The Love of a Forgiven Woman – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
The Love of a Forgiven Woman
Luke 7:36-50
Introduction
1. Directly following Jesus’ address of the typical pessimistic and skeptical approach to His ministry by the Jewish leaders (Luke 7:34), a Pharisee invited Jesus to eat at His house, and Luke records an incredible circumstance for us to learn by.
2. Uninvited, a woman known for her sin but who had been forgiven, entered the house and interacted with Jesus in an unprecedented way.
3. The account is filled with lessons of the greatness of God, and how that fills and should fill our lives.
I. Full Forgiveness
A. “a woman in the city who was a sinner” (v. 37)
a. “sinner” – hamartōlos – (adj) – “as a noun, as someone who lives in opposition to God’s will sinner” (ALGNT)
i. “(1) devoted to sin, a sinner (A) not free from sin (B) pre-eminently sinful, especially wicked” (THAYER)
b. “in the city” – more than just locative – it may be meant idiomatically that she is well-known, or publicly a sinner.
i. (v. 39) – Simon the Pharisee was aware of her reputation.
c. This encounter between Jesus and the woman directly follows Jesus’ public denouncement of the Jewish leaders’ inconsistent reasoning – (vv. 33-34)
i. He is a “friend of…sinners.”
ii. His interactions are calling them to repentance – Luke 5:30-32
iii. Proverbs 10:12; James 5:20 – He is not a friend to their sin but is a friend in helping them overcome it.
B. Her Many Sins are Forgiven
a. The account shows she is no longer “a sinner,” “devoted to sin,” but is forgiven.
i. Subtitle in publication – “A Sinful Woman Forgiven” – should be – “The Love of a Forgiven Woman”
b. The parable – Luke 7:41-43 – it concerns actions that are in reaction to debts forgiven.
c. The application – Luke 7:47 – her actions of love demonstrate the greatness of the forgiveness she has already received.
i. Not:
1. Causal – Her sins are forgiven because she loved.
2. Proleptic – Her love shows that she will receive forgiveness.
ii. “are forgiven” – Verb, Perfect, Passive, Indicative
1. Not only of some, but of all! – “her sins, which are many”
d. When was she forgiven?
i. The text does not directly tell us.
ii. Immediate context – Luke 7:20, 22-23, 28-29 – the legitimacy and success of John’s ministry is verified by Jesus.
1. Jesus is indeed the coming one as proven by His miraculous works and preaching – (vv. 20, 22-23)
2. John’s ministry was true, its greatness being in the fact of preparing the way of the Messiah – (v. 28)
3. Therefore, those who submitted to John’s teaching are truly blessed – (v. 29) – they praised God.
4. Luke 3:3 – “baptism of repentance for the remission of sins”
a. Perhaps she heard John’s message and responded.
iii. Jesus had been preaching, and forgiving – Luke 5:20; 7:22-23
1. 7:22 – “the poor” – a broad term referring to more than merely financial poverty.
a. Destitute of anything, afflicted, oppressed, marginalized.
b. Her sin is inexcusable, however, there may be other circumstances at play:
i. Sin is often improper reaction to adversity – James 1:2-4
ii. It was typical for the destitute to be ignored in Israel – James 1:27
2. Jesus does not turn up His nose but reaches down with His hand!
II. Living Love
A. “We love Him because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
a. Galatians 2:20 – faithful service to Him who loved me and gave Himself for me.
b. Her love is in response to God’s love – Luke 7:47
B. Her Love Was Thoughtful
a. Luke 7:37 – when she knew Jesus was there, she went.
i. Whether she already had a personal encounter with Jesus (had He directly forgiven her?) or she has accepted John’s identification of Jesus (having been forgiven by God through John’s message), it is evident she has been thinking of Jesus.
ii. She came prepared – “brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil” – there was intention in this.
b. Jesus highlights what is likely social custom for hospitality – “Simon did not fulfill his role as host, at least with respect to Jesus.” (Green, Joel, NIC NT)
i. Verse 36 introduces the context with a Pharisee (later identified as Simon) but abruptly leaves that focus and places it on this woman in verse 37.
ii. The narrative continues and shows why – (vv. 44-46) – was he expected to do these things? At least some things! SHE DID…YOU DID NOT.
iii. She was thoughtful about what Simon was not.
c. (v. 38) – she was weeping behind Jesus and at some point, started washing His feet, kissing His feet, and anointing them with oil.
i. Tears when forgiven? – Reflection on our forgiven sinful past in relation to the restored relationship elicits strong emotion.
ii. Her thoughts, and the emotions stemming from them were appropriate, but most importantly led to action when opportunity arose – Simon gave no water for Jesus’ feet, and perhaps the tears of the woman falling on them gave her notice of that, and she washed them.
C. Her Love Was Active
a. Ultimately, whatever she intended to do when she came there (with the oil), she found opportunity and acted – cf. Ephesians 5:15-16; Galatians 6:10
b. “she loved much” (v. 47) – this after describing things she did to/for Jesus.
i. There were no empty words, but action.
ii. Cf. 1 John 3:18 – deed and truth.
c. Her love abounded – cf. Philippians 1:9-11 – she knew the custom and needs, she used discernment and chose what was excellent and bore the fruit of it.
d. Her actions did not simply fill the void left by Simon’s neglect in hospitality, but surpassed social convention, honored Jesus appropriately, and reflected her self-perception in relation to Jesus – (vv. 38, 44-46)
i. Her hair – a woman’s honor (especially culturally) (cf. 1 Corinthians 11:15) – her honor is placed at Jesus’ feet in service to Him.
ii. Water and towel (cf. John 13:4-5) vs tears and hair.
iii. Kiss of greeting (cf. Romans 16:16) vs kissing feet continually.
iv. Head anointed with oil (cf. 2 Samuel 12:20) vs feet anointed with fragrant oil (expensive).
v. She served the Lord in humility, at her own expense, and above and beyond what some might have expected of her. (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:13-14)
III. Courageous Confidence
A. Conviction, Gratitude, and Love Drove Her Despite Opposition
a. Jesus identified her activity as coming from the knowledge of forgiveness – (v. 47)
b. Aware of her reputation among the people in the city, and the way this would be perceived by those in the house (the owner being a Pharisee), she still acted – (vv. 37, 39)
c. Romans 8:31-37 – who can be against us? Who can bring a charge? Who condemns? Would the judgment of others, and the possible pain they may inflict affect our relationship with God?
d. She did not need the acceptance or approval of others, but leaned fully on the estimation of God – Galatians 1:10; 1 Corinthians 4:3-5; 1 John 3:18-21
B. Jesus Bolstered Her Confidence
a. Jesus’ words do not lend to the idea that she came to be forgiven (v. 47 – she already was), but to the understanding of Jesus about what she faced – (vv. 48, 50)
b. Simon had his thoughts (v. 39).
c. Others had their doubts (v. 49) – Jesus’ ability to speak for God, forgive Himself, and perhaps the level of this woman’s sins.
d. Part of our “cross bearing” as disciples of Christ is the pushback about our change by others who are doubting or embittered due to knowledge of our past – cf. 1 Peter 4:3-4
i. God’s remembrance is cleared – Ezekiel 18:21-22
e. “are forgiven” (v. 48) and “has saved” (v. 50) – both in the perfect tense – whole, entire, complete, not lacking, etc.
i. Her confidence drove her to Simon’s house to love and honor Jesus with the gratitude for being forgiven.
ii. Jesus wants that confidence maintained despite what others may think.
IV. Parting Peace
A. “Go in peace” (v. 50)
B. Peace with God Brings Inner Peace (cf. Psalm 32)
C. Jesus’ Words Were a Lesson for the People
a. Simon’s words were to himself, but Jesus knew and addressed him (v. 39).
i. Jesus connected the woman with Simon (v. 44).
b. The people’s words were to themselves, but Jesus knew and addressed them (v. 49).
i. “Then” – could be a marker of contrast – “But He said to the woman” – i.e. despite their thinking, He insisted.
ii. This was for her, but for them as well!
c. Poreuou eis eirēnēn – lit. go INTO peace.
i. She is the outcast, the untouchable, the filthy, the sinful.
ii. Forgiven, she is to be received. (cf. 2 Corinthians 2:6-8)
iii. She should expect peace with the rest of God’s people, and they should receive her into peace with them.
iv. 1 Thessalonians 5:13; Ephesians 2:14; 4:1-3 – brethren should be bound by peace, and treat each other as those who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.
Conclusion
1. The account of this forgiven woman and her love should move us to great confidence before God, love toward Him, and loving acceptance of all who are forgiven and wear His name.
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