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The Summing Up of All Things in Christ
Ephesians 1:10
Introduction
1. In eternity, God determined He would create the universe, and place man as the primary figure in creation. Man was not the focal point, but the part of creation representing God, and giving Him the greatest praise and glory of all creation – that which is by free-will, and out of love.
2. The infinite wisdom of God made the plan successful even though man would rebel and choose his own way.
3. Christ is the solution to the problem caused by man, and it is through Him that man would find fulfilment of His created purpose.
4. This, and more, is packed into the wording of the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 1:7-10
I. The Mystery of His Will According to His Good Pleasure
A. An Eternal Purpose
a. “the mystery of His will” (Ephesians 1:9) that was made known is eternal – Ephesians 3:9, 11
b. The eternal will/purpose/mystery featured salvation, forgiveness of sins, redemption – Ephesians 1:7-9
i. Implies sin – not as a part of His will, but as a presupposition to His will.
ii. Genesis 1:31 – Saw it as “very good” – answering to creative design and functionality – it was as God intended it to be (prior to sin).
iii. The eternality of the plan for redemption from sin implies foreknowledge of man’s decision to use his free-will to rebel.
c. The eternal plan of redemption implies an eternal will of God for mankind to live in a certain way which must be restored due to the curse of sin – there is a setting right according to the original intention.
i. Christ is the solution – Genesis 3:15 (cf. Galatians 3:16, 4:5-6)
ii. In Christ, what is broken is repaired, what is lost is restored, man, made enemy by sin, is reconciled through Christ.
B. Creation Through Christ
a. A part of God’s eternal plan of redemption included His creative plan through Christ – Ephesians 3:9; John 1:3; Colossians 1:15-17
i. All creation, mankind as the crowning glory, was united under one purpose – to glorify God. (and it did, cf. Genesis 1:31)
ii. The purpose given in creation through Christ is restored through Christ.
b. Where initial creation was through Him, so will be spiritual creation – John 1:4, 12-13 (life, light of men, born of God); Colossians 1:19-22 (enemies reconciled through Christ); 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10 (new creation)
C. All Things Summed Up in Christ
a. Where God originally created through Christ according to His good pleasure (cf. Genesis 1:31), His plan to redeem and restore to His original intention for mankind is through Christ and according to His good pleasure – Ephesians 1:10
b. His eternal purpose is put forward in the phrase, “He might gather together in one all things in Christ” (Ephesians 1:10).
i. “gather together in one” (NKJV); “the summing up of all things” (NASB) – in Christ.
ii. Anakephalaiomai (2x) – “to sum up” (STRONG); “to sum up (again), to repeat summarily, to condense into a summary” (THAYER)
1. Ana – “In compounds (as a prefix) it often means (by implication) repetition, intensity, reversal, etc.” (STRONG)
2. kephalaioō – “(1) sum up, include under one principle; (2) gather (everything) together, unify” (ALGNT)
3. To sum up, or gather together, unify – “ana” implying that this once was, but must be done again.
iii. “in Christ” – is the person, spiritual location, and relationship in which this is accomplished. (cf. John 14:6)
iv. Romans 13:9 – all the commands are “summed up” (Anakephalaiomai) in the command to love your neighbor.
1. This is the goal, purpose, fulfilment of all the commands – love.
c. What God always wanted – Ecclesiastes 12:13; Deuteronomy 6:4-5
i. “All things praise Thee, Lord most high, Heav'n and earth and sea and sky; All were for Thy glory made, That Thy greatness, thus displayed, Should all worship bring to Thee; All things praise Thee Lord, may we!” (“All Things Praise Thee”)
d. Disrupted by sin – Romans 3:23
e. Restored according to God’s eternal plan in Christ – Ephesians 1:7-10
i. “dispensation” – oikonomia – “of the divine regulation, disposition, economy of things.” (Vincent)
ii. I.e. there a way God wanted things to be, and after they were disrupted by sin, they were set aright in the summing up of all things in Christ – the religious economy God wanted was unity according to His will and to His glory – this is accomplished in Christ.
II. The Summing Up of All Things in Christ
A. Purpose & Payment
a. Hebrews 2:5-9 – Jesus came to fulfill the purpose of man perfectly, and to redeem us from our failure in that purpose, bringing us back to a state of glorifying God.
b. “For” (v. 5) – following the idea of the great salvation offered through and spoken by the Lord (v. 3).
c. (vv. 5-8b) – quoting from Psalm 8, the writer demonstrates the purpose with which God made man.
i. Glory and honor – Genesis 1:26 – made in God’s image.
ii. “made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands” (Psalm 8:6) (vv. 7-8a) – Genesis 1:28 – ultimately, living on the earth, and utilizing it in a way God designed to bring glory to Him.
d. (v. 8c) – man’s decision to sin destroyed God’s design – sin’s curse took away his dominion – ultimately over death. (cf. Genesis 3:22-24 – separated from the tree of life, separated from God)
e. (v. 9) (“for,” dia, through, “because,” NASB) – Jesus became man in order to die, and by conquering death was crowned with glory and honor (v. 7 – restoring what was man’s place and purpose).
i. (vv. 10-15) – to bring man to glory, release them from power of death.
f. The Son of God came as a man to show man’s true purpose, and die to restore man to that purpose – Romans 8:3-8 – purpose not to sin, but to glorify God through walking spiritually, and submitting to His will, thus pleasing Him.
g. His death is the payment to release us from the guilt and consequences of that failed purpose, and restore us to it – Hebrews 2:16-18; 10:12-14
B. Preeminence
a. By the payment of Christ’s blood, the purpose is restored in Christ – Colossians 1:19-23
b. This was a part of God’s eternal plan which began to unfold at creation – Colossians 1:15-18 – Christ was given preeminence in all things.
i. He is first in rank and priority because it is in Him that all things are “summed up” according to God’s planned administration.
ii. We are complete in Him – Colossians 2:9-10 – in Him we find our fulfilment, our purpose.
c. What does that look like practically? In everyday life? – Colossians 3
i. (vv. 1-4) – seeking things above where He is, not mind set on earth.
ii. (vv. 5-11) – putting off sin, the old man.
iii. (vv. 12-15) – putting on the characteristics of the “elect of God.”
1. (v. 10) – new man, renewed in the knowledge of Christ who created Him (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17). (epignosis)
iv. (vv. 16-17) – letting Christ’s word dwell in you and always doing what it says.
v. (vv. 18-4:1) – fulfilling Christ’s will in relationships. (I.e. this reaches every part of our lives – our who lives are “summed up in Christ.”)
vi. All of this is the practical way to reflect the preeminence of Christ in your life, and to be in submission to God’s administration in Christ.
1. I.e. everything that you were made for by God that was forsaken in choosing to sin is restored by following Him.
2. Cf. Galatians 2:20
C. Placement
a. Originally, mankind was to be a unified whole comprised. In united effort man would fill the earth and live in it to God’s glory.
i. Babel shows the abuse of God’s provision for unity, and the problem of sin disrupting His plan further – Genesis 11:1, 4, 8-9 – of one language, of one people, united together in word and deed, but bent on rebellion.
b. Through Christ, divided people of tongue and race are brought together again in a united front against sin, and to God’s glory – Ephesians 2:14-22
i. (vv. 14-15) – Jew and Gentile once opposed now at peace through Christ.
ii. (vv. 16-18) – both reconciled to God, one new man, in Christ, through the Spirit accessing God, worshiping and serving Him.
iii. (vv. 19-22) – God’s house, His kingdom, directed by the will of Christ to God’s glory.
c. Now – Romans 15:6 – with one mind and mouth those in Christ glorify God.
i. No division – 1 Corinthians 1:10
ii. Division is not representative of God’s eternal purpose, but of the chaos brought on by sin.
d. This is a treasure restored by Christ which must be guarded – Ephesians 4:1-3
D. Promise
a. All things summed up in Christ according to God’s purpose is not without promise – Ephesians 1:11-14
i. The inheritance is the redemption of the body to the praise of His glory (v. 14) (cf. Romans 8:23)
ii. It is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan, consummated in the glories of heaven for eternity, where He is praised, worshiped and adored forever.
iii. There is hope in this calling – Ephesians 1:18
b. Until then, it is in the form of a promise – Ephesians 1:13-14 – the Holy Spirit renewing our inner man into the image of Christ is the guarantee of possessing that full image in the end.
i. Colossians 1:27 – Christ in us is the hope of glory.
ii. All things summed up in Him.
Conclusion
1. We must come to acknowledge the purpose of our existence, and the solution to our failing in that purpose.
2. Christ is the solution. To be in Christ is to fully yield to and submit to God’s intended purpose for man who He created in His image. It is therefore the only way we can find our true purpose and fulfill it.
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