Sermon Outline by Jeremiah Cox

Deliver Such a One to Satan
1 Corinthians 5; 2 Corinthians 2
Introduction: Church Discipline 
1. Many wish to pick and choose which commands to obey. We must take God’s word to heart in its entirety.
2. Sadly, some Christians refuse to accept the church’s responsibility to discipline its disorderly members.
3. Sin must be dealt with! This occurs in different ways depending on the situation:
a. One overtaken – Galatians 6:1
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Personal sin against a brother – Matthew 18:15-17
c. The unruly and weak – 1 Thessalonians 5:14
d. Not all situations require or demand the same action. Discernment is needed.
4. Perhaps the most avoided, or inconsistently practiced action is that of withdrawal.
a. 2 Thessalonians 3:6 – walking disorderly.
b. Romans 16:17-18 – divisive people.
c. 2 John 9-11 – false teachers.
d. Withdrawal comes at a point when, despite longsuffering, an individual remains unrepentant. Or when a person is blatantly rebellious in his attitude, knowing he is doing wrong, but without care.
5. 1 Corinthians 5 serves as an example of the responsibility, how it is to be done, and the reason for which it is to be carried out.
I. 1 Corinthians 5
A. Known, and tolerated sin (v. 1-3).
a. A man was in an adulterous relationship with his step mother (v. 1).
b. Although it was well known to the point Paul was aware, and could judge without even being present (v. 3), the Corinthians were putting up with it (v. 2).
i. Puffed up – arrogant to the point of tolerating sin as if it didn’t affect them as a whole. (Remember the Corinthians’ arrogance with spiritual gifts. This did not exempt them from dealing with sin.)
ii. Mourned – sin requires grief. (On the part of the sinner, those who care for him, and the condition of the church with sin.)
1. (v. 6) – Their arrogance overlooked the condition of the congregation as the put up with sin.
a. The sin had tainted the congregation and they hadn’t dealt with it.
b. The lack of initiative to deal with sin could rub off on others. (Some not fearing consequences, or thinking that sin is okay.)
c. The sin itself could rub off on others.
2. (v. 7-8) – Paul alludes to the Passover to make a strong point.
a. Passover lamb sacrificed and blood sprinkled on door post that angel of death passed over.
b. Jesus is our Passover lamb by which we are delivered from hell.
c. The Israelites instructed to rid the house of leaven before sacrificing the lamb.
d. Christ (our Passover lamb) has already been slain, and there is still leaven with the Corinthians!
e. How were they to purge the leaven? 
B. Deliver such a one to Satan! (v. 4-5).
a. Deliver to Satan (v. 5) – “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love” (Colossians 1:13).
i. To deliver one to Satan is to send him away from the kingdom of Christ, and back to the kingdom of Satan.
ii. This is done with authority from Christ (v. 4).
1. Proper discernment is made with God’s word in mind. The decision is made based on instruction from Christ, and is therefore by His authority.
2. It is not an arbitrary decision based on hateful, or self-righteous motives.
iii. This is done publicly in the assembly (v. 4) – “when you are gathered together”
1. So that everyone knows who to withdraw from.
2. So that everyone fears (cf. Acts 5 – Ananias and Sapphira).
b. For destruction of flesh (v. 5).
i. This individual is unrepentant and rebellious.
ii. Giving him over to Satan has hopes of the ugliness of sin to grow to the point of his desire to repent, returning to the comfort of the Lord and his brethren.
iii. We do this “that his spirit may be saved.”
C. The extent of withdrawal (v. 9-13).
a. Many ask what it means to withdrawal from an individual. What is their personal responsibility toward that person?
b. Paul instructs:
i. In order to convert and evangelize we must have some association with the world. (Paul does not say to withdraw from them.)
ii. However, when one who is a brother is in sin we aren’t even to eat with him (v. 11).
1. We are obligated to judge a brother thusly, but not one who is outside. God will judge/punish that person (v. 12-13).
D. Emphasis: Some have been led by others, or are just ignorant, to view this process as hateful, unnecessary, and unhelpful. God suggests otherwise! 
a. It is a command (v. 9).
b. It is to save the individual in sin (v. 5).
II. 2 Corinthians 2:3-11
A. Reason for Paul writing 1 Corinthians (v. 3-4).
a. The offenses of the Corinthians grieved Paul as sin should. (Contrast to Corinthians not grieving with sexually immoral man…) (v. 3)
b. He wanted them to return to repentance. This is the only way to have joy in them, that is, if they are faithful. (v. 3)
c. His love abounded in the letter in that he wanted them to turn away from that which put their standing with God in jeopardy. (v. 4).
i. Essentially, Paul’s motive for writing 1 Corinthians is the proper motive behind withdrawing from a disorderly brother. 
B. Response to them withdrawing from the sexually immoral person (v. 5-11).
a. (v. 6-8) – The punishment had a desired end – the restoration of his soul.
i. The man’s punishment was sufficient (implication that he had repented).
ii. They should now receive him back into fellowship, and restore their love to him.
b. (v. 9) – The apostle tested them with this command.
i. To remain obedient as a congregation they had to deal with the sin.
ii. They had passed the test give.
iii. Logically, any who refuse to practice this facet of church discipline are in open rebellion to God, and are therefore displeasing to Him!
Conclusion
1. When considering church discipline (or anything else) we must not question God. We must put our trust in His wisdom that the action is sufficient, and appropriate.
a. It is easy to follow the logic:
i. Christians cannot tolerate sin.
ii. If we walk in darkness we have no fellowship with God.
iii. We can’t expect the proper sorrow for sin if we do not punish it!
iv. The call to withdrawing fellowship may not always be successful, for some are unwilling to repent, but there is obvious evidence of its success.
b. God’s wisdom exceeds our own!
2. We must examine ourselves to see whether we are in the faith. This examination includes all things.
3. It is prudent to consider such responsibilities to be able to engage in them when the situation calls for it. We must always be ready to do the Lord’s will!
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