A Man After God’s/his Own Heart – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
A Man After his Own Heart
1 Samuel 13:14
Introduction
1. Samuel’s words to Saul are chilling, as well as instructive – 1 Samuel 13:14
2. His words imply that Saul is not a man after God’s heart and therefore teach us what is the opposite.
3. At the same time, God spoke of someone specific in David (cf. Acts 13:22). He shows us what it means to be after God’s own heart.
I. Heart
A. 1 Samuel 13:14 – Samuel’s words imply that Saul’s heart was not toward God’s.
a. Cf. Acts 13:22 – David is the man who would be chosen.
b. David sinned on record several times.
c. Saul’s sin in context was under immense pressure – 1 Samuel 13:6-8 – tensions were high, the people were cowering, he had waited until the 11th hour.
d. What was so grievous about Saul’s sin? What manifested that his heart was not toward God? How was David’s heart toward God, though he was far from perfect?
B. Remote Context
a. The beginning of the kings – 1 Samuel 8:4-7 – desire to be like the nations, rejecting God as King.
b. Before, there were leaders chosen by God:
i. Moses – Exodus 3:10, 12
ii. Joshua – Joshua 1:1-2
iii. Judges – Judges 2:16-18
iv. Now – 1 Samuel 12:6-13 – Lord raised up Moses/Aaron (vv. 6, 8), Lord sent Judges (v. 11), you rejected the Lord as King (v. 12), you chose a king (v. 13).
1. "The Lord your God was your king” – a true Theocracy, where all other “leaders” were directly appointed by God Himself, and who only could act at the true King, Yahweh’s, command.
c. God gave them a king, but it was according to their desire – cf. 1 Samuel 8:5 – like the nations.
i. Not according to His selection, but theirs.
C. Immediate Context
a. What commandment had Saul disobeyed? (cf. 1 Samuel 13:13)
i. Following waiting according to the time set by Samuel – cf. 1 Samuel 13:8
ii. Several years prior – likely over 10 years earlier (20yr or more gap between Chapters 9-12, and 13-31; Saul reigned 40 years, cf. Acts 13:21) – 1 Samuel 10:8 – not necessarily referring to the specific time of 1 Samuel 13, but apparently a standing order, perhaps for times of crisis/war.
iii. This may have been included, but there seems to be a more fundamental problem, a general command which was crucial for the “vice-regent” of Yahweh to understand and always be careful to obey.
b. God gave Saul signs when he was anointed king to show him that He was with him – 1 Samuel 10:6-8 – will come upon prophets, and God’s Spirit will move him to prophesy.
i. “do as the occasion demands” – i.e. do God’s will every time the occasion to do so arises.
1. It is His inheritance, not yours – 1 Samuel 10:1
2. His will is to be in your mouth, and it is His will you are to do – cf. Joshua 1:7-9
ii. “for God is with you” – not only instilling confidence, but limitations – God is only with you as the “occasion demands” His will.
iii. (v. 8) – “till I come to you and show you what you should do” – so says a prophet of God.
iv. Ultimately, the command Saul failed to keep (cf. 1 Samuel 13:13) was recognizing his place, and that his duty was to merely wait to carry out the True King’s will. (Hence, reflecting to a greater degree on the true content of his heart.)
c. What was Saul’s failure?
i. The pattern observed through Israel’s history as a nation prior to this event was that the representative leader of the people inquired of God regarding his will before acting, especially in times of war:
1. Seen throughout the Exodus.
2. In the wilderness – Bitter waters (Exodus 15:24-25), Manna (Exodus 16:4), Water from rock (Exodus 17:3-4), Battle with Amalek (Exodus 17:9).
3. Joshua before Jericho, then Ai – Joshua 6:2; 7:2 (He didn’t consult with God)
4. Judges – Judges 20:27-28, 35 (the people of Israel against the Benjamites)
ii. He was to be under the control of God’s word, merely as a servant of the true King, but instead acted as the sovereign one, failing to appeal to the will of God through His word – 1 Samuel 12:20; 13:13-14
D. Saul’s Heart
a. Saul’s initial self-perception – 1 Samuel 9:20-21
b. Saul’s changed heart effected by the Lord’s established presence – 1 Sameul 10:6-7, 9
i. “turned into another man” and “gave him another heart”
ii. This pertains to the transformation by God’s assurance that He is with Him.
c. The principal problem identified with a later rebellion – 1 Samuel 15:17-19 – you were little, why did you not now obey God in doing exactly as the mission required? (“mission” – ḏereḵ – “way, road, distance, journey, manner; direction,” BDB)
d. Saul went from a humble self-estimation, and recognition of his place as merely one subject to the true King, to being so prideful and presumptuous that he would feel that the Lord’s will can be subject to His own.
E. David’s Heart
a. Regardless of how the situation appeared to him, David consulted the Lord – 1 Samuel 23:1-2
b. 1 Samuel 26:9-11 – despite being anointed to be king by Samuel, David did not presumptuously act without God’s say so, but knew it would be in God’s time.
II. Trust
A. God provided extra confirmation to Saul to instill full trust in Him – 1 Samuel 10:6-7
a. Saul’s trust was not misplaced.
b. God did not fail him, but gave him victory over the Ammonites in defending the people of Jabesh – 1 Samuel 11:13b
c. Though there were some dissenters in the coronation of Saul, when others thought to kill them, Saul kept the focus on God – 1 Samuel 10:24, 27; 11:12-13
B. David, the man after God’s own heart, would later write about such trust – Psalm 37:1-8
C. When the ultimate test came, Saul failed in trust:
a. In what seemed to be in Saul’s ignorance, Jonathan attacked a garrison of the Philistines – 1 Samuel 13:3
b. The Philistines, being provoked, set out against Israel – 1 Samuel 13:4-5
c. The Israelites did not seem prepared, and were frightened – 1 Samuel 13:6-7
d. God’s will? Wait for Him – 1 Samuel 13:8a (cf. 1 Samuel 10:8).
e. In an obvious test, Samuel came at the last minute, but Saul had already acted under duress, instead of waiting to act in trust – 1 Samuel 13:8-10, 13-14
i. He was not after God’s heart.
ii. Did God not know? Would it not work to wait on Him? – cf. Isaiah 40:27-31
f. Trust is displayed in its purest form in adversity. This is precisely why the all-knowing God delayed when He knew the Philistines had taken up arms against Saul and the people. Saul, if he were a man after God’s heart, would have realized – 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
III. Obedience
A. Part of trust is obedience – Proverbs 3:5-6 – and this cannot be separated from a heart being after God’s own heart.
B. Saul’s failure to recognize his place and obey the Lord’s ways in the conflict with the Philistines led to Samuel’s words – 1 Samuel 13:13 – there would be no succession to Saul, no dynasty.
C. However, though Saul himself was kept in place as king, he would so act to have God through Samuel strip him of his own position prematurely – 1 Samuel 15:26
D. Through Samuel, the Lord commanded Saul to utterly destroy Amalek, but he did not obey – 1 Samuel 15:1-3
a. (vv. 8-9) – spared the king, and animals.
b. (v. 12) – Saul is self-absorbed and truly is showing himself a king like all the nations (cf. 1 Samuel 8:5).
c. (vv. 13-14) – His pride has led to his self-delusion concerning obedience (cf. James 1:22).
E. Samuel’s explanation of the Lord’s view of disobedience is telling – 1 Samuel 15:22-23
a. (v. 22) – after Saul claimed to have been thoughtful about God in sparing the animals (v. 21).
i. Cf. Psalm 50:12-15 – God’s command of sacrifice is not because He needs it, or even that He inherently delights in it, but it is about full trust, devotion, and dependance on Him.
ii. Cf. Micah 6:6-8 – He wants heartfelt obedience, and humble activity in fellowship.
b. (v. 23) – what disobedience is truly about.
i. Witchcraft and idolatry are paralleled to rebellion and stubbornness.
ii. This is in contrast to “the word of the Lord” – which he rejected.
iii. Witchcraft – or divination, is a part of idolatry where anyone and anything but God is consulted – ultimately, it was a farce, and merely a way of promoting self-will.
1. Saul would later consult with the witch of Endor when God no longer communicated with him – cf. 1 Samuel 28
iv. Idolatry – ultimately, you are the god as you have created a god, and therefore are made to go your own way.
F. David was not perfect, but sought to do God’s will – Psalm 19:7-11
IV. Repentance
A. Saul was not a man after God’s heart, but it was not due to imperfections.
a. David was far from perfect.
b. However, it is in the times of facing conviction for sin that Saul and David both truly expose who they are to their core.
B. Saul’s sin was bad enough, but when confronted he did all but truly repent:
a. Blamed the circumstance, and even Samuel – 1 Samuel 13:11-12 – I had no choice!
b. Passed off his disobedience as obedience – 1 Samuel 15:13
c. Passed blame on the people – 1 Samuel 15:14-15
d. Persisted in claiming obedience despite a prophet of God rebuking him, and claiming godly thought behind the actions – 1 Samuel 15:20-21
e. When he finally felt backed into a corner, he feigned sorrow, and gave an excuse for his actions – 1 Samuel 15:24
i. Blaming his actions on the fear brought on by the people?
ii. Before being confronted he took the credit for the victory and decisions – 1 Samuel 15:12 – set up a monument for himself.
f. In feigning sorrow, he feigned piety – 1 Samuel 15:25, 30-31
g. Repentance leads to clearing of self, and righting wrongs, but Samuel was left to clean up Saul’s mess for him – 1 Samuel 15:32-33
C. When David sinned:
a. He allowed himself to be humbled to intense grief, and accepted consequences – 2 Sameul 12:13, 16, 19-23
b. He blamed only himself, and was sure to exalt God – Psalm 51:3-4
c. He sought cleansing, and transformation, not excuses – Psalm 51:10-13
d. He offered his heart to God – Psalm 51:17
e. He allowed his own conscience to lead him to act in repentance without being prodded by another – 2 Samuel 24:10
f. He fully invested himself in seeking restoration to the Lord – 2 Samuel 24:22-24
V. Legacy
A. Saul’s legacy was a kingdom rent from his hands, and a shameful death – 1 Samuel 15:28-29; 28:15-19; 31:4-6, 8-10
B. David’s legacy was as according to Paul – Acts 13:22-23
a. Each king following was measured by him – 1 Kings 15:3-5 (concerning Abijam), 9-11 (concerning Asa), etc.
Conclusion
1. Saul is one of the many examples recorded that we might avoid the same offenses (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11).
2. David is one of the many examples recorded that we might imitate (cf. Hebrews 12:1; Romans 15:4).
3. Let us develop a heart that is not after our own, but after God’s heart.
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