Reverence – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Reverence
Introduction
1. The whole Bible is concerned with revealing the Creator to the creature, a reconciliation of the relationship, and pattern for sustaining and nurturing the relationship.
2. All that we read concerning who God is, and how we are to conduct ourselves before Him could be summed up in a word – reverence.
3. The God we serve is to be feared, is worthy of the deepest respect and admiration, and our entire lives are to effectively represent a relationship with One of this sort.
I. Holy and Reverend is His Name
A. His Name and Work Inspire Reverence (Psalm 111)
a. (v. 1) – a Psalm of heartfelt praise.
i. (v. 10) – provides a bookend with verse 1 concerning the Psalm’s focus on praise of God in connection with reverence for Him.
b. His activity (works) in redeeming His people (work) (vv. 2-6):
i. (vv. 2-3) – All God does is great and worthy of contemplation and praise.
1. (v. 2) – “works,” plural, broad – Psalm 8:3, 6-8; 139:14 (Creation, etc.)
2. (v. 3) – “work” – singular, making distinction from that of verse 2 – following verses give detail showing the work here more specifically pertains to His redemptive work toward His people.
ii. (vv. 4-6) – the study of the works from (v. 2b) are elaborated on in the narrow “work” shown among His people.
1. (v. 4) – God’s effort to preserve His works for remembrance – revealing His grace and compassion.
a. (v. 4b) – His name, yhwh, as a memorial – Exodus 3:14-17 – keeping promises to patriarchs (cf. Genesis 15:13-14 – deliverance from oppression with great possessions.)
b. Associated with grace and compassion – Exodus 34:5-7 (gracious – same, merciful = compassion)
2. (v. 5) – Care shown, benefit for those who fear – keeping covenant.
a. Food – literally, and representatively – Deuteronomy 8:3-4 – provision of all sort.
3. (v. 6) – His works benefiting His people are made known to them for reflection and devotion.
a. Deuteronomy 8:6-10 – fear and obedience because of the inheritance of the nations received.
c. His activity (works) in sanctifying and sustaining His people, and the proper response by His people (vv. 7-10):
i. (vv. 7-8) – “works” parallel with “precepts” – before is his redemptive work, and now His sanctifying and sustaining work through the giving of the law.
1. Psalm 19:7-11 – they are good, and a part of His graciousness and compassion.
ii. (v. 9) – His redemptive work for His people, and the covenant inspire and demand holiness and reverence.
1. “Holy and reverend is his name.” (ASV)
a. “is His name” – cf. Exodus 34:6-7
2. Awesome – yârê’ – “to fear; morally, to revere” (STRONG)
a. Hebrew root – 435x – “In almost 80 percent of the passages, however, the object of fear is God.” (NIDOTTE, TDOT)
b. “The aspects of fear encompassed by יָרֵא‎ include terror, respect, and worship. Terror and worship are, in some sense, polar opposites; the former is characteristic of complete anxiety while the latter suggests trust. The aspect of respect, however, can be either a weakened sense of fear or worship. Therefore, the concept of terror can be weakened to express respect, which can once again be intensified to express worship.” (NIDOTTE, 3707)
i. Example: Jonah 1:5 (afraid), 9 (fear), 10 (afraid), 16 (fear, accompanied by worship)
c. LXX, phoberos – “2 The Israelite can stand before God in fear and love. God is great, mighty, and terrible (Deut 10:17–18; cf. 1 Chr 16:25), but because he is also gracious, the words “Do not be afraid” become an OT refrain (Gen 15:1; Judg 6:23; Isa 44:2; and often). Those who trust the Lord need not fear enemies, adversity, or danger (cf. Ps 27:1–3 [26:1–3]; 46:1–3 [45:1–3]; et al.). God’s grace and favor, however, do not abolish the solemnity of his presence. The fear of God is the first essential motive in the laws of the Pentateuch (Lev 19:14, 32; Deut 17:13; et al.). It is the decisive religious factor in OT piety, esp. in the Wisdom Lit. (e.g., Ps 103:11, 13, 17 [102:11, 13, 17]; Prov 1:7; 23:17; Sir 1:11–20).” (NIDNTTE, JL2)
3. His unique attributes and activity as God strike fear, as well as the holiness of His word. However, both develop deep reverence which translates into devoted service.
iii. (v. 10) – the provided records of God’s works and will (vv. 2, 4, 7) are intended to incite fear that will be embraced leading to further knowledge of its object – God. The natural/logical response of fear, and deep reverence is devotion (obedience) and worship (praise).
B. His Nature and Work Require Reverence
a. The terror of Sinai – Hebrews 12:18-21
b. The joy of Zion – Hebrews 12:22-24
c. The warning – Hebrews 12:25
i. “Him who spoke” and “Him who speaks” – the same God – He has not changed, do not refuse Him.
ii. “on earth” and “from heaven” – represent the difference in covenants, both inspiring and requiring fear, reverence, faithfulness, but the fulfillment increasing such.
d. The requirement – Hebrews 12:28-29 – gratitude, reverence and godly fear.
i. (v. 28) – the work followed by gratitude manifests the more positive notion.
ii. (v. 29) – the reason of His fierce nature manifests the more negative notion.
II. Reverence in Life
A. God’s Omnipresence Demands Constant Reverence
a. Exodus 3:2, 4-6 – the presence of the Lord required reverence.
b. Psalm 139:7-12 – there is nowhere we can go to escape God’s presence.
B. Reverence Taught by Grace (Titus 2:11-15)
a. Revealed grace of God teaches – (v. 11) – ultimately, the revelation of God in bodily form (cf. John 1:14).
i. His life teaches reverence – Hebrews 5:7-8 – heard because of “godly fear.” (cf. 12:28)
b. Sobriety – sōphronōs – “with sound mind, soberly, temperately, discreetly” (THAYER)
i. “pert. to being prudent, soberly, moderately, showing self-control” (BDAG)
1. (v. 13) – acting/living with expectation of Christ’s return.
2. A healthy/sound mindset that is not nearsighted but approaches life in a way that assigns it value and purpose beyond the here and now.
3. Unjust Steward – Luke 16:1-13 – a parable concerning thoughtfulness about the future, especially in relation to our stewardship of the things of God. 
a. (vv. 1-8) – What was commended was his thoughtfulness about his future.
b. (vv. 9-13) – application concerning stewardship of riches (principles can apply to anything relating to stewardship before God – entire lives).
c. Reverence in relation to God personally, but also in relation to our own lives generally.
ii. “it suggests the exercise of that self-restraint that governs all passions and desires, enabling the believer to be conformed to the mind of Christ.” (VINE)
c. Righteousness – dikaiōs – “ethically in a right way, honestly, with integrity” (ALGNT)
i. Living in a way that is always in accord with the will of Christ. (cf. Psalm 111:10 – keeps His commands)
ii. 1 Corinthians 15:29-34 – prevents a life that is open to promoting mere satisfaction but lives according to the knowledge of God (v. 34).
iii. This anticipates judgment – Acts 24:24-25
d. Godliness – eusebōs – “in a godly manner; of life lived in a reverent relation to God piously, devotedly” (ALGNT)
i. Fear and deep respect of God.
ii. Taught in His word – Titus 1:1; 2 Peter 1:3
iii. Living as one who is to be judged by God, and wishes to please only Him – 1 Corinthians 4:2-5; Galatians 1:10
e. Reverence in life gives weight to every day that we live, and every thought and action within each day.
III. Reverence in Worship
A. Always before God, but the worship assembly is uniquely elevated above everyday life in its approach to God – Hebrews 10:19-25 (enter the Holiest, draw near, not forsaking the assembling…)
B. A Picture of Reverence in Worship (Nehemiah 8)
a. Nehemiah 8 – after the walls were built and the gates hung, the people requested that Ezra the priest read the book of the law. The scene is full of reverence.
b. Desire to hear (v. 1).
c. Attentive listening (v. 3).
d. Platform built for Ezra to read from – gesture of reverence for God’s word (v. 4, 5a – above them all).
e. Incredible respect shown before God as His word is being read (vv. 5b-6).
f. Stationed patiently as the word was proclaimed and explained to them (vv. 7b-8).
g. Open hearts of tenderness to the truth (v. 9).
h. Urgent and cheerful obedience (vv. 10-12).
C. Worship that is Decent and in Order (1 Corinthians 14)
a. God wants our worship assemblies to be decent and orderly (1 Corinthians 14:40).
i. Decently – euschēmonōs – “pert. to being appropriate, correctly” (BDAG)
1. We consider what is appropriate for various situations and act accordingly – funeral, play, movies, important phone calls, work meetings, etc.
2. Worship – Hebrews 10:19, 22, 24-25 – entering Holiest, drawing near God, assembling for strengthening saints according to God’s will.
ii. Order – taxis – “as a characteristic of well-regulated conduct good order, orderliness” (ALGNT)
1. This elaborates and fleshes out what is decent, or appropriate.
2. Pattern – 2 Timothy 1:13 – context of 1 Corinthians 40 is a violation of revealed pattern.
a. Character – 1 Corinthians 11:22 – actions manifesting contempt for God, and the things of God, and which are inconsiderate of brethren.
i. I.e. what does God’s pattern reveal generally as it pertains to our attitude in worship toward God and brethren.
b. Law – 1 Corinthians 14:37 – the Lord specifically or implicitly reveals what He requires of us in our worship – activity, arrangement, and form.
i. I.e. what has God required of us to do to worship Him, and how are we required to do it?
b. Activity promoting the edification of the church (v. 12).
c. Worshiping with understanding (vv. 15, 19) – Focused or distracted? Causing distraction? At the place of assembly, but at the back or to the side talking? Absent mindedness?
d. Providing what is honorable in the sight of men/visitors (vv. 22-25) – Do they see reverence and focus? Do get a casual sense, or one of gravity and devotion?
e. Reverent orderliness throughout the time of worship (vv. 26-33) – Did you come all the way to the assembly for something other than worship (v. 26)? Talking during acts of worship? Causing distraction or confusion?
i. Confusion – akatastasia – “instability, a state of disorder, disturbance, confusion” (THAYER)
Conclusion
1. The nature of God and all His recorded activity in the universe, and in the scheme of redemption inspires and requires a deep reverence.
2. This reverence is an everyday focus of life lived before the almighty Creator of the universe, and Savior of mankind.
3. The worship assembly is designed by God to reflect a heightened sense of reverence and awe in directly approaching God. We must not take it lightly.
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