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A Tragedy of Fellowship
Numbers 16
Introduction
1. The subject of fellowship is a wonderful thing to consider – it is a matter of our salvation, relationship with God, and spiritual blessings afforded in Christ among other things.
2. However, the subject of fellowship brings about some uncomfortable, but necessary applications.
3. The application concerning our actions toward those of our own brethren who depart from God are made clear in the scripture. However, the difficulty comes in actually making the application when the situation arises which calls for it.
a. Note: Usually the difficulty is not in the way in which we make the application, but just in the nature of the application itself – it isn’t easy to cut ties with those we are close to and love but who are impenitent in sin, but God calls for it.
4. Numbers 16 bears a record which should impress us with the seriousness of God’s call to separate ourselves (withdraw, disfellowship) from those in sin and error, even our own brethren, and physical family.
5. The failure to do so as God commands produces a tragedy of sorts – A Tragedy of Fellowship.
I. The Rebellion of Korah and the Outpouring of God’s Wrath
A. The Rebellion
a. (vv. 1-3) – Korah (Moses and Aaron’s 1st cousin), with Dathan and Abiram rose up with 250 others in opposition to Moses and Aaron.
i. Complaint – Their position in leadership (Moses – prophet, and spokesman of God) and the priesthood (Aaron and his sons) was usurped – taken by themselves.
ii. Their thought was that they deserved such a position every bit as much as them.
b. (vv. 8-11) – Moses charged them with discontentment in the position God placed them. They should be happy where they are! (In Levitical service, but that; snot enough to them!)
B. The Proposed Test
a. Moses proposed a test to prove who really was appointed to these services (Moses and Aaron had taken nothing upon themselves).
i. (vv. 4-7) – Take censers to offer up incense (a priestly service), and the one whom God chooses is holy.
ii. (vv. 15-19) – Moses’ request to the Lord, repetition of the proposal, the carrying out of the proposal by the men, and the appearance of God.
C. The Call for Separation
a. (vv. 20-22) – God’s call for Moses and Aaron to separate themselves so He could consume them, and their plea to not destroy the whole congregation.
b. (vv. 23-27) – Moses’ call for all to separate from the wickedness lest they be consumed with them.
D. The Punishment
a. (vv. 28-34) – Moses’ description of the punishment to ensure that it was from God, and not him.
b. Their consumption in this way would show also that Moses and Aaron did not appoint themselves, but such was from God.
E. The Punishment of Those Associated
a. (v. 35) – God consumed the 250 men besides Korah, Datham, Abiram and all those with them, who were burning the incense.
F. The Punishment of Those Who Complained
a. (vv. 41-50) – The next day the congregation complained about what had happen to those swallowed in the earth, and those consumed with fire.
i. (v. 41) – Charged Moses and Aaron with the action. (But God had consumed them.)
ii. (vv. 44-45) – God calls for separation again, and He intends to consume them.
iii. (vv. 46-50) – God sends a plague on the people, and Moses tells Aaron to make atonement for them lest all die – the plague had already started, and 14,700 men died for complaining.
II. Principles of Fellowship Examined
A. The Grounds of Fellowship – 1 John 1:1-7
a. (vv. 1-2) – The Word of life came to reveal the life with God from the beginning.
b. (vv. 3-4) – That Word and His message is declared by the apostles for fellowship with the Father, and Jesus, and then them.
i. NOTE: Fellowship with the Father is to have ETERNAL LIFE – for such life abides with Him where He is.
ii. (v. 4) – Thus we are given full joy.
c. (v. 5) – The message declared by the Word for the obtaining of fellowship.
i. Light – truth, righteousness, holiness.
ii. Darkness – error, sin, unholiness.
d. (vv. 6-7) – Implications from the message.
i. (v. 6) – Can’t be in fellowship with God if you are in darkness.
ii. (v. 7) – Only in fellowship with God and those who are also in fellowship with Him if you are in the Light.
iii. NOTE: Verse 3, and 7 show the conditions of fellowship with each other – mutual fellowship with God.
e. These principles came into play with the sin of Korah, Datham, and Abiram, along with the destruction of the others with them.
B. The Implications of Maintaining Fellowship with Those in Sin
a. God calls for a separation from sinners, even though they be brethren.
i. Numbers 16:20-24 – God told Moses and Aaron to separate from them, then told them to tell the rest of the congregation to do so.
1. Remember – Korah is the 1st cousin of Moses and Aaron.
2. They were in sin, and needed to be separated from.
ii. 1 Peter 1:15-16 – God is holy, and calls His children to holiness. (i.e. separateness – ultimately from sin.)
iii. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 – Separation is necessary because there is no commonality, and God cannot fellowship those who do not separate from sin and error.
1. Similar terms – fellowship, communion, accord, part, agreement.
2. (vv. 16b-18) – God being our God, receiving us, and being our Father is conditional upon separation from the ungodly.
3. (7:1) – It is about completion in holiness. (Promises – 6:17, 18 – i.e. they are not given unless you cleanse yourself and perfect holiness.)
iv. Matthew 10:34-39 – Such separation may indeed include from our own family. (cf. Luke 12:51-53 – same occasion, sword/division)
1. The sword which divides is the word of God – Hebrews 4:12
2. John 17:17 – truth sanctifies, i.e. sets apart.
3. The truth causes divisions so that the Lord’s people are distinguished – even between family members – 1 Corinthians 11:19
4. Associated with those in sin and error? – Not associated with the Lord.
v. NOTE: FAILURE TO SEPARATE FROM THEM IS AN ALIGNMENT WITH THEM AGAINST THE LORD – NUMBERS 16:11
b. Failure to separate is tantamount to participating in the sin.
i. Separation is demanded and necessary because failure to do so is to PARTICIPATE IN THE SIN – EVEN IF NOT LITERALLY PRACTICING SUCH – IN A SENSE THERE IS GUILT BY ASSOCIATION.
ii. Numbers 16:26 – depart lest you be consumed in THEIR sins. (I.e. you may not be actually doing it, but you are going to be guilty as they are if you don’t separate.)
iii. 2 John 9-11 – John’s warning concerning fellowshipping false teachers is that you participate in their sin.
1. One who does not separate condones their sin, and even supports it.
c. Failure of separation receives the same punishment as those directly guilty.
i. Numbers 16:31-33 – Korah, Datham, and Abiram, their family, and all with them are swalled in the earth.
1. (v. 32) – “with Korah” – i.e. in fellowship with him. (Those who hadn’t separated.)
2. “all the men that appertained unto Korah” (KJV); “all the people who belonged to Korah” (ESV)
3. Distinction between those “with” him, and those of his household.
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Numbers 16:35 – All the men who participated in the rebellion, and aligned with Korah were consumed. (250 men)
1. They were not the leaders.
2. They didn’t plan all of this out.
3. They did not separate themselves from the rebellion.
iii. 2 John 8-11 – to receive the one who does not abide in the doctrine of Christ is to “lose those things we worked for” – i.e. salvation.
1. HENCE, A TRAGEDY OF FELLOWSHIP.
2. The positive and blessed nature of fellowship can actually become a curse if we are in fellowship with the wrong people.
d. Any complaint regarding such matters is ultimately against God, and will likewise be punished.
i. Numbers 16:41, 45, 49 – The congregation complained about the punishment of their brethren, and 14,700 perished in a plague.
1. (v. 41) – complained against Moses and Aaron.
2. They were doing the same thing that Korah, Datham, and Abiram were guilty of – (v. 11)
3. They were ultimately complaining against God.
ii. Many times Christians are not happy with the decision to withdraw from Christians in sin and error.
1. They complain that such is too drastic.
2. They complain about nosiness.
3. They complain about a lack of love.
iii. 1 Corinthians 5:4-5 – withdrawal of fellowship, and church discipline ultimately comes from the Lord. (WHO ARE WE TO REPLY AGAINST HIM?)
iv. To fail to separate in this regard is to disobey – 2 Corinthians 2:6, 9 – a test of obedience, but only inflicted by a majority. (I.e. there were a few who did not participate – they were disobedient.)
Conclusion
1. We would do well to learn from the account of Korah’s rebellion, especially as it pertains to the call to separation, and the consequences of failing to do so.
2. God does not take sin lightly, and we shouldn’t either.
3. If God is totally separate from sin and error, i.e. He is holy, then His people are to be as well if they wish to continue in fellowship with Him.
4. Otherwise, failure to separate from those in sin and error is to participate in their sin, and to lose fellowship with God, and receive punishment.
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