Outline by Jeremiah Cox
A Christ Centered Life
Colossians 1
Introduction
1. Paul wrote the epistle to the Colossians for the reason given in 2:1 – a great conflict he had for them.
a. Not all was bad, as we will see in chapter 1, and as we see in 2:5 – they had “good order” and steadfast faith.
b. However, despite the promise of their growth, there were false teachers trying to influence them, and this threatened their faith.
c. Their doctrine was a Pagan Jewish hybrid evidently:
i. Human philosophy (2:4, 8).
ii. Judaic ceremonialism (2:16-17).
iii. Angel worship (2:18).
iv. Asceticism (2:20-23). (Harsh treatment of the body to control its lusts.)
d. These doctrines undervalued Christ, and took the focus off Him.
2. This epistle addresses such problems by putting Christ at the center where He belongs, to bring the focus of those in Colosse back to Christ where it originally was, and needed to be.
3. The whole epistle gives us a view of A Christ Centered Life that we should all have, since Christ has the Preeminence.
4. We will consider the first chapter, which serves as the foundation laid by Paul for the rest of the epistle. 
I. Faith and Growth in Christ (vv. 3-14)
A. Faith in Christ (vv. 3-8)
a. (v. 3) – His continual thanksgiving to God for them was a testament to their “good order and the steadfastness of [their] faith” (2:5). (However, this was in danger of waning.)
b. (v. 4a) – Faith IN CHRIST – not only the object of their faith, but their active life of faith, bearing fruit in Christ’s name (living as Christ would have them to).
c. (v. 4b) – Love for brethren – Such faith is manifested in the love for those of “like precious faith” (2 Peter 1:1).
d. (v. 5-8) – because of the Hope – Their hope for a home in heaven activates them to a strengthened faith, and love.
i. (v. 5b) – This hope came in no other way than the gospel of Christ.
ii. (v. 6-8) – It is this gospel which sprouted in their hearts and produced fruit as it does in the rest of the world.
e. The emphasis on Christ and the gospel is already being made. Their lives have been Christ centered, and they need to continue in this way 
B. Growth in Christ (vv. 9-14)
a. (v. 9) – Paul’s prayer is that they increase the knowledge they already have to a fuller and deeper knowledge.
i. Knowledge, wisdom, spiritual understanding – epignosis – fuller knowledge and discernment. (The ability to know on a deeper level of participation, and rightful application. NOT JUST KNOWING THE FACTS, BUT KNOWING HOW THEY RELATE TO LIFE IN CHRIST, AND HOW THEY ARE TO BE APPLIED DAILY.)
ii. “of His will” – not of any other doctrine or will, but of Christ’s will! (Christ centered)
b. (v. 10) – Such knowledge naturally will lead to a “walk” worthy of the Lord.
i. Growing in the production of fruit in the service of God.
ii. The KNOWLEDGE spoken of before is the cause of this growth. We DO what we KNOW is right in Christ.
c. (v. 11) – Through such growth, we are strengthened by God’s grace. Strengthened to:
i. Patience – to attain the promise through hardships.
ii. Longsuffering – through hardships along the way without provocation – lashing out. (Pains of growth.)
iii. With Joy – By the grace of God, because of the hope we have, we can be a JOYOUS people during this time.
d. (v. 12-14) – This growth, and fuller understanding of Christ and God, should move us to thanksgiving.
i. We recognize just what an incredible thing God did for us.
ii. We understand the great gift given by God’s grace through the death of Jesus. (Once again showing all things to point to Christ.) 
iii. This inclusion of the remembrance of their redemption by Jesus leads Paul to elaborate on the needed focus of Christ. 
II. Preeminence of Christ (vv. 15-23)
A. In Creation (vv. 15-17)
a. (v. 15a) – image of the invisible God – He was God incarnate – WHEN MEN SAW JESUS, THEY SAW THE FATHER.
i. “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9 – Jesus to Philip).
ii. He is “the express image of His person” (Hebrews 1:3).
iii. In all that He taught and did, Himself being Deity, He was revealing God.
iv. The mere idea that the Colossians might pursue some other doctrine or way than Christ in order to draw closer to God is fundamentally unsound.
b. (v. 15b) – firstborn of creation? – Not in the sense of being the first created (Because He Is GOD!).
i. Firstborn – sometimes used in reference to privilege, or preeminence. (Used in this way.)
ii. (vv. 16-17) – He is the “firstborn” in the sense that all was created BY Him, THROUGH Him, and FOR Him.
1. BY Him – or IN Him. There was nothing lacking for creation IN Christ.
2. THROUGH Him – He is the agent of creation.
3. FOR Him – Why were we created? FOR Christ, to bring Him glory, and be subject to Him. (FOR EVERYTHING TO BE TIED TOGETHER IN HIM.)
4. “Before all things” – means He wasn’t created.
5. “in Him all things consist” – Without Christ, creation ceases to be. (He is what makes it a COSMOS, order, rather than CHAOS.)
iii. This allows us to see that everything points toward Christ. The whole existence, purpose, and focus of all things finds Christ as the CENTER.
B. In Redemption (vv. 18-23)
a. (v. 18) – Head of the church.
i. In the sense of AUTHORITY and VITALITY.
1. Christ is the governor of the church.
2. We grow up in Christ. He is the only source of spiritual guidance and sustenance.
ii. “the beginning, the firstborn from the dead” – In Christ all will be made alive, for He conquered death.
1. Also, His resurrection from the dead assured the establishment of the church.
2. If Christ is not risen, then the church (body of the saved) does not exist.
iii. Preeminence – in ALL THINGS – first of rank, importance, and power. (EVERYTHING DEPENDS ON HIM)
b. (vv. 19-20) – Why was Christ made Preeminent in all things?
i. (v. 19) – It pleased God that His fullness should dwell in Christ.
ii. (v. 20) – It pleased God that reconciliation of man to God, and redemption to be through Jesus’ sacrifice.
c. (vv. 21-23) – This is how the Colossians were redeemed, and reconciled to God.
i. (vv. 21-22) – They went from enemies with wicked works, to reconciled to God – ONLY THROUGH CHRIST’S DEATH. (NOW THEY ARE HOLY, BLAMELESS, AND ABOVE REPROACH.)
ii. (v. 23) – In order for them to continue in this reconciled, holy state they must continue in the gospel – by which they were reconciled to God.
iii. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY!
III. Sacrificial Living for Christ (vv. 24-29) (An example of A Christ Centered Life for us to follow. Christ’s purpose became Paul’s purpose, and Paul lived to please and glorify the preeminent One.)
IV. A Christ Centered Life
A. Focused on Christ
a. Problem – Not according to Christ (this will not help them spiritually, but will sever them from God.):
i. Human Philosophy (2:4, 8-10)
ii. Judaic Ceremonialism (2:16-17)
iii. Angel Worship (2:18-19)
iv. Asceticism (2:20-23)
b. Solution – Focus on Christ (3:1-4):
i. Seek (v. 1)
1. Seek not only to find, but to obtain.
2. This is a constant effort.
ii. Set Your Mind (vv. 2-4)
1. If our focus is on things below, no matter how small to us, we cannot be disciples of Christ.
2. Our focus must always be on things above.
3. Our lives as Christians – the higher spiritual life to which we have attained – is ONLY IN CHRIST. (Hid in Christ.) (We must focus on Him 
B. Living According to Christ (3:17)
a. Essentially, everything Paul has spoken of finds its application in this verse.
b. Because Jesus is the Preeminent One, all that we do and say must be according to His will.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]We cannot do what we want, nor turn to other doctrines, but must always conform to His will.
d. We must live a Christ centered life.
Conclusion
1. The Colossians were living faithfully before the Lord, but their faith was threatened by false teachers.
2. Paul took the approach of establishing the ALL SUFFICIENCY, and PREEMINENCE of Christ.
3. In order to remain faithful, and ultimately reach the goal, they had to live A Christ Centered Life.
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