Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Increasing Faith Luke 17:1-10
Introduction
1. For two chapters (since 15) Jesus responded to the character of the scribes and Pharisees.
a. They did not desire the salvation of others, but placed stumbling blocks before them (cf. 15:1-2). (Jesus wanted to teach them, but the Pharisees were too proud, and arrogant.)
b. They loved money, and were offended at Jesus when He condemned such character (cf. 16:14).
c. They did not have genuine care for others. They were selfish. They used their positions of influence and power to manipulate the masses, and caused many to go astray.
2. Jesus did not want His followers to be influenced by them by being led astray, or mimicking their behavior. So He explained:
a. Offenses, stumbling blocks/temptations, are inevitable (v. 1) – part of life lived for God is overcoming tests.
b. However, it is wrong to be the cause of said temptation for someone else (v. 1-2) – especially for one who is spiritually a babe (“little ones”). (cf. James 1:13 – God cannot tempt one to sin because it is wrong, we should keep from it as well.)
c. Also, if an offense is committed toward us we must be willing rebuke and to forgive (v. 3-4).
i. If we don’t forgive we can be the cause for stumbling as well.
ii. 2 Corinthians 2:6-7 – man repented and they were to forgive and receive him. If not he could be swallowed up with sorrow.
d. These are expectations for all Christians. They are not suggestions.
3. In response to such high, and seemingly difficult situations, the disciples replied with a request (v. 5). Such a request is honorable, and Jesus gave them a sufficient and helpful answer. 
4. We can learn how to increase our faith from what Jesus said 
I. Appeal to the proper source (v. 5).
A. Jesus/God
a. The apostles recognized a need they had, and recognized the only way to obtain it. (cf. James 1:5 – “If any of you lacks…let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”)
b. Philippians 2:12-13 – we have the personal responsibility to work out our salvation, but we cannot do that without appealing to God.
i. John 6:28-29 – Faith is that which man is expected to participate in, but it is a work which God has ordained.
ii. Thus, faith is a work of God. To increase faith, we must turn to Him!
B. God’s word
a. Romans 10:17 – The source from which our faith is derived is the revelation of God’s will.
b. Hebrews 5:12-14 – Faith decreases when we stop studying God’s word.
II. Recognize the power of said source (v. 6).
A. What is faith?
a. Faith is belief and trust in God – Hebrews 11:6
b. Faith is only as powerful as its object.
i. Faith in another god – “an idol is nothing in the world, and…there is no other God but one” 1 Corinthians 8:4
ii. Faith in self – “you can do it if you just have faith in yourself”
B. God is the power behind faith, not us (v. 6).
a. It is important for us to increase our trust in God. But we must understand that the power is in God – His power is unlimited.
b. Thus, even faith as little as a mustard seed can accomplish great things, because the power is in the object of faith, not the subject of faith.
c. Acts 14:8-15 – After healing a man, the people wanted to worship Paul.
i. He did not attribute the power to himself.
ii. It was God that accomplished this work of healing!
C. God’s expectations can be reached.
a. If God tells us to do something, and therefore expects us to do it, it is logical that we should be able to.
b. Philippians 4:13 – Anything we are expected to do we can do because of the strength God gives us.
III. Humbly do as Jesus commands (v. 7-10).
A. Continued obedience increases faith.
a. It does not take an extreme quantity of faith to do as God says.
b. He says do, and we begin to do. As we continue to do, that “mustard seed” of faith will sprout, and grow larger.
c. Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6:7-8, 17, 13-16 – Noah is a prime example of such.
i. Noah’s faith had to have started small – God said a flood is coming and I believe Him.
ii. Faith manifested in obedience – God said to build this enormous ark to avoid death by the flood, so I better get started.
iii. Faith grew – This ark is coming along nicely. Here’s the flood! The ark works!
iv. Noah’s faith was greater the day he finished the ark than the day he started to build it.
d. If we do what God says our trust will grow in Him!
B. The Power was always in God. (v. 10)
a. Noah merely did what he was told to do. He didn’t earn anything, and nothing he did was accomplished with his own ability.
b. Faith does not boast of self-sufficiency. Faith bows in humble need – this is the essence of faith – Luke 18:9-14 (publican and Pharisee)
c. “But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My word” (Isaiah 66:2).
Conclusion
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]We MUST resolve to increase our faith if we wish to please the Lord.
2. To do so we must appeal to Him, and our faith will increase if we follow the blueprint He has provided for us.
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