Outline by Jeremiah Cox
The Fear of the Lord
Ecclesiastes 12:13
Introduction
1. Most would suggest that fear is negative, and has no place in the life of a Christian.
2. God is characterized solely by love, and wouldn’t want anyone to fear Him.
3. Yet, the inspired writer of Ecclesiastes dedicated an entire book to the subject of life under the sun – on earth – and reached the important conclusion that is the whole of every man – fear God (cf. Ecclesiastes 12:13).
4. Those who are given as examples of faith in scripture are always characterized as individuals who feared God (either explicitly, or implicitly). (“By faith Noah…moved with godly fear” – Hebrews 11:7).
5. If the inspired writer was moved by the HS to emphasize the need for the fear of God, we would be prudent to consider the concept.
I. What kind of fear?
A. Fear defined.
a. Fear – yârê' –  to fear; morally to revere; causatively to frighten. (Hebrew)
b. Fear – phobos – alarm or fright; that which strikes terror. (Greek)’
c. These words translated into fear in the Bible can mean to cause terror or fright, or could be used to suggest reverence or awe. However, we must not limit the meaning merely to reverence.
i. Some do not like the idea that comes with the fear of the Lord.
ii. They think God should not be an idea that causes one to tremble, but should be less intimidating.
iii. However, God is a Being who exists separate and apart from our belief or unbelief, or our opinions of Him. (His word shows us who He really is, and what that means for us.)
B. Fear is the necessary reaction…
a. Because of who God is.
i. Job’s discussion with God led him to better understanding – Job 42:2-6
ii. God questioned Job (I suggest to instill fear in him) – Job 38:1-11
1. He goes on to mention many things in nature which are incomprehensible.
2. God is omnipotent. He is the Creator, and we the created.
3. This should cause us to tremble before Him!
b. Because of what God can do.
i. Jesus to His disciples when He sent them out – Matthew 10:28
1. Our fear should not be for those who cannot render lasting effects.
2. God can send our souls to everlasting torment.
ii. We fear God lest we lose our souls – Hebrews 4:1-2
1. The Israelites did not fear.
2. They lost their souls because fear was absent.
C. Fear is manifest in action.
a. The church was “walking” in fear – Acts 9:31
b. This fear was due to their knowledge of God’s reaction to sin – Acts 5:1-11 (Ananias and Sapphira); Hebrews 12:28-29 (God punishes disobedience)
c. Thus, the fear of God is directly related to obedience – Ecclesiastes 12:13; Philippians 2:12-13
i. We fear disappointing God because we love Him.
ii. We fear disobeying God because we know He gives out punishment.
iii. Thus, we obey God in fear, both trembling, and reverential. 
II. What does this fear do?
A. When the fear of the Lord is present…
a. Foundation of knowledge/wisdom – Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 111:10
i. True wisdom is not attained apart from God – 1 Corinthians 2:11
ii. When we acknowledge God as we should, we will learn from Him.
b. Hate of evil – Proverbs 8:13; 16:6
i. God hates evil.
ii. Those who fear Him will do the same, and make every effort to avoid evil.
c. Confidence and life – Proverbs 14:26-27
i. Because the fear of God is synonymous with obedience, it provides comfort, confidence, and the surety of life.
ii. This fear does not promote terror, but releases us from it – Psalm 23:4
B. When the fear of the Lord is absent…
a. We cannot please God – Isaiah 66:1-2
i. It is impossible to please God with a flippant attitude and approach.
ii. Nadab and Abihu lacked fear – Leviticus 10:1-2
b. Fear is a necessary part of a successful life in following God.
III. How is this fear developed?
A. The word provides every need.
a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – God has given us everything to be sufficient. This includes that which promotes proper fear.
b. We must give ourselves to study in order to have a continual and full understanding of God. This will instill fear.
B. The Israelites read God’s word to produce fear.
a. Deuteronomy 31:10-13 – When we read scripture, we see all of God’s commands, and consequences to disobedience. This should foment fear.
b. Romans 15:4 – The records of the OT are there to produce fear.
i. Some suggest that aspect was only under the OT, but the NT does not require fear. (Or that there is less to fear.) – This is folly 
ii. Hebrews 2:1-3 – If anything, we should have more cause for fearing God.
Conclusion
1. The world refuses the God of the Bible when they refuse the concept of necessary fear.
2. The preach God as solely love, and fail to acknowledge all other aspects of His character.
3. Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). – This includes love, and fear.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Our duty as man is to fear God (cf. Ecclesiastes 12:13).
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