Married For Life, With One Exception

A consideration of God’s marriage law.

“Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” – Matthew 19:6

Introduction

1. The purpose of such a lesson:

· NOT to seek to put restrictions on anyone.

· NOT to cause someone to be unhappy.

· Lessons in general, like this, are, and should be, out of love.

· Nobody should ever encourage sin. This lesson is intended to inform about God’s law so we can better follow it.

2. False doctrine, and misconception, on MDR has caused many souls to be lost. 

3. This lesson deals with the general, and basic doctrine on the subject in the bible.

4. There are several false doctrines on the subject that need to be dealt with, but this lesson is a primer for such future considerations.

I. God’s Marriage Law

A. One man, one woman for life.

· Genesis 2:21-24; Matthew 19:3-6
· Before ever discussing this topic, we must first recognize that God never intended marriage to be temporary.

· Notice verse 8, “but from the beginning it was not so.”
· Becoming one flesh joins a union between husband and wife. That unity is not to be compromised. Sexual and symbolic of the bond.

· God hates divorce! – Malachi 2:16
· Something that God hates is not an option!

· Jesus’ initial response was marriage for life!

· Even when divorce is permitted because of fornication it is not pleasing to God. How can it be when sin led to the divorce?

· If one is not willing to accept the requirements of marriage established by it’s maker, they are better off not marrying (cf. vs. 10).

· For this reason we must establish the importance of choosing the right mate. It is a huge commitment that God does not take lightly.

B. Bound by the law.

· All binding is accomplished only by God – Matthew 16:19
· This does not mean whatever the apostles decided to be bound would be, but that all the binding and loosing had already been done.

· In other words, God already bound the standard, and had communicated it to the apostles. 

· Concerning the marriage bond – Matthew 19:6 

· God joins together (or binds together) and man is not to separate.

· The bond is formed by law – Romans 7:2-3
· There is a distinction between being “married” and being “bound.” (We must not confuse the marriage with the bond.)

· If we do not use biblical language we tend to seek and find loopholes when God has been clear on the boundaries of marriage.

· Romans 7:3 “So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an adulteress.”
· She is bound to her living husband (v. 2), but has married another. (Recognized marriage, yet not lawful.)

· Herod and Herodias and Philip – Mark 6:17-18
· Herod had married Herodias even though it was not lawful for him to do so, because she was still bound by law to Philip.

· It is possible:

· For two to be bound and lawfully married (cf. Matthew 19:5-6; Romans 7:2).
· For one to be unmarried, but bound (cf. 1 Corinthians 7:10-11).
· For one to be unmarried, but bound, while the other is free to remarry (cf. Matthew 19:9).
· For one to be bound to his first mate while unlawfully married to another (cf. Romans 7:2-3; Mark 6:17-18).
II. God’s One Exception

A. The one exception for divorce given by God is fornication (cf. Matthew 19:9; 5:31-32).
· This cannot be viewed as “a way out.”

· In approaching marriage, the attitude should reflect the rule, not the exception.

· In teaching on the subject, the rule should be the emphasis. Otherwise there is the tendency to search for other exceptions that aren’t there.

· Nevertheless, it is necessary to deal with other exceptions established by MAN in order to contend earnestly for the faith (cf. Jude 3).

· Marriage is for life.

Conclusion

1. Marriage is not a temporal thing. It is a permanent union between two mates and God.

2. We must recognize it as such and be encouraged to teach and believe the truth on the matter.

3. Marriage is for life. The only exception is the ONE given by our Lord.

