God’s Expectations For Our Speech

(Expected to refrain from… Expected to be seasoned with…)

Introduction

1. The bible speaks of the tongue as a little member that can cause a lot of damage. (cf. James 3:1-12)
2. With help from God we can control our speech. (cf. Psalm 141:3)
3. Our tongue is capable of making manifest our heart to men. (cf. Mark 7:20-23).
4. As Christians, God has set forth expectations for our speech. We must strive each and every day to be toeing the line of His standard.

· No Corrupt Communication (Ephesians 4:29)
· Included in putting away the old man is changing our speech!

· Profanity, crude speech, sexual innuendo, lies, etc.; all of these would constitute “corrupt” or rotten words.  We should seek to build up, not tear down.

· Colossians 3:8 – The world’s language falls under this category of filthy. Do we stand out from the world?

· Lay Aside Evil Speaking (1 Peter 2:1-3)

· “Evil Speaking” – (katalalia) Defamation, backbiting.Literally, to speak against
· Once again this was characteristic of our old life. We must get rid of it!
· If we hold on to these things, it will impede our growth as a Christian. 
· Amongst brethren we are to seek to do good to each other, not speak evil of (cf. Galatians 6:10).
· Speak the Lord’s Will (Jeremiah 20:7-9)

· Jeremiah was not popular for doing this. However, it was necessary and he followed through!

· Whatever we speak needs to be in accord with God’s will! (cf. Colossians 3:17).

· Praise God (Psalm 105:1-3)
· How often do we praise God? Only when we come to church?

· God is worthy of praise continually for who He is and what He has done!

· Proclaim His Blessings (Mark 5:18-20)

· After Jesus cast the demon out of the man he wanted to be with Him.

· Jesus told him to go and tell of what He had accomplished for the man!

· God receives glory when we tell others of His blessings.

· Speak Faithfully and Accurately (2 Timothy 3:16-4:5)

· God’s word is meant to stay the same. It should not be altered in any way.

· In telling someone what they want to hear, rather than telling them what God says, we are a disservice to them.

· Speak the Truth to your Neighbor (Ephesians 4:24-25)
· Truth and honesty are expected of a Christian.

· The body cannot function properly with dishonesty!

