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Ezekiel 36-37
Introduction
1. Judah was overtaken by Babylon due to their unfaithfulness to God.
2. Jeremiah prophesied to the people that were left in Judah, but Ezekiel was a prophet sent by God to those of Israel in the land of captivity.
3. Ezekiel’s message was one of condemnation, rebuke, and a call to repentance made to a rebellious and stubborn people (cf. Ezekiel 3:7-9).
4. However, Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry also aimed toward renewing hope through messages of restoration, both in a physical remnant returning to their land, and more importantly the spiritual promises of an eternal kingdom united under the one Shepherd King in fellowship with God.
5. Ezekiel 36-37 contains God’s revealed rudiments of renewal, restoration, and revival.
I. Hallowing God (Ezekiel 36:23)
A. God must be regarded as holy – Leviticus 10:3; Numbers 20:12 (in both cases failure to do so resulted in punishment which led to God being hallowed)
B. Israel’s punishment was due to their failure to hallow God, to regard Him as holy:
a. Initially – Ezekiel 36:16-19 – God gave them the land He promised, but they sinned against Him and served other gods.
b. In captivity – Ezekiel 36:20-21 – the nations viewed their captivity as a failure of God to deliver them, and in that way the Israelites continued to profane God in captivity.
i. Additionally, the Israelites persisted in sin despite the punishment, and profaned God’s name.
ii. (v. 22) – wherever they went they profaned His name.
C. God would sanctify His name, and be hallowed in Israel before the nations’ eyes – Ezekiel 36:23
a. In bringing them back from captivity it would be an obvious act of God – Ezekiel 37:13-14 – in contrast to the nations mistaking the captivity for God’s weakness.
b. In the change of the people wrought by God He would be hallowed – Ezekiel 36:27 – they would return and follow Him in contrast to what led them to captivity.
D. Before there is ever renewal, restoration, or revival God’s holiness must be acknowledged – 1 John 1:5; 1 Timothy 6:15-16; 1 Peter 1:15-16
II. Separating from the World (Ezekiel 36:24)
A. The promised land was to be a land cleansed from unrighteousness where God’s holy people could dwell – Judges 2:1-4 – their disobedience caused the Canaanites to be thorns in their side.
B. God scattered them among the nations – Ezekiel 36:19
C. A significant part of God sanctifying His name among the nations and Israel was cleansing the land of nations (Ezekiel 25-32, 35), and bringing His people back to inhabit it – Ezekiel 36:24, 28, 36; 37:21
a. They would be separated from the nations among which they were scattered and return to their land to be a distinct, united nation belonging to God.
D. Whether in initial conversion, or a restoration from apostasy, God requires our separation:
a. Acts 26:17-18 – turning from darkness to light, and from Satan’s authority to God.
b. John 17:15-17 – in the world but not of the world.
c. 2 Corinthians 6:17-7:1 – be separate, perfect holiness.
III. Cleansing of Sin (Ezekiel 36:25, 33)
A. The law of God given to Israel was all about His holiness, and the way they were to be if He was among them:
a. Provision for sin was a part of the plan – Leviticus 17:11 – atonement by blood.
b. In the law were various requisites regarding cleanliness, both ceremonial and moral. Waters of purification were given by God – Numbers 19:17-19 – ashes of red heifer for water of purification.
B. Ezekiel alludes to this water when he speaks about the cleansing acts of God for His people – Ezekiel 36:25
a. They needed cleansing and purging.
b. They were not to return to their land to defile it again – this was a clean start. (v. 33)
C. The Hebrew writer draws a parallel with the cleansing water, and Christ’s blood – Hebrews 9:13-14
a. In baptism, there is the sprinkling from an evil conscience and washing with water – Hebrews 10:22
b. Baptism saves us – 1 Peter 3:21 – bodies washed with water in an appeal for God to wash sins from our soul/conscience.
c. There is no renewal of the soul, no restoration to God, nor spiritual revival without the cleansing of sin by God’s grace.
IV. Renewing of Heart (Ezekiel 36:26)
A. Throughout Israelite history, God made it clear that His desire is greater than mere ritual, or ceremonial purity. He wanted Israel’s heart – Deuteronomy 6:4-6
B. The failure of Israel leading to their captivity was a heart failure – Ezekiel 36:26 – their hard heart prevented God’s will from penetration to the inner most being of the people. They needed a soft heart to let God’s Spirit in.
C. God called the people to get a new heart, but He would be involved – Ezekiel 18:31; 36:26
D. God’s goodness to the people was intended to soften their hearts to bring renewal, restoration, and revival – Romans 2:4-5
a. The text makes clear God’s respect for the free-will with which He created man.
b. His goodness has the power to motivate a softened, malleable heart for the Lord’s molding, but there must be a willingness.
E. We must allow our hearts to be circumcised – Romans 2:28-29 – to have a removal of the sinful filth, and an inward spiritual devotion to God.
V. Indwelling of God’s Spirit (Ezekiel 36:27; 37:4-10, 14, 24, 27-28)
A. The removal of the stony heart made preparation for the Spirit of God to influence Israel – Ezekiel 36:26-27
B. The vision of the valley of dry bones given Ezekiel concerned the revival, a resurrection to life of Israel – Ezekiel 37:1-14 – the vision clearly emphasizes the power for such resurrection only resides with God.
a. (v. 3) – God knows.
b. (v. 4) – the word of the Lord.
c. (vv. 5, 9-10) – breath from God caused to enter them, giving them life.
d. (vv. 4-5, 14) – breath = Spirit (Hebrew) – there is an obvious connection between the life-giving breath of the vision, and the Spirit of God.
i. The other clear connection is the breath and the Spirit of God with the word of prophecy.
ii. Cf. 2 Peter 1:21 – holy men of God moved by the Holy Spirit.
e. (36:27; 37:24, 27-28) – the connection between prophecy, the Spirit of God, and the keeping of the statutes shows this indwelling to be through the word of God.
i. The indwelling is the verbiage of relationship and fellowship.
ii. Cf. Ephesians 2:19-22 – apostles and prophets, holy temple, dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
VI. Bearing of Fruit (Ezekiel 36:29-30, 34-36)
A. When God’s people turned their back on Him, one of the judgments was famine – Ezekiel 5:16-17; 14:13, 21
B. The prophetic time of restoration speaks of the return to the land, but not as it was in the judgment of famine – Ezekiel 34:11-13, 29
C. Ezekiel prophesies about the fruitfulness of the land of Israel due to the Lord’s presence with His people – Ezekiel 36:29-30, 34-36
D. Our salvation from being dead in sin is so that we can bear fruit to God – Romans 7:4
a. Famine is associated with death, but revival is evident through the bearing of fruit.
E. We cannot do this without Christ – John 15:5
VII. Humble Self-Reflection (Ezekiel 36:31; 37:23)
A. True renewal, restoration, and revival is meant to be thorough and lasting. God’s plan resists a return to the old ways.
B. Despite the hopeful words of Ezekiel, he notes their continued reflection on the marred past of unfaithfulness – Ezekiel 36:31
C. This humble reflection would deter them from making the same mistakes – Ezekiel 37:23 – the pinnacle problem of idolatry was forever abandoned by the people of Israel after their return from captivity.
D. Confidence and rejoicing in redemption should not give us amnesia about our past – 1 Timothy 1:15
a. Paul did not count himself a sinner any longer – Galatians 2:20
b. He maintained his awe for God’s grace, and his gratitude for his personal encounter with it.
Conclusion
1. God has blessed us with plans of renewal, restoration, and revival.
2. These plans from eternity are not alterable, or customizable. We must adhere to the rudiments which God has revealed.
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