Why Forgive?
Introduction
1. Forgiveness is an important part of the Christian character.
2. It is a must! (It isn’t optional. It is expected.)
· Matthew 18:21-22 – Peter asking Jesus after He explained how to deal with a brother who has sinned against you (cf. 18:15-20).
· No specific number for how much to forgive. Forgive always.
3. Forgive – (apoluo) to free fully – relieve, release, dismiss, pardon; (aphiemi) to send forth – forgive, put away, forsake.
4. The concept of forgiveness is seen clearly in Jesus’ parable (cf. Matthew 18:23-27)
· His debt was cleared. It was fully freed. It was put away.
· Matthew 9:2 – Forgave the paralytic man of his sins.
5. God offers forgiveness to all men. It is given upon faithful obedience (cf. Acts 2:37-38).
· “For the remission of sins” – remission – forgiveness or pardon.
6. Forgiveness is a must because God has forgiven us! 

I. Because God commands us to Forgive
· Colossians 3:12-13 (as He does – Ephesians 4:32)
· All have sinned, and no one deserves forgiveness (cf. Romans 3:23).
· However, God has forgiven us (cf. Hebrews 8:12).
· Part of forgiveness is forgetting. Love does not hold a grudge. It takes no account of evil (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:5 – “thinks no evil”).
· Forgiveness is the opposite of hanging on to faults. What if God held on to all of your faults? – Fortunately He truly forgives.
II. Because Forgiveness is the Character of God
· Exodus 34:6-7
· God’s character is one of forgiveness. He forgives the penitent, and punishes those who do not repent.
· His character of forgiveness is derived from His mercy – Psalm 103:1-10
· Matthew 5:43-48
· One of the hardest things to do is forgive those who have wronged us.
· If we look at it from God’s perspective – forgiving us – we should be fully committed to doing the same.
· Because God forgives, and loves those who don’t love Him, we are expected to do the same.
· We are held to a high standard! Because of this we can always improve!
III. Because Forgiveness is beneficial to us
· Luke 6:37-38
· When we forgive God remembers. God will be merciful to us if we are merciful to others.
· “good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over” – This is the concept of generosity. In giving, and as well in forgiving.
· Press down so you can add more. Shake to settle and add more. Running over. – All illustrate an abundance!
· If we forgive this way it will be measured back to us!
IV. So that we may be forgiven
· Matthew 6:12, 14-15; Luke 6:36-37
· We cannot expect God to forgive us if we are unwilling to forgive each other.
· This is an important promise to us. If we forgive we will be forgiven, if not we won’t receive forgiveness (cf. Matthew 18:35 – Parable said the master punished the unforgiving servant that he forgave.)
Conclusion
1. Forgiveness is a quality that is expected of Christians.
2. It is instilled in us via our individual salvation.
3. This is meant to be carried over to how we deal with others!
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]We are to forgive!
5. The old man is one who is unforgiving, and holds a grudge. As a new creation, we are expected to forgive. 
· This is a divine standard that is given us by God. He expects His children to go above and beyond as He did with them.
