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To the Church of the Thessalonians – Their Trial
1 Thessalonians 3
Introduction
1. Paul has touched on the fact that the Thessalonians were subjected to immediate affliction (1:6) and were left to experience more adversity (2:14).
2. The entire epistle is the product of Paul’s anxious spirit concerning the state of the Thessalonians’ faith through trial – 3:1
3. 1 Thessalonians 3 provides insight into the report Paul received concerning their faithfulness in trial, and the way in which they remained faithful in trial.
4. All Christians are going to experience trial in their faith, and we must be equipped to handle it like the Thessalonians.
I. Their Experience of Trial (vv. 1-5)
A. The Danger (vv. 1-3a, 5b)
a. (v. 1) – Paul’s anxiety for the Thessalonians speaks to the danger to their faith.
i. 2:17 – He was violently ripped away from them in persecution.
ii. 1:6; 2:14 – they received the word in affliction and suffered from their countrymen.
iii. Paul knew the environment he left them in, and was aware of their precarious position as new converts – cf. Matthew 13:20-21 (stony soil)
iv. “left…alone” – kataleipō – a strengthen word for leave, describing abandonment, desolation, and deprivation.
1. (v. 2) – Timothy was extremely profitable for Paul.
2. However, the Thessalonians’ situation called for this.
b. (v. 3a) – He didn’t want them to be shaken.
i. “shaken by (en) these afflictions” – en – not necessarily instrumental, but locational.
ii. Shaken – sainō – “(1) originally of dogs wag the tail, move the tail to and fro, fawn; figuratively, of persons fawn over, flatter; passive be deceived or deluded; (2) figuratively and passive, as being carried away emotionally by circumstances be shaken, be disturbed, be unsettled; either meaning makes good sense in 1TH 3.3, but ancient versions and Greek expositors prefer the second” (ALGNT)
iii. 1 – concern that in the affliction they would be persuaded by others to pursue another course that would alleviate suffering. (EX: Hebrews)
iv. 2 – concern that the affliction would wear them down, and discourage their faith.
c. (v. 5b) – Satan is always at work in tribulation – in it he tempts us to forsake God, pursue worldly relief, and give up.
i. 2 Corinthians 12:7 – messenger of Satan to torment.
B. The Protection (vv. 2b, 3b-5)
a. Knowledge – (v. 3b) – knowing that following Christ leads to suffering allows us to be prepared to deal with it.
i. Christ’s words – John 15:18-20 – not greater than the master.
1. Appointed – “we have been destined for this.” (NASB)
2. It was always God’s intention to let His children experience tribulation to help them grow and prove their faith. (cf. Acts 14:22)
ii. Shouldn’t be surprised – 1 Peter 4:12
b. Warning – (v. 4) – Paul did not avoid the “hard” things when seeking to convert them.
i. Paul knew it was very likely to happen, told them that, and it happened.
ii. Helps count the cost – Luke 14:25-30
iii. NOTE: It is unwise, and wrong to withhold difficult expectations from those we wish to convert. (cf. Mark 8:34; cf. Matthew 19:10-11)
c. Encouragement – (vv. 2, 5) – Timothy was sent to see how they were doing, and to help them do even better.
i. Establish – strengthen, cause their faith to be solid, and firm. (cf. Psalm 1:3 – they needed roots, and sustenance)
ii. Encourage – parakaleō – para (near) and kaleō (to call) – to call near to ones side to receive help, or to administer help. (cf. Hebrews 3:13)
II. Their Steadfastness in Trial (vv. 6-10)
A. Their Faithfulness (vv. 6, 8)
a. Good news – Timothy was sent in their anxious ignorance of the Thessalonians’ state, and what he brought back was a good report.
i. What had become of the Thessalonians?
ii. Had their faith wavered? Did they give up? Were they like those the Lord spoke about in the parable of the sower? (cf. Matthew 13:20-21)
iii. Was their labor in vain? (v. 5) – would they be able to experience this in the judgment (2:19)?
iv. How refreshing to hear that the brethren are doing well – cf. Philemon 7
b. Faith – 1:3 – “work of faith” – the great activity in faith Paul remembered when he was with them continued.
i. It should be continued in – Colossians 1:21-23 – i.e. by continuing in THE faith.
c. Love – 1:3 – “labor of love” – the intense activity they were involved in which could only be actuated by love had continued.
i. It should be continued in and pursued – Hebrews 13:1; 1 Timothy 6:11
d. Remembrance of and desire for Paul, et. al – special significance is found when the objects of remembrance are those who bring truth.	
i. For the Thessalonians, and all other converts of Paul, he cannot be separated from the truth.
ii. That they remembered him meant that it was no superficial matter, but one established on unchanging truth – cf. Galatians 4:12-20 – they were zealous for the truth even after Paul left, and that is reflected in their remembrance of him, and desire to see him.
e. (v. 8) – they “stand fast in the Lord” – i.e. they remain faithful to Christ. Their relationship with Him is being sustained and is growing.
B. Their Comfort Provided (vv. 7-10)
a. (vv. 7-8) – the faith of the Thessalonians was a great comfort and encouragement to the apostle and his companions in their own struggles.
i. The faithfulness of brethren is comforting and encouraging.
ii. When we see others endure struggles faithfully it enables us to endure our own.
1. Their steadfastness in trial helped produce the steadfastness of others in trial.
iii. Comfort in conflict has a resounding effect on others – 2 Corinthians 1:6-7
1. When we suffer it helps others face suffering.
2. When we are comforted, it provides comfort for others who are involved in the same faith.
3. There is hope because to partake in one is to have expectation to partake in the other.
b. (vv. 9-10) – Paul’s anxiety for the Thessalonians is transformed into thanksgiving to God for them as he prays to be able to see them again and help them grow further.
i. “and perfect what is lacking in your faith” – there is always room to grow. This foreshadows the following exhortation, and that of chapter 4.
III. Their Increase in Love in Trial (vv. 11-13)
A. The Need for Love to Increase (vv. 11-12)
a. (v. 12) – Paul’s desire and prayer is for them to increase in love.
i. 1:3; 3:6 – indicates love is something they are already faithfully practicing.
ii. 4:9-10a – indicates that love is something they already know is required of them.
iii. 4:10b – indicates their need to grow in love and includes their effort.
iv. Paul’s prayer is that “the Lord make you” – cf. Philippians 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 2:13 – it must be accomplished by God’s working power through the word.
v. Love is a key ingredient to persevering through trial and bringing God glory – 1 Peter 4:7-11 – in the midst of suffering, Peter tells them to persist in love, hospitality, serving each other, and speaking God’s word to each other, all to God’s glory.
vi. “one another” – love for each other supplies needs and gives care and aid.
vii. “to all” – brings those who would be opposed to Christ to be saved by Him.
viii. Increase – grow.
ix. Abound – the overflowing of love to which the growth leads – they would not lack in love.
b. “just as we do to you” – (v. 11) – their prayer to be brought to them again manifests this great affection and care that they should emulate.
B. The Goal of Love (v. 13)
a. Love prepares the Christian for judgment (5:23-24) – both love for God and man. 
b. Love establishes us:
i. Blameless – no charge able to be brought and sustained against us.
ii. Holiness – “in holiness” – i.e. our blamelessness is in the realm of holiness – set apart, pure, dedicated to God’s purposes.
Conclusion
1. In trial we must remember that we were appointed to it, and we should not be shaken by it.
2. Instead, we must stand fast in the Lord, continue to do what He has called us to despite the affliction, and increase in love.
3. The trials ultimately prepare us to stand in judgment by the grace of God.
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