The Cost of Christianity
Introduction
1. Nothing about Christianity is free.
2. There are costs we have to count.
3. Christianity cost God something, it cost Christ something, and it cost us something.

I. Cost God His Son 
· John 3:16 – He gave His only Son.
· Ephesians 1 – All spiritual blessings are IN Christ; 2:1-10 – We, sinners, received grace from God by the giving of His son.
· Romans 5:8 – WHILE we were sinners God sent His Son. Knowing He would be killed.
II. Cost Jesus His Life 
· Hebrews 2:9 – Came to earth to die.
· Philippians 2:5-11 – Left the form of God to come in the likeness of men! Left an incorruptible spiritual body to take on a fragile physical one.
· 1 Peter 2:21-25 – Christ suffered without any resistance. He did this for man. It was a cost of Christianity.
If Christianity cost God and His Son something, it surely will cost us something. We must know what we are signing up for. We must count the cost.
III. Costs man… 
A. Forsaking of all.
· Luke 14:25-33 – Christ must always come first. We must not let physical relationships get in our way.
· This is ultimately a life of sacrifice toward God – Romans 12:1
B. Self-denial.
· Matthew 16:24-27 – Following Christ requires a carrying of a burden. It requires complete dedication.
C. [bookmark: _GoBack]Life of work. 
· Philippians 2:12-16 – A Christian’s life is one of good works. It is not idle. This is accomplished in holding fast the word of life through obedience.
· Ephesians 2:10 – We are created for good works.
D. Life of teaching. 
· Acts 8:4 – Christians taught others. 
· Matthew 28:18 – An order given to the apostles which is also given to us.
· Hebrews 5:12-14 – The point is that they should have already been teachers. This takes time and effort.
E. Life of suffering.
· 2 Timothy 3:12 – It is inevitable that you will suffer as a Christian.
· 1 Peter 4:1-2, 12-16 – Suffering is required for the Christian. It is something we should rejoice in.
F. Life of seeking first the kingdom. 
· Matthew 6:33 – It is very possible to get caught up in all the worries of life. We must always keep perspective. 
· 1 Timothy 4:8 – The spiritual is always more important than the physical.

