Outline by Jeremiah Cox
God, kings, and the King
Introduction
1. The OT was recorded for our learning (cf. Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11).
2. A survey of OT history brings out many lessons to be applied in our lives today.
a. Perhaps, the greatest lesson is the general truth that we wholly rely upon God’s guidance, wisdom, and protection.
b. When we depart from it, we suffer greatly.
3. We must learn from the mistakes of God’s people in the past, and always place our full dependency on God no matter what others are doing.
4. This lesson can especially be learned from the events which transpired early in the history of Israel’s established nation in the promised land when they rejected the theocratic government of God in a desire to be like the surrounding nations of monarchical structure.
I. The Rejection of Theocracy and Establishment of Monarchy
A. Israel Rejects God and Demands a King
a. God’s original intention – Exodus 19:3-6 – depend upon God by obeying in Him and you will be an established power in the earth.
i. True theocracy – God was their king.
ii. Time of judges – God promoted order and guidance through appointed judges, as well as deliverance in time of need.
b. A change is requested – 1 Samuel 8:1-5 – not simply a request for Samuel to reprimand his sons, and appoint new judges, but to change the system.
i. (v. 5) – “Judge” – not simply to make judgements and settle disputes.
ii. “to rule, to govern” (Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon)
iii. “The military deliverer was the head over a volunteer army summoned when danger threatened (militia). In the time of Samuel this procedure proved inadequate for Israel. They wanted a leader who would organize and lead a standing army. They asked Samuel, therefore, for a king such as the other nations had, one who was apt and trained in warfare, and whose successor (son) would be carefully trained, too. There would be more continuity in leadership as a result. Included in this idea of a king who would “judge” them like the other nations was the idea of a ruler; in order to sustain a permanent army and its training, the people had to be organized for taxation and conscription.” (W.E. Vine)
c. The reaction, and instruction from God to Samuel – 1 Samuel 8:6-9
i. Problem with the request from the people:
1. Not simply the inherent concept of a monarchy – cf. Deuteronomy 17:14-15 (Could still be a legitimate theocracy in the same way the period of judges was.)
2. But the transfer of trust from God to a man-king – (vv. 7-8)
3. Cf. 1 Samuel 10:17-19 (Saul proclaimed king) – highlighting the wrong in their request.
4. NOTE: This was after much trouble with the Philistines, although God delivered them like always.
ii. They rejected God – His counsel, provision, protection, etc.
1. Their request came from distrust in God, and discontentment.
2. They thought a king could solve their problems.
d. The warning about the king – 1 Samuel 8:9-18
i. The King would have power to do as he pleased in many ways. (Still must be subject to the law of God.)
ii. He would use his power for much personal gain – also, the desire for a military presence would necessitate taxation upon what was already required of the people by the Law of Moses.
iii. Consider – what happens when a king does not have the people’s best interest at heart, and even more importantly God’s interest?
B. The Failures of Israel’s Kings
a. Saul:
i. Out of cowardice he offered an unlawful sacrifice when intimidated by the Philistines – 1 Samuel 13
ii. Out of rebellion he failed to destroy Amalek as God commanded – 1 Samuel 15
iii. Out of jealously he continually sought David’s life.
b. Solomon (David’s son):
i. Married foreign wives against God’s command and turned after their false gods – 1 Kings 11
c. Rehoboam (Solomon’s son):
i. Heeded the advice of his peers rather than elders and made the burden on the people greater leading to Jeroboam and Israel’s rebellion and the divided kingdom – 1 Kings 12
ii. Did evil by not preparing his heart to serve the Lord – 2 Chronicles 12:14 (Idolatry)
d. Jeroboam (Northern King – Israel):
i. Did not trust in God to secure for him the loyalty of the people so he built high places at Dan and Bethel so the people wouldn’t turn to Jerusalem where Rehoboam was – 1 Kings 12
ii. Such would characterize Israel for the continued future – idolatry leading to captivity.
e. God’s people should learn from this that trust should not be placed in any man, not even ourselves, but that we should place our trust in the infallible wisdom and power of God.
i. Israel would have been better off simply relying fully on him instead of requesting a king.
f. Not all were evil men. Some sought the Lord. The greatest of these was a type of Christ – David – cf. 1 Samuel 13:14 – a man after God’s own heart.
II. The Establishment of a Theocratic Monarchy
A. The Kingdom of Prophecy
a. An everlasting kingdom promised to David – 2 Samuel 7:12-16 (after wanting to build God a house)
i. Certainly, seen fulfilled in part in his son Solomon.
b. Isaiah 9:6-7 – a Child would be born to sit upon the throne of David forever.
c. cf. Acts 2:25-32 – spoke concerning the Christ.
B. The God King – Jesus
a. A key messianic prophecy of the eternal kingdom – Psalm 110
b. The truth in contrast to Jewish presumption:
i. The Messiah was more than the physical seed of David, but the Son of God – Matthew 22:41-46 (SHOWS SUPERIORITY TO THE PRIOR KINGS, EVEN THE GREATEST IN DAVID)
ii. The Messiah as King would also be High Priest, requiring an annulment of the Old Covenant and the establishment of a better one:
1. Hebrews 5:9-11 – called priest after the order of Melchizedek. (Psalm 110:4) (MELCHIZEDEK WAS BOTH PRIEST AND KING)
2. Melchizedek’s greatness shown in comparison to Abraham – Hebrews 7:1-10
3. Hebrews 7:11-19 – an explanation of a necessary change in law for this to occur.
c. Consider:
i. The new King was not just a man, but God Himself.
ii. The new King was not just a king, but the unending High Priest.
iii. Accordingly, the new King’s law was necessarily a new, and better one.
iv. Being God and man, the new King/High Priest was inerrant, as well as capable of great compassion and sympathy with aid for His people.
C. Progression considered:
a. At the rejection of God by His own people God ensured that the lesson of dependency on Him was learned through the rough times in Israel’s history under human kings.
b. Through the lineage of the 2nd king of Israel, David, God’s providence would provide for His own Son to reign as King, ultimately placing God back upon the throne.
c. In such a plan, God made provision for a better covenant and kingdom which would invite any and all who desire citizenship and grant them the protection, provision, and salvation that only He can offer.
d. Such citizens acknowledge the authority of the King, and understand it is for their own good knowing it will only lead them to spiritual rest – cf. Matthew 11:28-30
III. The Nature of the King’s Reign
A. It is Spiritual
a. As noted before in the messianic prophecies and their fulfillment in Jesus.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]John 18:33-37 – Pilate questions Jesus concerning His self-proclaimed royalty.
i. (v. 36) – His kingdom is spiritual – not of this world.
ii. (v. 37) – Ultimately, His rule is expressed in the submission to the truth by individuals.
B. It is Within Us
a. Luke 17:20-21 – Jesus noted that His reign is found within men.
b. He reigns through the control we allow Him to have in our hearts – Galatians 2:20 – Christ living in us through faith.
c. We are to set Christ apart in our hearts as that authority – “SANCTIFY CHRIST AS LORD IN YOUR HEARTS” (1 Peter 3:15; NASB).
d. Those who rather seek to do what they desire instead of submitting to the rule of Christ have their appetite as their God, thus their king – Philippians 3:19 (their god is their belly).
i. In reality, they set up Satan as the power they submit to – Ephesians 2:1-2 – “prince of the power of the air”
ii. THIS IS NO BETTER THAN WHAT ISRAEL DID WHEN THEY REJECTED GOD AND DEMANDED A KING LIKE THE NATIONS.
e. If we trust in the rule of God through King Jesus as He desires we will have victory – Revelation 17:14 (Lamb will overcome) – King of kings.
i. NOTE: called (by Christ – call answered), chosen (in answering the call), faithful (place their trust in Him through obedience).
ii. These will gain the victory.
C. When we place ourselves or others in control chaos and destruction ensues. We need to let Jesus rule our lives in His rightful place as King. Then we will gain the victory.
Conclusion
1. It is quite obvious by surveying the history of Israel that man needs more than another man leading him. HE NEEDS GOD.
2. God, knowing men need leadership and direction, devised a plan to set His own Son on the eternal throne as King.
3. Jesus’ rule is without flaw and will lead to ultimate victory in all circumstances. But we must be willing to set aside our pride and humbly submit to Him.
4. Do not make a similar mistake to that of the Israelites in requesting a king. Let God be the ruler in your life through His Son.
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