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The Temple of Today
Introduction
1. From the very beginning the theme of scripture is the presence and dwelling of God.
2. While the initial thought regarding God’s dwelling is spatial, or even physical, the Bible unfolds the desire of God for His dwelling to be relational, i.e. with people.
3. “Temple” is a word packed with this significance – naos – “a place or structure specifically associated with or set apart for a deity, who is frequently perceived to be using it as a dwelling, temple.” (BDAG)
4. Temple language is used throughout scripture, but this is all projecting toward God’s ultimate plan of restoration where His temple is spiritual, and closer than it had ever been to the crown and glory of His creation – mankind who is made in His image.
I. The Temple of Yesterday
A. The Garden of Eden
a. When God created man and set him in the garden to tend it, the scripture tells us He walked in their midst – Gensis 2:8; 3:8
b. It is referred to as God’s Garden – Genesis 13:10; Isaiah 51:3
c. Separation from God entered through Adam’s sin – Romans 5:12; Genesis 3:23-24 – represented in the expulsion of man from the Garden.
B. Abraham
a. Sin separated man from God (cf. Isaiah 59:2), and God began to implement His eternal plan for redemption, and reconciliation – Genesis 3:15
b. This “seed” of woman would come through the man Abram – Genesis 12:1-3
i. The blessing is fellowship with God restored through the Messiah’s redemptive work. (cf. Galatians 3:16; 4:4-5)
c. The call of Abraham is remembered by the Hebrew writer – Hebrews 11:6 8-9, 16 – He walked with God by faith, God was pleased with him, and was not ashamed to be identified with him.
d. As Abraham wandered about and dwelt in tents, he built altars to worship and make offerings to the Lord – Genesis 12:6-8 (Shechem, Bethel); 13:3-4 (return to Bethel after Egypt); 13:18 (Hebron after parting with Lot); Genesis 22:2, 9, 13-14 (Moriah after being instructed by the Lord to offer up Isaac)
e. After his interaction with Melchizedek, God instructed Abraham to bring offerings to Him and made a covenant with him – Genesis 15:9-21 – As He promised (Genesis 12:1-3), God would make a great nation, deliver them, and bring them into the land.
i. (v. 17) – symbolic of God’s presence (Smoke and fire), confirming presence, and associated covenant (v. 18).
ii. God would bring the people out of affliction, give them the land, and would be their God and dwell with them.
C. Tabernacle
a. At Sinai after the Exodus, God promised fellowship, and gave a pattern for a dwelling place – Exodus 19:3-6; 25:8-9; 40:34
i. 25:8 – His desire to dwell among them was unique but represented a broader desire for fellowship with all people. (cf. Romans 9:5)
b. This tabernacle, a tent, was taken up at the Lord’s command, moved, and then His glory filled it again – Exodus 40:36-38
i. Tent used in reference to something temporary – 2 Corinthians 5:1
ii. The tabernacle was a shadow of things to come – Hebrews 8:5; 9:8-10 (while still standing, symbolic for present time, until time of reformation.)
D. Temple
a. David sought to build a temple and God said his son would – 2 Samuel 7:1-2, 10, 12-13 (plant the people, build a house for God’s name).
b. Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem, and God’s glory filled it – 2 Chronicles 3:1; 5:13-6:2; 7:1-2 (began to build, God’s glory after bringing Ark, glory filled the temple.)
c. Israel would rebel, be carried into captivity. The Babylonians eventually destroyed the temple:
i. Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of the Lord departing from the temple – Ezekiel 10:18
ii. Jeremiah’s account of the temple’s destruction – Jeremiah 52:12-13
iii. Reflections on the destruction – Lamentations 2:5-7
E. Second Temple
a. Isaiah prophesied about God using Cyrus (Medo-Persia), 100 years before his time, to rebuild the temple – Isaiah 44:26-28
i. Cyrus is stirred up to build God’s house in Jerusalem – Ezra 1:1-3
b. The temple would pale in comparison to Solomon’s – Haggai 2:3
i. But there is prophesied a latter temple, after the shaking of the nations, that would be greater than the former – Haggai 2:6-9 (cf. Hebrews 12:25-29 – quoted in reference to the Messianic kingdom).
II. The Temple in Transition
A. God Tabernacled with Man
a. The language of God dwelling with the Israelites in the tabernacle is put for His temporary dwelling among men in the flesh – John 1:14
i. Dwelt – skēnoō – “(1) to fix one's tabernacle (2) to dwell” (THAYER)
b. Immanuel – Matthew 1:22-23 – “God with us.”
c. A notable change has occurred, where God’s dwelling has always related to a physical place, the structure of the tabernacle and temple, He dwells with man as a human person.
B. God Died for Man
a. Jesus spoke concerning His death, but used temple language – John 2:18-22
b. The holy place of God was destroyed before because of the sin of the people. God in the flesh is killed because of the sin of the people – Acts 6:13-15; 7:44-53
i. 6:13-15 – false witnesses brought forward to say Stephen blasphemed the Temple (God’s dwelling).
ii. 7:44-53 – Stephen shows the history of God’s dwelling, including the tabernacle and temple, but ultimately culminating in His Son, who they killed – WHO BLASPHEMED THE HOLY PLACE? The murderers of God.
C. The Temple Destroyed
a. Later in His ministry, Jesus prophesied about the 2nd temple being destroyed – Matthew 24:1-2 (Perhaps what they alluded to when accusing Stephen, or when Jesus referred to His body as the temple.)
b. In A.D. 70, the Romans would level the temple, and it would never be built again.
c. However, after Jesus’ ascension, and prior to the 2nd temple being destroyed by the Romans, an eternal tabernacle/temple was erected that would never be destroyed – Ezekiel 37:24-28
III. The Temple of Today
A. The Church
a. God’s glory:
i. God’s glory filled the tabernacle – Exodus 40:34
ii. God’s gory filled the temple – 2 Chronicles 7:1-2
iii. Christ is the fullness of God’s glory – John 1:14, 16, 18; Colossians 2:9
iv. The church is the fullness of Christ who is the fullness of God – Ephesians 1:22-23
b. Ephesians fleshes out the plan of God in Christ including the church:
i. Ephesians 1:9-10 – the eternal purpose of God was the gathering of all things in Christ.
1. Creation was to God’s glory but marred by sin.
2. The solution for reconciliation to God, and the restoration of glory brought to Him was through Christ (cf. Genesis 3:15).
ii. Christ came through the Jews (cf. John 4:22; Romans 9:5) who hoped in Him first (proelpizō) – Ephesians 1:12-13 – but then Gentiles also hoped in Him.
1. Ephesians 2:11-13 – the Gentiles were without hope or God.
a. God’s sanctuary was with the Jews.
b. God gave the Gentiles (generally) over to their ways – Romans 1:28
c. “Christ Jesus” brought them near to God – (v. 16) – reconciled to God with the believing Jew through Christ and the Spirit.
2. Ephesians 2:19-22 – All who are in Christ (Jew or Gentile), the fullness of God, are now a part of God’s temple – the dwelling place of God.
a. (v. 19) – “saints” (masculine) – hagios – “as the state of persons or things that are closely related to or belong to God holy…(2) as a noun, as human beings dedicated to God holy person” (ALGNT)
b. (v. 20) – “having been” – i.e. what follows is the cause of them becoming a part of those closely related to and dedicated to God.
c. (v. 21) – building language fleshed out, and connected to language of consecration – “a holy temple in the Lord”
i. I.e. in being in Christ we are made into a holy temple.
d. (v. 22) – articulates the function of the temple – dwelling place of God.
i. “in the Spirit” – connect with (v. 20) – the Spirit’s revelation of Christ’s will makes us that temple that God can dwell in.
3. Ephesians 3:16-17, 20-21 – as the Spirit and Christ dwell in the saints, in the church, God is glorified in it.
iii. The church is the temple/tabernacle of today – Revelation 13:6-8 – the “beast” (Rome) blaspheming God and His tabernacle (the church).
iv. The church is God’s dwelling place – 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 – (v. 16) a quotation concerning the tabernacle in Exodus 29:44-45
B. The Individual Christian
a. The language of the church as God’s temple is associated with individuals comprising the collective that is the church – Ephesians 2:19, 21; 4:16
b. God dwells in individuals – John 14:19-24 – the language is figurative in reference to fellowship with God through His will revealed by the Spirit.
c. The individual Christian who makes up part of the church is himself the temple of God – 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 – the body as temple of the Holy Spirit.
i. Ephesians 2:21-22 – same language.
ii. I.e. this is as it ought to be, but the reality hinges on the human will in subjection to the Spirit’s direction – Galatians 5:16-17, 24-25
iii. The sanctuary must be made according to the pattern of God for God to inhabit it – Exodus 25:8-9
iv. The Christian who fully surrenders to the Spirit’s revelation in faithfulness invites God’s fellowship – Ezekiel 36:26-28
d. The temple was meticulously cared for according to God’s instructions. It was understood as a special, sacred place. This is so for each individual Christian – our lives should be viewed and treated as God’s habitation – this was His ultimate desire, to have fellowship with man.
Conclusion
1. Throughout time God has desired to dwell among those He created in His image.
2. This requires holiness, and God had always provided for a sanctuary in which He could dwell among His people.
3. In His redemptive plan, God provided for all people to be His dwelling place themselves.
4. This will all be consummated when God dwells with His people in Heaven for eternity – Revelation 21:3-4, 22-27 (concerning the “new Jerusalem”)
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