One Mediator Between God and Men

1 Timothy 2:5

Introduction

1. Jesus is given many titles in the bible.

2. All of the titles have a significant purpose and meaning.

3. In 1Timothy 2:5, Jesus is described as the mediator between God and men.

4. This term is of great importance to the degree that our salvation depends upon it.

I. What is a mediator?

A. A mediator is…

· Mediator – mesites – a go between; one who intervenes between two.

· When a mediator is present there are always at least two parties (cf. Galatians 3:20a).

· A mediator settles disputes between two sides. One who can identify with the feelings and needs of both sides.

· In this case, “God and men.”

· Notice the value of a mediator (cf. Job 9:32-33 – Job had a need for a mediator because of the conflict between him and God.).
B. Mediator implies…(qualifications)

· A mediator must possess the same attributes, and nature, of both parties.

· There must be the capability of communicating both parties needs, and requirements.

· In this case, the mediator must possess God’s nature, and man’s nature. He must know God’s will and be able to communicate it to man, while simultaneously being able to know the needs and limitations of man.

· In this case there is only one who possesses the qualifications of being a mediator between God and men. (
C. Christ is the “one Mediator between God and men.”
· John 1:1-3; 5:17-18; 8:56-58 – Jesus is deity!

· John 1:14; Hebrews 2:14; 2 John 7 – Jesus is a man (cf. 1 Timothy 2:5 “the Man Christ Jesus”).

II. In what way does Christ serve as Mediator between God and men?

A. Reconciliation and peace.

· Gave Himself a ransom – 1 Timothy 2:6
· Ransom – a redemption price. – 1 Peter 1:18-19; Acts 20:28 (The price was His life – shed blood.)

· He knew what was necessary to become mediator, knew what the job entailed, and was willing. – Philippians 2:5-8
· Necessary because without Him there can be no peace between God and man – Isaiah 59:2; Ephesians 2:11-18 (peace between Jew and Gentile, but even more important is peace between God and man.)
· Gentiles were not a people (cf. 1 Peter 2:10), and justification wasn’t under the old law (cf. Galatians 2:21). (
· Only attainable under the New Covenant.

· Christ became Mediator of the new covenant for them! – Hebrews 9:9-15
· The old law could not purify the conscience. Because of this there was a need for a new covenant. That was only possible through Christ, the mediator of the new covenant.

B. Strength to the saints.
· Hebrews 2:17-18 – He is able to aid us as mediator.

· Hebrews 4:14-16 – He is able to help in time of need. But we must approach Him!

· Hebrews 7:23-25 – He is active in the presence of God on behalf of His people.

· “He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God THROUGH HIM” (
III. What is incumbent upon us with regard to these facts? (If there is one mediator, there is one way to the Father. There is one way to salvation. We must take that one way.)

· John 14:6 – Jesus is the only way to the Father.
· John 3:3, 13-21 – In order for one to gain access to the Father is to believe in the Son. Included in this is baptism (vs. 5).
· Without Christ we are condemned.
Conclusion

1. Jesus is the one mediator between God and man.

2. Because of Him we have the hope of eternal salvation.

3. This is only offered through Him. He is the only one that can purify us to be able to be in God’s presence.

4. You must come to Him!
