Children of the Bondwoman or Free?
Galatians 4
Introduction
1. Purpose: To show the state of Jews/Gentiles before Christ, and their state after Christ died. To show which covenant offered them freedom from the bondage of sin.
2. The problem: Judaizers had influenced the Galatians to turn to the old law (1:7; 2:4).
3. If the law's purpose was justification/righteousness then Christ's death was vain (2:21).
4. Justification by faith (3:8), curse by law redeemed by Christ (3:10, 13), inheritance by promise (3:18), law was temp. tutor (3:19, 24), heirs acc. to promise (3:29).
I. No different than a slave (4:1-7).
A. Before Christ you were no different than a slave. (4:1-3)
· Prior to Christ bondage.
· Until his father decides the time, the heir is subject to guardians and stewards.
· "tutor" (3:24) - an individual with the responsibility of caring for and disciplining a child. (This was the standing under the old law.)
· Before becoming Christians (i.e. children) they were under the old law (Jews) or involved in pagan religions (gentiles). For this reason they were in bondage.
B. Christ redeemed them (4:4-7).
· When the time had come that God decided to send Christ to redeem them from the law they became sons through Christ.
· By His revelation of His will toward us through the HS we have a new found relationship with Him as sons.
II. False teachers true intentions (4:8-20).
A. What they were, what they are, and what they're turning back to. (4:8-11)
· A call to the former Gentiles.
· They did not know God! - they had an ignorance about God (cf. Acts 17 - Paul on Mars hill, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD...)
· Because of this they served idols! ("something shaped by art and man's devising" Acts 17:29)
· A call to their present selves as sons and heirs.
· They know God - He revealed His will, they know where salvation is.
· God knows them - God claims them as His people! Before they were once not a people but are now God's people (cf. 1 Peter 2:10).
· A call to where they're going.
· Back to the bondage!
· beggarly - a poor person who begs because he has nothing. (The old law had nothing to offer them. Under it they are poor! And weak!)
· Paul's purpose was to save their souls. However, they were in danger of losing their souls.
· They were observing days, months, seasons, and years religiously, as if it pertained to salvation.
· This would mean Paul's labor was in vain.
B. Judiazers zeal and Paul's zeal. (4:12-20)
· Paul calls their attention to the fact that he set aside everything he had gained in the old law to minister to the gentiles (cf. Philippians 3:2-7).
· Now they should be willing to do the same.
· When he came to them he was suffering with some infirmity and they treated him kindly.
· When he first came they regarded it as a blessing! Had they forgot that?
· They would have helped him even to the point of injuring themselves! 
· Yet now, as implied, their disposition had changed just because Paul was rebuking them.
· The Judiazers were zealous to minister to the Galatians to gain their favor.
· However, their motives were impure. They wanted to put them at opposition toward Paul.
· Paul mentions that it is good to be zealous in good things.
· He rebukes them again by showing they should be zealous about good things even when he isn't there.
· Paul is having to cater to them continually because they are still not yet mature, and he was deeply concerned about their spiritual well being.
III. Children of the free woman (4:21-31)!
A. Look at what the law says about the two covenants! (4:21-27)
· Abraham had two sons.
· From Hagar (bondwoman), from Sarah (Free)
· Ishmael (Hagar - flesh), Isaac (Sarah - promise) - Genesis 16:2; 18:10
· Symbolic - Hagar's son = old cov.(bondage) Sarah's son = new cov.(free)
· Earthly Jerusalem vs. Heavenly Jerusalem
· All that happened regarding the two covenants and the fact that the new was free and the old was not was prophesied by Isaiah. 
· The things Paul was discussing was the fulfillment of that prophecy.
B. Where do Christians stand in regard to these things? (4:28-31)
· Christians are children of promise!
· This pertains to the new law, not the law of Moses!
· Paul calls the taunting of Ishmael persecution.
· Even so the Jews still conforming to the old law persecute Christians!
· This is what the Judiazers intend to do.
· Sarah's words were symbolic as well.
· Jews will not inherit salvation. Christians will.
· Christians should not tolerate the mockery and persecution of the Jews.
· Children of the free!
· Turning back to the old law is turning back to bondage!
Conclusion
1. The Gentiles became sons of God through Christ under the new covenant.
2. Before they were in bondage.
3. Turning back to the old law would mean bondage and losing their souls.
4. Applications for us: Our salvation is by promise! Not works of merit! Also, we should never get hateful or up in arms when someone is simply teaching the truth! (4:16)
