Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Called by Glory and Virtue
2 Peter 1:3
Introduction
1. Those who long for salvation in its truest sense (not any salvation described by the world) are drawn to none other than Jesus Christ.
2. God’s divine power has granted us those matters pertaining to salvation (life and godliness) through the knowledge of His Son.
3. Such a pattern of the divine imparting of spiritual blessings through the knowledge of the incarnate God is from start to finish.
a. We who have come to Christ were initially drawn to Him by His calling.
b. His calling was by “His glory and virtue.” – “who called us by His own glory and excellence.” (NASB)
c. I.e. having witnessed through the word Christ’s glory (splendor and magnificence of deity) and virtue (moral excellence – the practical manifestation of His glory) we were drawn to who He is, and therefore what He has to offer (salvation).
I. Christ’s Glory and Virtue
A. His Glory – magnificence, preeminence, excellence, majesty.
a. In Creation and the Word
i. NOTE: Christ was in the beginning, and created – John 1:1-3
ii. His Creation – Psalm 19:1-6
1. (vv. 3-4) – all people hear the declaration of the creation – of God’s glory.
2. (vv. 5-6) – the sun is an example of this magnificence, as it envelopes the globe with its heat.
iii. His Word – Psalm 19:7-11
1. (vv. 7-9) – the whole sum of God’s law reveals God on a more intimate, spiritual level. All its parts benefit man. (It alone has this power.)
2. (vv. 10-11) – because of its beneficial qualities it is greatly to be desired.
b. In His Display of Creative Power
i. Christ especially exhibited His glory which was present at creation when He worked such power on earth among men.
ii. Jesus to disbelieving Jews – John 10:37-38 – “the works” are the miracles performed. (cf. Acts 2:22 – attested by God through such works.)
iii. Written for belief that He is the Son of God, the one who possesses such glory – John 20:30-31
c. In His Grace and Truth
i. Like the revelation of creation considered in Psalm 19 that is followed by the revelation of the word, Jesus’ display of glory in His creative power manifests His greater glory through His spiritual offerings.
ii. The Glory of God beheld – John 1:14 – especially as it pertains to God’s favor, and that through the truth.
iii. Healed to show He can offer forgiveness – Mark 2:9-12 – healing of paralytic in front of skeptics.
iv. Forgiveness and freedom from sin offered in His word – John 8:31-32
B. His Virtue – excellence, moral excellence, intrinsic eminence.
a. “All his glorious attributes make up his glory; ἀρετή, virtue, is the energy, the activity of those attributes.” (Pulpit Commentary – 2 Peter 1:3)
i. His glory is ultimately His Divine, eternal nature.
ii. He is God, and therefore is of utmost magnificence and glory – truly holy, holy, holy.
iii. As such, the matter’s concerning who He will be reflected in His character, where He is shown to be morally excellent. (Ultimately the standard of all goodness.)
b. In His Sinlessness – Hebrews 7:26-28 – He has no weaknesses and was completely separate from sin.
c. In His Goodwill – Matthew 18:11 – came to seek and save, showed such on a simpler level by healing, etc. (like before with the Paralytic – that you know I have power to forgive)
d. In His Teaching – John 14:6; Romans 1:16-17 – His teaching is the only teaching which leads to godly living, and salvation.
e. In His Sacrifice – Hebrews 9:13-15 – His sacrifice is superior as to its being voluntary, of eternal substance, and its efficacy in contrast to the animal sacrifices.
II. Called by Glory and Virtue
A. The Drawing Power of His Glory and Virtue
a. Christ’s doctrine of the Father’s drawing – John 6:44-45 – God determined to attract men to Christ by His teaching.
i. Draw – metaphorically, to draw by inward power, to impel. (Like when we’re drawn to something that interests us.)
ii. Ultimately for the purpose of receiving salvation – John 6:40
b. This salvation is ultimately fellowship with the Divine Nature.
i. John 17:3 – eternal life is to know God, and Jesus.
ii. Knowledge that is intimate in participation – 2 Peter 1:2-4 – participant knowledge to be a partaker in the divine nature.
iii. Attracted to the morally excellent way of Christ, and the salvation offered through it.
c. Generally speaking, the glory and virtue of Christ is attractive, and not spoken ill of or condemned by law, especially that divinely given – Galatians 5:23 – against such no law.
d. The honest seeker of salvation sees Christ’s glory and virtue as EXCLUSIVE, and therefore is drawn to it – John 2:66-69 – to whom shall we go?
B. The Many and the Few
a. Ultimately, this call to salvation by Christ’s glory and virtue sounds forth to all men – John 3:17; 1 Timothy 2:4 – desires all to be saved.
b. However, not all answer the call – Matthew 22:14 – many called, few chosen. (Parable of wedding feast where those invited rejected the invite.)
i. 1 Timothy 4:10 – savior of world (potentially), savior of believers (actually) – i.e. all can be saved, but not all are saved.
c. While His glory and virtue attract some, it repels those blinded by Satan – 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 – the prefer the darkness to the light.
III. Called to Glory and Virtue
A. Called to Share in the Glory and Virtue
a. Called into the glorious kingdom – 1 Thessalonians 2:12
b. Colossians 1:13-14 – conveyed into the kingdom from the darkness.
i. Once not a people, but now a people – 1 Peter 2:9-10
ii. We share in the glory of the kingdom!
c. Called to share in the glory of Christ – 1 Corinthians 1:9
i. Chosen to obtain the glory of Jesus – 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 – ultimately in the end, but even now as we’re set apart by His word. (cf. John 17:17 – which is why we need to hold those traditions fast)
ii. Romans 8:16-18 – glory awaits if we endure suffering with Him – i.e. if we participate with Him in His virtuous suffering then we are promised eternal glory. (cf. 1 Peter 5:10 – after a while God will establish us for eternity)
B. Glory and Virtue Now and to Come
a. This glory and virtue is ultimately prospective, but as we’re drawn to it by Christ we partake of it in part now.
b. It will be consummated in the end, but only in those who are currently participating in it to the degree it is attainable in Christ
c. 1 John 3:1-3 – We are God’s glorious, and virtuous children through Christ.
i. The world may not be able to see it in its fullest sense.
ii. However, we will be revealed in the end.
Conclusion
1. The glory and virtue of Christ is such that attracts those with noble minds.
2. God sent Christ to draw men to Him to obtain salvation.
3. This salvation is ultimately a participation by grace in the glory and virtue of the divine nature who called us.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Thanks be to God for the glory and virtue of Christ, and for His inclusion of us in such!
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