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The Guarantee of Our Inheritance
Ephesians 1:13-14
Introduction
1. Every spiritual blessing from God is found in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). Those who are in Christ enjoy the blessings which include:
a. Being chosen to be holy and without blame before God (v. 4). This effects an intimate relationship with Him 
b. Being predestined as adopted sons (vv. 5-6). This sonship is made possible through the giving of Jesus’ life 
c. Being redeemed and forgiven through Jesus’ blood (v. 7). This redemptive blood is accessed through revelation of God’s will 
d. Being given the mystery of God’s will (vv. 7b-10). Through the knowledge of this will we obtain an ultimate gift 
e. Being given an inheritance (vv. 11-12). This inheritance is consummated in the future, and we are blessed with certainty 
f. Being sealed with the Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance (vv. 13-14).
i. The fact that this is “guaranteed” means that we can expect it, but do not yet have it realized.
ii. It will not become reality until the redemption of us, the purchased possession of God.
iii. Cf. Romans 8:24-25 – We hope for it, because we do not yet have it. This hope is a confident anticipation.
2. We can, and should have utmost confidence that we will receive our inheritance. This is because God sealed us with the HS who is the guarantee of our inheritance.
a. What does it mean that God sealed us with the HS? How did this happen?
b. What does it mean that the HS is the guarantee? How is He the guarantee?
I. Sealed with the Holy Spirit (v. 13)
A. Sealed
a. sphragizō – to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to seal. (“with a signet or private mark” – Strong)
b. Indicates several things in different contexts. HERE – ownership, confirmation that we are His.
c. “Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His’” (2 Timothy 2:19).
d. Revelation 7:1-4, 9-12 – God protects His servants from His wrath by sealing them – i.e. making the distinction that they are His.
i. (vv. 1-4) – Winds to hurt the earth (God’s righteous judgments), but His servants sealed (spared from God’s wrath because they are His).
ii. (vv. 9-12) – Coming through tribulation, the sealed of God worship Him for eternity in His presence – heaven.
e. God knows those who are His. They are sealed, and will not be left out and forgotten!
f. How does God seal them? 
B. With the Holy Spirit
a. This is spiritual in nature – no literal, tangible and visible seal on those who belong to God.
b. Lord to Samuel in choosing David – “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7b).
c. This is done with the “Holy Spirit:”
i. Not a matter of personal and miraculous indwelling of the Spirit.
ii. Ephesians 1:13 – heard truth/gospel  believed  sealed with HS.
iii. Sealed with the HS – sealed, or marked with His work, the revelation of God’s will. 
d. Revelation 7:13-17 – The elder’s question and response regarding the multitude (144,000).
i. We know they are the sealed of God (v. 3).
ii. (v. 14) – Washed in the blood of the lamb.
iii. (vv. 15-17) – Therefore, are with God in heaven.
iv. Ephesians 1:7-10 – Redemption through Jesus’ blood.
1. (vv. 8-9) – Such abounded toward us in wisdom and understanding of God’s revealed will.
2. Having heard the word, believed the word, thus, obeyed the word – YOU WERE SEALED.
e. 2 Timothy 2:14-19 – False teachers teach error, and lead men astray.
i. (v. 19) – The Lord knows those who are His – they depart from iniquity.
ii. (v. 15) – They are those who have presented themselves approved to God – not being led away with error, but being faithful to God’s word.
f. Romans 8:14-17 – We follow the Spirit’s teaching, and are God’s sons.
i. (v. 16) – “Spirit” – HS; “spirit” – disposition as sons.
ii. The teaching of the Spirit, and our disposition as sons to follow His teaching – bears witness that we are children.
iii. God knows those who are His – they are those led by the Spirit of God, thus, sealed with the Spirit.
iv. However, we must be careful to maintain obedience to the word – cf. Ephesians 4:30-32
C. Thus, our inheritance is certain, for we are sealed with the HS “who is the guarantee of our inheritance.” 
II. Who is the Guarantee of Our Inheritance (v. 14)
A. Holy Spirit is Our Guarantee
a. arrhabōn; a pledge, i.e. part of the purchase-money or property given in advance as security for the rest. (Strong) (Down payment)
b. Ephesians 1:13-14 – HS OF PROMISE.
i. Promises of God articulated through the revelation of the HS.
ii. (v. 13) – trusted after  heard the truth/gospel.
c. Faith in the promises of God given through the Spirit:
i. Such promises are a down payment, making the rest, or fulfillment a certainty.
ii. Requires faith – Hebrews 11:1 – substance and evidence – v. 6 – trust God will reward us.
d. Paul wrote, “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20) – i.e. they are certain.
e. Hebrews 6:13-20 – History corroborates the certainty of God’s promises – promise made to Abraham, who in turn had faith. 
B. Our Inheritance
a. The HS is the guarantee until the inheritance is received/realized – Ephesians 1:14 – redemption of the purchased possession – we, who are God’s.
b. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 – We are God’s, purchased with the blood of Christ.
c. 1 John 3:2-3 – As children of God, it will eventually be revealed what we shall be.
d. Romans 8:18-25 – glory revealed in us  revealing of sons of God  delivered from corruption  adoption, redemption of body.
e. [bookmark: _GoBack]1 Peter 1:3-5 – Our hope of the inheritance will be revealed, and realized as God keeps us by through faith.
Conclusion
1. Our salvation is not in question as long as we are faithful to God.
2. When we obeyed the gospel, we were sealed as the children of God, and continue in such as we are faithful.
3. The promises of God are not empty proclamations, but down payments that point to the unequivocal fulfilment in the end.
4. Thanks be to God for the certainty He has provided for us!
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