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Providing Honorable Things in the Sight of Men
2 Corinthians 8:21
Introduction
1. Paul had given orders to the churches of Galatia, and to the Corinthian church to collect a contribution for the needy saints in Jerusalem – 1 Corinthians 16:1-4
a. (vv. 3-4) – Paul would send whoever the Corinthians approved of to take the gift to Jerusalem and would go himself if they needed him to.
b. Macedonia also contributed – Romans 15:25-26; 2 Corinthians 8:1-4
2. Paul planned carefully how this gift would be collected and taken to the saints in Jerusalem – 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 – this to avoid blame, and to provide honorable things in the sight of men.
a. Three men chosen to go to Corinth to prepare gift, and take it to Jerusalem with Paul when he came:
i. Titus – (vv. 16-17) – Earnest Care, already willing to go in this service on His own accord.
ii. Brother whose praise is in the gospel – (vv. 18-19) – chosen by the churches (trusted, proven character).
iii. Brother who proved diligent in many things – (v. 22)
iv. All are amply qualified as trustworthy men to minister in this capacity – (vv. 23-24)
b. The reason given for these plans – (vv. 20-21)
i. (v. 20) – to avoid blame.
1. Paul conducted himself blamelessly – 1 Thessalonians 2:10
2. However, he thought it necessary to conduct himself with such TRANSPARENCY that would avoid any such suspicions.
ii. (v. 21) – to provide honorable things in their sight.
1. Provide – pronoeō – to give careful thought to (BDAG)
2. Honorable – kalos –  properly, beautiful, but chiefly (figuratively) good (literally or morally), i.e. valuable or virtuous. (STRONG)
3. I.e. make sure there was no appearance, or occasion for the wrong interpretation, of their actions as being wrong.
3. “NOT ONLY in the sight of the Lord, BUT ALSO in the sight of men” – contrary to popular thought, it does matter what others think.
a. It should certainly be our goal to be right in the sight of God.
b. However, we also have a responsibility to be right in the sight of men.
c. Such takes thoughtfulness/carefulness – we can’t just assume they know what we stand for, we must make sure we are appearing so to the best of our abilities.
d. We must never – within our power – give room for a wrong impression.
I. Reputation and Influence
A. Reputation in Christ
a. Christ is living in us – Galatians 2:20
i. John 8:31 – we are abiding in His word.
ii. People are supposed to realize we have been with Jesus – Acts 4:13
b. This reputation needs to be protected, not for our sake only, but for the sake of Christ:
i. Jews guilty of bringing reproach upon God – Romans 2:23-24
ii. Elders to be above reproach – 1 Timothy 3:7; Titus 1:6
1. Such reproach would not simply be upon him, but the Lord and His church.
iii. Corinthians rebuked for “airing their dirty laundry” before unbelievers – 1 Corinthians 6:1, 5-6 (Reputation of discipleship through love at stake – John 13:35)
iv. We represent Christ on earth, and that reputation needs to be protected lest we give the wrong impression concerning Christ by our behavior.
1. This includes the extra care of going above and beyond to ensure there is not even an APPEARANCE of wrong in the slightest.
2. We must be careful that even our good is not spoken of as evil (cf. Romans 14:16).
B. Influence in the World
a. Christ living in us by faith is the way God intends to influence the world to come to Christ.
i. Verse 1: Christ has no hands but our hands To do His work today, He has no feet but our feet To lead men in His way; He has no tongue but our tongues To tell men how He died, He has no help but our help To bring them to His side.
ii. Verse 2: We are the only Bible The careless world will read, We are the sinner’s gospel, We are the scoffers’ creed; We are the Lord’s last message Given in deed and word, What if the type is crooked? What if the print is blurred?
iii. Verse 3: What if our hands are busy With other things than His? What if our feet are walking Where sin’s allurement is? What if our tongues are speaking Of things His life would spurn, How can we hope to help Him And welcome His return?
iv. “The World’s Bible”
b. Our conduct must be honorable – 1 Peter 2:11-12
c. Not conformed, but transformed – Romans 12:2
i. But we must not give even the appearance of being conformed.
d. Salt and Light – Matthew 5:13-16 (flavor, preservation, illumination)
e. This means that even if we would not be inherently wrong in doing something, if it might give the wrong impression, thus hurt our influence, then we ought to avoid it – i.e. we need to go above and beyond, to tremendous lengths, to make sure there is not even a possibility for an impression of evil concerning us by another:
i. 2 Corinthians 8:20-21 – It is not that Paul taking the gift by himself would have been wrong, but unwise.
II. Providing Honorable Things in the Sight of Men
A. Confessing Sin
a. Confession of sin is beneficial to the confessor – James 5:16
i. That you may be healed.
ii. Prayer from righteous avails much.
iii. How do brethren know what to pray for without the confession?
iv. Accountability – (vv. 19-20) (Hebrews 3:12-13)
b. NOTE: It is God who forgives (cf. 1 John 1:9), and we must make our sins, and the repentance of them obvious before God.
c. However, there is also the need to make the clearing of ourselves apparent – 2 Corinthians 7:10-11 – “PROVED YOURSELVES TO BE CLEAR IN THIS MATTER”
i. Paul is speaking of what has witnessed/heard of.
ii. Titus – 2 Corinthians 7:6-7 – Titus was able to see the change in the Corinthians.
iii. This would require confession regarding known sin to show penitence to those who need to see it:
1. Sexually immoral man – 1 Corinthians 5:1-2
2. Told to receive him – 2 Corinthians 2:6-8
3. There is the obvious implication of his penitence made public.
4. IF THE CORINTHIANS WERE NOT TO ACCEPT HIM IN HIS SIN, THEN HOW WOULD THEY BE ABLE TO ACCEPT HIM WITHOUT HIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUCH SIN, AND FOLLOWING REPENTANCE?
d. Such penitence and confession of a public nature necessarily comes after the fact of making things right with God.
e. However, the lengths taken to “prove yourself clear in this matter” is necessary in providing honorable things in the sight of men.
i. This would continue in the change of habits/actions to make the continued penitence obvious to brethren.
B. Marriage
a. Marriage is honorable – Hebrews 13:4 – but fornication and adultery is detestable.
b. Marriage is a lifetime commitment – Matthew 19:3-6 – let not man separate.
c. Spouses must be very thoughtful concerning their appearance regarding interactions with the opposite sex who are not their husband/wife.
i. Time spent with another, being alone with another, communications, flirting, etc.
ii. This makes it clear to others that there is nothing inappropriate going on.
iii. This gives confidence to the spouses as each are being transparent and providing no place for doubt.
d. Involved in this effort would be the sharing of information necessary for such confidence in honorable behavior – where each other are, who we’re talking to, etc.
i. Genesis 2:24 – one flesh is indicative of a life shared together.
ii. There should be no privacy between spouses in marriage. No secrets, etc.
C. Morality
a. Alcohol
i. Consumption of alcohol is clearly condemned in scripture:
1. Proverbs 23:31-32 – do not look at the wine.
2. Ephesians 5:18 – do not be drunk with wine.
a. IN WHICH is dissipation.
b. Dissipation – asōtia; properly, unsavedness, i.e. (by implication) profligacy. (STRONG)
3. 1 Peter 4:3 – drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties.
a. Drunkenness – oi nophlygia; an overflow (or surplus) of wine, i.e. vinolency (drunkenness): — excess of wine. (STRONG)
b. Revelries – komos; “a revel, carousal,” the concomitant and consequence of drunkenness (VINE)
c. Drinking parties – potos; a drinking. (STRONG)
d. Denoting various levels of drunkenness, even the simple drink which starts the process.
ii. Such a substance about which the HS so clearly warns, and of such a nature that is so clearly opposed to God (asotia – unsavedness) makes the Christian’s obvious separation extremely important.
1. Going to a bar, but not drinking?
2. Going to a drinking party, but not drinking? (EX: work party, party with school friends)
b. Sexual Purity
i. The will of God, our sanctification – 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, 7-8
1. Vessel – body
a. Sanctification – set apart for God.
b. Honor – i.e. what is honorable, right.
2. NOT – passion of lusts – letting one’s passions dictate their actions.
3. (v. 7) – called to holiness.
a. Not, “how close can we get without going too far?”
b. Rather, “how separate can we be without going out of the world?”
4. 1 Peter 4:3 – not in lewdness and lusts.
ii. It is important that the Christian is obviously separated from the sexually immoral matters in culture. There should be no room left for doubt in the minds of men:
1. Going to a dance, but not dancing?
2. Going to a water park/public swimming pool (where immodesty is rampant, and inherent in the nature of the venue) even though you are dressed modestly?
a. Obviously, immodesty is everywhere, thus, unavoidable.
b. However, such places are places of undress. I.e. the very nature of the place ensures/requires/expects undress.
3. Going to a movie with known sexual themes? Does such show your purity of mind when others see you attend such a show?
D. Such principles could be applied to countless matters of everyday life. CHRISTIANS SHOULD NEVER DO ANYTHING THAT WOULD GIVE THE SLIGHTEST IMPRESSION OF SINFUL BEHAVIOR IN THEMSELVES, OR THE APPROVAL OF SUCH BEHAVIOR IN OTHERS.
Conclusion
1. Our main goal is to be found pleasing in God’s eyes.
2. However, included in this is how the world sees us, as we are representatives of Christ.
3. It is not enough for ourselves and God to know that we are walking correctly before Him.
4. We need to be those seeking to “provide honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (2 Corinthians 8:21).
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