Only a Cup of Cold Water – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Only a Cup of Cold Water
The Grandeur of Simple Service
Matthew 10:40-42
Introduction
1. Human wisdom and perspective have often warped the proper evaluation of spiritual service – whether it be that a thing is valued by God, or how much it is valued by God in comparison to other things.
a. Some assign spiritual value to things and activities which the Bible speaks nothing about.
b. Some evaluate some activities above other activities, often in a way that dismisses what they deem to be lesser.
2. Instead of arbitrarily assigning certain values to things which may be done for others and for God, we ought to see what God thinks about them.
3. Jesus showed that a Divine perspective assigns tremendous value to even a cup of cold water being given to another disciple – Matthew 10:40-42 – what makes such a thing so valuable to God?
I. The Spiritual Value of Service
A. The Spiritual Value of Service is Determined by its Relation to God (v. 40)
a. Matthew 10 marks a transition from the ministry of Jesus to that of His disciples.
i. Matthew 9:35-38 – Jesus’ ministry is given Him by His Father, and Jesus prays that the gospel would be furthered by sending out others.
ii. Matthew 10:1, 8, 16 – Jesus equips the apostles and sends them out to preach and heal.
iii. Matthew 10:5-15 discusses the polarization of their ministry with some reception and some rejection, and verses 16-39 largely emphasize the rejection while encouraging faithfulness.
b. Matthew 10:40-42 – discusses those who would receive them, implications of the reception, and rewards of the reception.
i. (v. 40) – establishes the chain of command/authority, and shows this all comes back to a relationship with God that the people have or don’t have.
ii. I.e. what they do to or for the apostles they do to or for Christ who sent them, and therefore to or for God who sent Him.
c. Jesus’ argument for receiving His teaching – John 7:16-17 – if one is truly seeking to follow God, they will accept Jesus’ teaching because God sent Him.
d. Hospitality and reception of the apostles would be pleasing to God because He sent them – Matthew 9:38
e. When something is done in accordance with God’s will, or for Him that is authorized or prescribed by Him, it has spiritual value because of God to whom it is directed.
i. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – scripture equips us for every good work because it is the revelation of every good work by God, and instruction on how to carry it out.
B. The Spiritual Value of Service is Determined by the Motivation Behind It (vv. 41-42)
a. “in the name of” is a rabbinic idiom meaning “they are welcomed not simply as a person but in the light of their perceived role…and that it is that status which has triggered the welcome.” (France, R.T., NIC New Testament)
i. Eis (to or into) onoma (the name) – “the name is used for everything which the name covers, everything the thought or feeling of which is aroused in the mind by mentioning, hearing, remembering, the name, i.e. for one's rank, authority, interests, pleasure, command, excellences, deeds etc.” (THAYER)
ii. The reception or service of the person is directed towards or into the role in which they come.
iii. It makes the reception about something/someone bigger than both parties under consideration.
1. EX: Respecting the presidency no matter who holds the office, but in doing so respect will be paid to the individual holding that office.
b. “It is not the magnitude of the service that determines the size or the reward but the motive and its appreciation by the Lord.” (Lenski)
i. It’s the thought that counts – though this does not mean what is done and how it is done is insignificant – but the thought being appropriate will lead to the action being appropriate.
c. 3 John 5-8 – when Gaius received those who went forth for God’s sake in a way that was fitting God’s will he showed his motive to be in service of God and His purposes, and that is exactly what it accomplished.
i. Opposite – Matthew 6:1 – the motive being to be seen by men robs the activity of any spiritual value.
C. The Spiritual Value of Service is Determined by the Response to What the Opportunity Provides (v. 42)
a. Receives – this is a broad term which might include any number of things.
i. There is not one way to receive those Jesus is speaking about.
b. Verses 40-41 use the broad verb “receives,” and verse 42 gives a specific example of what it could mean – giving only a cup of cold water to another.
i. Only – monon – “merely” (STRONG)
ii. I.e. the act is simple, but because it could be done and it was done it is effective.
iii. “If just a cup of water I place within your hand, Then just a cup of water is all that I demand” (Follow Me, #564)
c. James 2:15-16; 4:17 – opportunity assigns responsibility, but it also possesses significant value – it is what needs to be done and what can be done.
d. 1 John 3:16-17 – providing the world’s goods to a needy brother is not equated with the magnitude of Christ’s sacrifice, but is valued based on the need, the opportunity to provide it, and the sacrifice made to provide it.
D. The Spiritual Value of Service is Determined by the Value of the One Served (vv. 41-42)
a. Connecting the phrase, “in the name of,” with the object to which it points.
b. The service is not great because of what it is, but because of who it is for.
i. (v. 40) – one sent by Jesus, therefore Jesus, therefore God who sent Jesus.
ii. (v. 41a) – prophet – a mouthpiece of God – receiving him means receiving God and His will. (cf. Jeremiah 35:15 – God was disobeyed when the prophet was rejected)
iii. (v. 41b) – righteous man – one who is aligned with God’s revelation of righteousness. (cf. Romans 14:1-4, 17 – God is received in receiving him because he is received by God)
iv. (v. 42) – little one, disciple – i.e. a follower of Christ, even on the most basic level. (cf. Matthew 18:10-11 – God acknowledges them and is identified with them and they must not be despised, or it reflects poorly on your view of God)
c. Matthew 25:34-40 – when we do something for a disciple of Christ, we do something for Christ. (cf. 1 John 4:12, 20-21 – God abides in us as we follow Him, and loving one in whom God abides is also loving God.)
i. This would also include my interaction with all men on a broader level – Genesis 1:26; Psalm 100:1-3 – He made everyone in His image.
II. Application
A. All We Do Should Be Motivated and Governed by God’s Will
a. The purpose of man is broadly stated – Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
i. This does not offer some list of things that constitute man’s purpose.
ii. Even the very commandments of God, though they may be numbered, have an exceeding number of life applications which flow from them.
b. The purpose of man stated within the dispensation of Christ – Colossians 3:17
i. “whatever you do” stretches to all areas of life.
ii. (v. 23) – “whatever you do” – do heartily suggests that even the way we do something matters.
iii. I.e. we act from day to day in submission to God’s will, but also in a way reflecting a motivation of service to God even when it is not directly connected to Him. (I.e. you are serving your master (v. 22), but you are doing it as though you were serving God – and truly you are.)
iv. Matthew 22:39-40 – the second command of a love for neighbor is an extension of the first – loving God means I’ll love my neighbor.
c. The principle makes the love of enemies not only possible, but necessary – Matthew 5:43-48 – love for enemies does not come from what they deserve, but from service to God, and imitation of Him.
d. When what we do is motivated by a desire to please God, and regulated by His will, it automatically possesses immense value – even it if be “only a cup of cold water” offered to another.
i. Cf. Mark 14:3-9 – “She has done what she could…” (v. 8).
B. God’s Ways are Supreme
a. Some may seek spiritual value through other means, but the only spiritual value is in God’s will – Isaiah 55:6-13
i. (vv. 6-7) – not in man’s ways or thoughts.
ii. (vv. 8-9) – God’s are higher.
iii. (vv. 10-11) – they are supreme because only God’s thoughts and ways can accomplish what He seeks to accomplish – i.e. what He wants is all that matters, and what He says to do is all that will accomplish what He wants.
iv. (vv. 12-13) – only what God wills provides ultimate blessing.
b. If the value of service to others is determined by what either you or they deem most important it will fail in true value – Matthew 15:1-9 – their suggestion of a “gift to God” undermined the value God saw in “Honor your father and your mother.”
i. One on the receiving end of a rebuke may not see the value, but that should not change our estimation of it based on God’s will – Galatians 6:1-2, 6
c. Rather than seeking to do some great thing for God that He has not asked for we should realize the greatness in what He has asked for – 1 Samuel 15:22
C. God’s Estimation is the Only Thing That Matters
a. Our evaluation of the value of our service to God or others should be confined to what God has said He values – we should not assign value to what He has not, and we should not undervalue what He has valued.
i. Cf. 1 Corinthians 12:15-26 – both extremes are wrong – who’s to say the service one member supplies is unimportant when God has designed his role?
b. One might question why “only a cup of cold water” given to a prophet, righteous man, or a little disciple would result in a prophet’s, righteous man’s, or disciple’s reward – cf. Matthew 10:41-42
i. How does receiving him compare to the work he does as a prophet?
ii. God has assigned value to that act of reception and service. Are we to question it? Are we to belittle it?
c. A principle applied to the contribution – 2 Corinthians 8:8-12 – the Macedonians are given as an example of liberal giving even from poverty – the value was not assigned to what they gave, but what they had to give.
i. The widow’s livelihood – Luke 21:1-4
d. Our attitude should not be, “what am I able to do in comparison to what others can do,” but “what am I able to do in service to God and others?”
i. God’s estimation – 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 – not based on social or financial nobility but on fidelity to God, and deference to His wisdom.
D. There is Grandeur in My Service if it is According to God’s Will
a. “O the things we may do, you and I, you and I, O, the love we can give if we try, Just a word or a song as we're passing along, They will count in the great by and by.” (O, the Things We May Do, #536)
b. Christ highly estimates service in His name, no matter what it is – Matthew 10:40-42; 25:31-40
Conclusion
1. Rather than assigning random value to certain activities which may lead to negligence when a thing is considered less important, we should simply know that if God wills for us to do it then it is of immense value.
2. Who will receive a prophet’s/righteous man’s/disciple’s reward? Not only them, but those who receive them! 
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