to their destruction.
· Something good such as the longsuffering of God can be turned into something devastating for us if we are not careful. 
· Beware! Don’t lose perspective. Don’t fall back into the evil that you were saved from. Grow! Be steadfast!
· We must be careful to maintain perspective.
· Our time on this earth is temporary. The day WILL come when our eternal fate is decided.
