When Grace is No Longer Grace – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
When Grace is No Longer Grace
Romans 11:5-6
Introduction
1. Salvation is by the plan God has chosen, therefore, for the people who submit to that plan, and therefore by His grace. If salvation were by anything that we effected ourselves, then it would not be by God’s grace – Romans 11:5-6
2. Romans 9-11 – Demonstrate that God’s rejection of the nation of Israel is just because they rejected His Son and sought righteousness their own way.
a. The nation is rejected, but if any individual Jew has faith in Christ, he will be right with God.
b. As long as Jews thought God should accept them by virtue of their flesh, and their possession of and keeping of the law, they would be lost.
3. We must not make the mistake in thinking the Jew’s self-righteousness which kept them in a lost state was simply their merit-based system. We can be guilty of the same self-righteousness in the name of promoting God’s grace if we aren’t careful.
a. The most fundamental aspect of their self-righteousness is that they sought righteousness their own way instead of God’s way – their system (regardless of the specifics of it) instead of God’s.
b. To seek righteousness our own way instead of God’s way – whatever that way may be – is to be guilty of self-righteousness, and therefore “grace is no longer grace” because salvation is based on our terms.
c. Some have perverted God’s grace by running in the opposite extreme of works-based salvation. When this is done, God’s plan is abandoned, and what is thought to be His grace is no longer grace.
I. The Election of Grace
A. God Used the Nation of Israel to Bring Christ into the World
a. Having established the universality of sin, the common need for forgiveness through Christ’s blood, and the availability for all men – Jew and Gentile, Paul answers perceived Jewish arguments about the unfaithfulness of God, and unfairness of His plan if it is true.
i. They presume that God is beholden to them by His promises in virtue of their flesh, and that His rejection of them and acceptance of the Gentiles is unrighteous.
ii. These thoughts stem from a willful ignorance of God’s use of the physical nation of Israel in His scheme of redemption.
b. The role God assigned to fleshly Israel was as a channel to bring the Savior into the world – Romans 9:1-5
i. (v. 3) – according to the flesh – “who are Israelites” (v.  4a).
1. Paul’s wish implies their objections to being left out of the Messianic blessings.
ii. (v. 4) – all these served a greater purpose.
iii. (v. 5) – the fathers (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 12 patriarchs) were the family, and eventual nation through which He would bring the Savior (Christ) in the flesh.
c. This purpose of God was fulfilled in the nation of Israel – Romans 9:6-13
i. Throughout this section, there is the simultaneous emphasis on God’s election of the physical nation as the conduit to bring the Messiah into the world, and on His election of His spiritual people based on the promise, not flesh.
1. Both factors revealed in God’s word have taken effect, though much of physical Israel is now rejected.
2. His word HAS taken effect, though they were ignorant of what His will actually entailed (10:3).
ii. Isaac, not Ishmael – (vv. 6-9)
1. (vv. 6-9) – Spiritual Israel and physical Israel are not the same.
a. Ishmael was Abraham’s son too, but Isaac was the one God chose to build the nation of Israel with, and thus bring the Christ.
b. But even descendants of Isaac are not spiritual Israel, but those who are “children of the promise” – i.e. spiritual descent, those who have partaken of the promise.
2. “your seed” (v. 7), “the promise” (v. 8), and “the word of promise” (v. 9) – all involve the promise that the Christ would come through Abraham’s seed – Genesis 12:3; Galatians 3:7-9, 13-14, 16, 29
3. Therefore, the reason God chose Isaac over Ishmael (Israelites over Ishmaelites) was to bring the Christ into the world, and only those who partake of that promise of the Christ are truly God’s spiritual children – “children of the promise are counted as the seed.” (v. 8)
iii. Jacob, not Esau – (vv. 10-13)
1. The fact that God chose Jacob instead of Esau – the younger instead of the older – shows that Israel was used, not because God owed them, but simply because God chose to use them.
2. (v. 12) – cf. Genesis 25:23 – NATIONS – Esau never served Jacob, but his descendants (nation) did – cf. 2 Samuel 8:13-14
a. (v. 11) – this choice reflects the idea, not that individual salvation is independent of individual action, but that Israel’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness would not jeopardize God’s choice to bring the Christ into the world through them. (cf. Romans 3:3)
3. (v. 13) – cf. Malachi 1:1-4a – speaking of NATIONS – Edom and Israel – i.e. God chose Israel through Jacob instead of Edom through Esau.
a. Why? To bring about the Christ.
b. (vv. 5-6) – the word of God has taken effect – God’s purpose for Israel is served. (cf. Romans 11:29 – this choice was irrevocable)
4. The point of God’s choice remains firm especially in who will be saved – those who have faith in Christ.
a. His choice of Israel was not based on anything He owed them – their purpose is served in bringing the Christ.
b. His choice of salvation being in Christ is not something they can change.
B. God Elected Those Who Have Faith in Christ to be Righteous
a. The Nation of Israel and their law were not God’s plan for man to be made righteous before Him – Romans 9:3-5; 10:4 – “end” = goal – (cf. Galatians 3:24).
i. But it was a national law – cannot talk about the law without the nation. (cf. Romans 9:4)
ii. Both the nation and the law were a part of God’s purpose to bring the Christ and stress the need of His atoning sacrifice – the law showed the need for grace and mercy.
iii. When Christ came, both the nation and the law had served their purpose – not to make man righteous, but to bring the One who could.
b. Those who have faith in Christ, Jew or Greek, are those who are saved – Romans 10:5-13 (not based on perfect keeping of the law, but by obedient faith)
i. (v. 4) – righteousness is by faith.
ii. (v. 5) – the law of Moses requires entire, perfect obedience for righteousness – this, as has been demonstrated, has failed (cf. Romans 3:23). (cf. Leviticus 18:5)
iii. (vv. 6-7) – the system whereby one can be made righteous (of faith) does not require something which we cannot achieve. (cf. Deuteronomy 30:12-14)
1. NOTE: The Deuteronomy passage was emphasizing the accessibility of God’s revealed will – all that’s left is to choose to obey. (This factor of obedience is in the Romans passage as well.)
a. Paul uses this to show the accessibility to the truth in the gospel message concerning the fulfillment of Messianic promise which had taken effect by God’s faithfulness. (9:6)
b. All that’s left is to choose to trust and obey.
2. (v. 8) – rather, it reveals the Christ for one to have faith in Him and be saved (cf. v. 17 – word of faith = word that produces faith). (cf. Deuteronomy 30:14)
iv. (vv. 9-13) – what it accessibly reveals for all to accept and act on is the Lordship and Messianic fulfillment of Jesus, sealed by His resurrection from the dead.
1. Whoever…Jew and Greek…all – this is for everyone.
2. (v. 13) – implicit in this idea, as well as demonstrated in parallel passages, is obedience of faith to the conditions set for forgiveness (vv. 16-17). (cf. Acts 22:16)
a. As the context goes on to explain, the confession of belief naturally precedes the appeal. (vv. 14-15)
b. You do not appeal to one for salvation that you do not believe is the One to provide it.
c. Like Paul, those Jews who have faith in Christ are a remnant who God elects by His grace for salvation – Romans 11:1, 5
II. “Seeking to Establish Their Own Righteousness”
A. The Nation of Israel Rejected the Christ
a. When Christ came, they stumbled at Him – Romans 9:32-33
i. Isaiah 8:14 – Enemy (Assyria) threatening Israel, let Jehovah be fear instead of rebellious/threatening people, then sanctuary, but stumbling and offense to those who do not trust Him (Assyria used to punish).
ii. Isaiah 28:16 – contrasting with false hope in human alliance, Jehovah is the tried-and-true foundation to trust in.
iii. Messianic – Salvation only comes through trust in the Messiah, but to reject Him and trust in self, or another is to be destroyed and ashamed.
b. Paul speaks of their “transgression” (NASB) in reference to the crucifixion of Christ – Romans 11:11-12 – this transgression God used to save the world (including Gentiles) and can be used to save Jews. (cf. Acts 2:22-24)
i. Matthew 21:42-44 – after parable of wicked vinedressers (Jewish leaders) who killed the landowner’s son (Christ).
ii. The One they rejected stands as their only hope. For salvation – Acts 4:10-12 – only in this way can they find their “fullness” – by having faith in the One God was faithful to bring through their nation. (Otherwise, it was all for naught for them.)
B. The Nation of Israel Sought Righteousness Their Own Way
a. It is God’s right to choose who He shows mercy to, and when Israel rejected His choice, they were hardened and made a vessel of wrath – Romans 9:14-24
i. After establishing God’s purpose and choice (Isaac, Jacob, children of promise) – (vv. 14-18) – it is not unrighteous for God to choose as He sees fit.
1. (v. 15) – cf. Exodus 33:19 – Moses pleads with God to be merciful to Israel after their sin and go with them into the promised land.
a. God’s statement reinforces the truth to Moses and the people that His decision to go with them was not something they can lay claim to.
b. The only reason is due to God’s choice to act in grace and compassion.
2. (v. 16) – His choice is not based in the people:
a. Wills – the Jews’ will that God keep them because of their flesh/nationality.
b. Runs – the Jews’ claim to righteousness by the Law.
3. (vv. 17-18) – cf. Exodus 9:16 – Pharaoh as an example, and sobering rebuke of the Jews who are opposing God’s will including the Gentiles in His plan of salvation.
a. Pharaoh was used by God for a specific purpose – to show His power and declare His name.
i. He knew Pharaoh’s heart, and that he would reject God’s purpose.
ii. When God commanded Him to let His people go Pharaoh was hardened.
b. The Jews, like Pharaoh, were stubbornly rejecting God’s plan, and standing in His way of showing mercy and compassion to whoever He willed.
c. (v. 18) – God’s choice presented opportunity to comply or become hardened through rejection.
i. Pharaoh was hardened.
ii. Israel was hardened – not because they had to be, but because they didn’t like God’s choice.
ii. (vv. 19-21) – It is not right for them to reply against God for choosing the way of salvation that would include Gentiles, and therefore hardening those who rejected it – THIS IS GOD’S DECISION, AND THIS IS THEIR FAULT FOR REJECTING IT.
iii. (vv. 22-24) – God endured with longsuffering the stubborn nation of Israel so He could save those who believe in Christ – Jew or Gentile.
1. It is not God’s fault that the majority of the Jews rejected this plan, making themselves vessels of wrath prepared for destruction.
2. They could have chosen to be recipients of God’s mercy instead. (Some did.)
b. Israel sought righteousness, but not by God’s way, and therefore did not attain it – Romans 9:30-33
i. (v. 30) – the Gentiles who have shown faith in Christ are righteous.
ii. (vv. 31-33) – the Jews, though wanting to have a relationship with God, have not found righteousness because they rejected God’s plan which included the Christ.
1. They did not seek by faith.
2. They sought by the law of Moses (wherein is not found the provision of atonement – merely pointed to it).
c. Israel’s rejection of God’s plan of righteousness is without excuse. It was revealed to them, but they rejected it, and did not obey – Romans 10:1-3, 16-21
i. (vv. 1-3) – their zeal is without knowledge as they have rejected God’s plan for them to be righteous – they did not submit to it, obey it.
1. “seeking to establish their own righteousness” – this is a type of self-righteousness.
2. Not simply claiming to be righteous based on perfect works, BUT ACTING AS LAWGIVER YOURSELF AND MAKING YOUR OWN PLAN OF SALVATION.
ii. Their ignorance and unbelief/disobedience is without excuse, but willful (vv. 16-21):
1. (vv. 16-17) – They did not have obedient faith which the word of God produces.
a. This was not because they did not hear the gospel.
2. (v. 18) – cf. Psalm 19:4 – the word of the gospel was preached to the whole world.
3. (vv. 19-20) – cf. Deuteronomy 32:21; Isaiah 65:1 – the Jews were made angry when the Gentiles found the blessings of the gospel.
4. (v. 21) – cf. Isaiah 65:2 – Israel was contrary to God’s plan and was disobedient.
a. I.e., having heard it they rejected it.
C. The Nation of Israel Has a Faithful Remnant Who Accepted the Christ
a. God didn’t reject any Jew simply because they were Jewish, and He didn’t accept any Gentile simply because they were a Gentile.
b. God has not cast away the Israelites – Romans 11:1-6
i. (vv. 1-2a) – if Jews were rejected based on their flesh, then Paul would be rejected, but he is not.
1. (v. 2a) – foreknew – i.e. those He had known as His people throughout the Old Testament – “to whom pertain the adoption” (9:4)
ii. (vv. 2-4) – Elijah claimed he was the only Israelite faithful to God and plead with God AGAINST Israel.
1. (v. 4) – God did not cast away His people then because there were still 7,000 in Israel who were faithful.
iii. (vv. 5-6) – As Paul writes there is a remnant of Jews that remain His people – NOT BECAUSE OF THEIR FLESH, OR KEEPING OF THE LAW OF MOSES, BUT BECAUSE OF GOD’S GRACE.
1. “election of grace” – the election of those for salvation who have submitted in faith to God’s plan of salvation.
2. (v. 6) – it is not of him who wills or runs, but God who shows mercy and compassion (9:16) – His choice was to show such to those who obeyed Christ.
D. As is demonstrated with the Jews, when God’s plan of salvation is altered on any level, even if it is with a false concept of God’s grace, much less a works/flesh-based plan, then it no longer saves – “otherwise grace is no longer grace.” (11:6)
a. It becomes your plan of salvation – thus, saving yourself, rather than relying on God.
III. When Grace is No Longer Grace
A. When Grace is Dictated by Man
a. When grace is no longer grace – Romans 11:5-6 – if it is of works, it is no longer grace.
i. Works of the Law of Moses.
ii. Perfect works – Romans 4:1-4 – merit (thinking you can earn your salvation)
iii. However, there is a more fundamental fault the Jews were guilty of that we can be too – seeking to establish their own method of being righteous with God that differs from God’s.
1. Theirs was through fleshly descent and keeping of the Law of Moses.
2. One could do the same thing in seeking to emphasize grace, yet in ways which the scripture does not reveal.
b. The fundamental flaw is operating from man’s wisdom, rather than what God has revealed – Romans 10:2-3 – ignorance.
i. Their failure to obtain what they seek was due to their own wisdom – Romans 11:7-8
1. Isaiah 29:9-10, 13 – judgment on Jerusalem acting on their own wisdom instead of God’s – their “fear,” or devotion/religion was not based in divine revelation, but human wisdom.
2. Deuteronomy 29:4 – reflecting on the wilderness wandering Israelites who stubbornly refused to trust in God despite all the care He showed them.
ii. Their position was taken for granted, and blinded them to the truth – Romans 11:9-10
1. Psalm 69:22-23 – “table” paralleled with “well-being” – David prays that the well-being of his enemies be their downfall.
2. Any bias, or preconceived notion (like the Jews who thought God would always keep them regardless of their ways) will blind us from truth.
c. Even in understanding that salvation is by grace, not meritorious works, if we operate on human wisdom instead of the simple gospel and take for granted the false presuppositions of the religious world around us (broken nature, inability, etc.) we will pervert God’s grace, and then it is no longer grace. (cf. Galatians 1:6-7 – perverted gospel)
i. Only by submitting to God’s plan can we be saved – Romans 10:3; 11:5
B. When Grace Performs Saving Work on the Heart Separate from the Word
a. Grace that is not grace – I am incapable of believing because of my corrupted nature or inability, and for my heart to be receptive to truth it must be changed by grace through Divine operation separate from the truth itself.
i. Lydia – Acts 16:14 – how did the Lord do this?
1. Was the method different than what Paul would use in Thessalonica? – Acts 17:2-4 – reasoning, explaining, demonstrating from the scriptures, thus persuading.
2. (v. 13) – spoke the gospel to them – (v. 14) – heeded it, i.e. was persuaded and acted on it.
ii. “To you it has been given to know” – Luke 8:10 – in what way?
1. Parable of Sower explains – (v. 15) – soils representing hearts, they had an honest heart that wanted to know – (v. 9) – asked Jesus what it meant.
2. Honest inquiry into the word – i.e. honest seeking – leads to persuasion of truth.
iii. The explanation is usually ambiguous, not demonstrable – it is passive, not something you can seek. It either happens, or not, and you cannot make your heart receptive to God’s word without God directly doing something to it first.
b. How did Paul reveal it worked?
i. His very ministry manifests that the mechanism used by God to lead hearts to faith in Jesus is the gospel – Romans 1:1-7
1. (v. 1) – His work is to minister in the gospel. (v. 9)
2. (v. 2) – this good news was foreshadowed in the prophets (cf. Romans 3:21).
3. (vv. 3-4) – the good news in which Paul ministers is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God – evidence presented, humanity, deity – resurrection.
a. This is the power of persuasion in the gospel.
b. Not an unidentifiable divine operation on the heart.
4. (v. 5) – the gospel Paul preaches as an apostle is unto (“for,” eis) obedience to the faith.
5. (vv. 6-8) – this is how the Romans are saints.
ii. His ministry is to all, wise and unwise, because the gospel is the very thing that persuades men, and changes their hearts – Romans 1:14-17
1. (v. 14) – the gospel is perfectly suited to all men as they are – i.e. they can receive it as they are if they want to.
2. (v. 16) – the gospel message is God’s power to save – not some power outside of it.
a. If there is an additional power necessary, then the gospel is not as powerful as Paul portrays it.
3. (v. 17) – God’s plan for man to be righteous is revealed, and such produces faith. (Romans 10:17)
c. If my understanding of grace is that God must operate on my heart separate from the power of His word, then grace is no longer grace, but an invented method of coming to salvation my own way.
C. When Grace Saves by Faith Alone
a. Grace that is not grace – Grace, God’s unmerited favor, means that I am to do nothing, for if I do something which is made a part of my salvation, then it is not of grace. Man is saved by faith alone, not by works of obedience.
i. “for everyone who believes” – Romans 1:16 – of what sort is this belief?
1. John 12:42-43 – these believed. Are they saved?
2. James 2:19 – demons believe. Are they saved?
ii. Abraham – Romans 4:3 – believed – of what sort was his belief?
1. “him who works” – was this referring to obedience, or perfect keeping of law?
2. James 2:21-24 – not faith alone, but with works of obedience.
iii. The problem is excluding “works” from their context and applying it broadly. Paul and James do not contradict. Paul speaks of perfect works of the Law of Moses, and James works of obedient faith.
b. What kind of faith did Paul speak of in the gospel?
i. His ministry in the gospel was for the purpose of producing a faith that obeyed – Romans 1:5; 16:25-27
1. Bookends help define the nature of the faith in the epistle.
2. “obedience to the faith” – obeying the object of faith, the gospel, which obedience would be a product of the faith the gospel produced – Romans 1:17
3. “obedience of faith” (NASB, ESV) – i.e. faith’s obedience – obedience is intrinsic to the type of faith discussed.
ii. The Romans were those who had the faith Paul speaks about – a faith that obeyed – Romans 1:5-6, 8; 6:17-18
1. Romans 1:5-6, 8 – Paul’s ministry was to bring the nations to the obedience of faith, and he groups the Romans among them – their OBEDIENT faith is spoken of throughout the world. (cf. 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 8-10 – work of faith, gone out, serving God)
2. Romans 6:17-18 – they were obeying sin (v. 16), but then they obeyed the form of doctrine they were not serving as a slave – of righteousness.
a. Form of doctrine – Romans 6:1-4 – baptism – death, burial, resurrection, newness of life (delivered to it – now a slave of that doctrine).
iii. Paul explains that those delivered from the body of death and freed from condemnation are those who are subject to God’s law – Romans 7:24-8:2, 6-8
1. Romans 7:24-25 – through Christ we are delivered from the body of death as we turn to serve God with the mind. (cf. Romans 12:2 – renewing of mind)
2. Romans 8:1-2 – those who are not condemned in Christ are those who are walking according to the Spirit.
a. MSS difference for verse 1 are inconsequential – the context supplies thee thought in verse 4.
b. (v. 2) – i.e. the gospel.
3. Romans 8:6-8 – the life and peace we are given are conditioned upon pleasing God by walking according to the Spirit.
a. I.e. we are not freed from condemnation in Christ unless we obey Him (v. 9 – Spirit of Christ).
c. If my understanding of grace leads to the conclusion that there is nothing I am to do, and that obedience or lack thereof is inconsequential to my standing with God then I have perverted the scriptural concept of grace.
D. When Grace Substitutes Christ’s Perfect Obedience as My Own
a. Grace that is not grace – Righteousness before God requires sinless perfection. God’s grace transfers Christ’s perfect obedience to me, and my sin to Him, thereby making me righteous before God.
i. Is it God that requires sinless perfection before Him to be righteous, or the Law of Moses?
1. If one is to be right with God on the basis of the Law of Moses alone then sinless perfection is required – Romans 10:5
2. This was never God’s plan for man to be righteous – Romans 9:31-32; 10:3-4 – His plan was never conditioned on sinless perfection, but on faith.
ii. Men who had sinned were justified while living under the law of Moses because God’s plan for them to be righteous required faith, not sinless perfection – Hebrews 9:15 – “those who are called” – Romans 1:5-6 – those who have obedient faith.
iii. The whole focus of Romans is that God’s system for man to be righteous was not perfect obedience, but faith. If Christ’s perfect obedience transferred to the believer is what it takes for man to be righteous before God, then this is the same system of perfect obedience repackaged.
b. What did Paul speak of concerning the justification of man?
i. Was it the transfer of righteousness or sin from one person to another? Or was it the condition of faith that is met for God’s forgiveness?
ii. Paul explains the imputation (accounting) of righteousness by faith through the concept of forgiveness – Romans 4:1-8
1. (vv. 1-2) – Boasting was excluded in Abraham’s justification, because he did not find it in the flesh.
2. (vv. 3-4) – Abraham’s righteousness was through faith.
3. (v. 5) – Believing on God who will justify us is how we are justified, not by living perfectly (“him who does not work”).
4. (vv. 6-8) – David spoke about this in Psalm 32:1-2
a. Imputation of righteousness apart from works = not imputing sin (forgiving sin)
b. When a man sins, he is not righteous. If God forgives those sins, then he is righteous. God’s condition to receive forgiveness is faith.
5. God forgives, He does not transfer the righteousness of another (Christ).
6. On what basis can God forgive the sinner? – Romans 3:21-26 – the sinner has faith in the atoning blood of Christ which stands as payment for the sins of all.
iii. Paul explains that the action of Christ which stands for our own (vicariously) is His death, not all His obedience in life – Roman 5:6-9; 8:1-4
1. Romans 5:6-9 – His death is on our behalf, justified by His blood.
2. Romans 8:1-4 – Christ did something by coming in the flesh that fulfills something in us.
a. (v. 1) – why is there no condemnation in Christ.
b. (v. 2) – the gospel has freed us from the law of sin and death.
i. Law of sin and death = when you sin you die.
ii. We sinned, but because of the gospel we are freed from condemnation, death.
c. (v. 3) – What the law could not do = fulfill the righteous requirement of the law in us (v. 4)
i. Make true payment for sin to satisfy God’s wrath.
ii. “weak through the flesh” (cf. Hebrews 9:9-10).
d. God fulfilled the righteous requirement of the law – death to satisfy the penalty of sin – by sending Jesus on account of sin (cf. Hebrews 9:28 – next sending will not be on account of sin).
e. (v. 4) – because of Christ’s death, we do not have to pay the penalty for our sins (cf. Romans 6:23).
f. However, Paul does NOT say that Christ’s perfect obedience is substituted as our own.
Conclusion
1. Rather than allowing ourselves to be influenced by the religious climate we are surrounded by we must simply let God’s word speak.
2. If we want God’s grace because we know it is only by God’s grace that we can be saved, then we must take it for what it is with joy.
3. However, if through the influence of erring theology and soteriology we make something of God’s grace that He never revealed, though we may not claim to merit our standing with God as the Jew, we will still be guilty of nullifying God’s grace through self-righteousness.
4. Let us humbly become fools that we may be wise with the wisdom God in His plan of salvation.
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