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The Prayer of Hannah
The Lord is a Rock Like No Other
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Introduction
1. Life under the sun is consistently inconsistent – cf. Ecclesiastes 9:11-12
2. Unfairness, tragedy, and affliction plague our world, and leave us disoriented, and grasping at the air for answers, and some sense of stability.
3. In all the chaos, there is an almighty God of order, compassion, mercy, and lovingkindness waiting for us to turn to Him in our helplessness, and hopelessness.
4. Hannah found herself in such circumstances, and in her despondency turned to God. She found that He is the God who can completely reverse the trajectory and circumstances of a human life, and that He especially cares and acts for His people.
I. The Happenings of Hannah
A. Her Plight (1:1-7)
a. Hannah was barren – (v. 2)
i. Peninnah may have been sought in marriage by Elkanah because of Hannah’s predicament.
ii. Barrenness is a reproach – Genesis 30:23 (Rachel); Luke 1:25 (Elizabeth); Isaiah 4:1 (illustrative of the state of Israel in captivity, not barren, but going without children due to the death of husbands)
b. Elkanah gave Hannah a double portion – (vv. 4-5)
i. Peninnah – portion for her, and her children.
ii. Hannah – double portion, connected with his love with her despite her bareness – i.e. the extra portion was in place of children.
1. Even this expression of affection by Elkanah would be a stinging reminder.
c. Peninnah provoked Hannah – (vv. 6-7)
i. (v. 6) – the occasion, though a blessing, would always be a sore spot for Hannah to begin with, but Peninnah added to it.
ii. (v. 7) – the blessing of the portion was untouched by Hannah due to her intense grief brought on by Peninnah’s torment – what was meant to act as a relief (double-portion) was impotent.
B. Her Petition (1:8-18)
a. Elkanah’s vain attempt to console Hannah – (v. 8) – the attempt is noble as Elkanah expresses the intensity of his affection for Hannah, but the hole cannot be filled.
i. NOTE: This continues the pattern of failed solutions and comforts – double-portion, love of Elkanah.
b. Hannah turned to the Lord – (vv. 9-16)
i. (v. 10) – the companion of her bitterness and tears was prayer. (cf. 1 Peter 5:6-7)
ii. (v. 11) – the request was not selfish, but in devotion to the Lord – she would give the child back.
1. Childbearing represented a blessing from the Lord, thus, His favor – Exodus 23:26; Deuteronomy 7:14; Psalm 113:9
2. “no razor shall come upon his head” – a Nazarite, yet without an end to the oath – symbolic of the spiritual calling of self-surrender to God.
iii. (vv. 15-16) – Hannah allowed her sorrow to foster sobriety in that she turned not to numbing substance as Eli suspected, but to the care of God. (cf. Ephesians 5:17-18)
1. (v. 16) – complaint and grief – she did not withhold her heart from God – He knows all, and she disclosed all. (cf. Psalm 62:8)
c. Hannah’s countenance lifted – (vv. 17-18)
i. No doubt, the priest’s words were a comfort to Hannah (v. 17).
ii. However, her return was before ever receiving anything from God as she asked – (v. 18) – yet she ate and was no longer sad. (cf. Philippians 4:6-7 – the peace of God guarded her heart – it was in His hands now.)
C. Her Praise (1:19-28)
a. Hannah was blessed by the Lord who heard her, and did not forget Him in the blessing – (vv. 19-20)
i. Samuel – Heard by God
ii. She asked, God heard, God gave.
b. Hannah weaned Samuel, and kept her vow to the Lord – (vv. 24-28)
i. “So they worshiped the Lord there” (NKJV, RSV)
ii. Plural in translation supported by the following chapter – Hannah’s prayer accompanying the worship and dedication of Samuel according to her vow.
iii. 2:11 – Elkanah had worshiped (1:28), but Hannah and Samuel were with him (1:25).
II. The Prayer of Hannah
A. The Joy of the Lord’s Strength and Salvation (v. 1)
a. Hannah’s words are not only filled with joy, but humble praise of God – she is exalted to exalt Him.
b. Her joy is in the Lord – cf. Philippians 4:4 – she knows all she is and has is because of Him, and her relation to Him. (“our God,” v. 2, “His saints,” v. 9)
i. “I smile at my enemies” – Lit. my mouth is enlarged at my enemies
ii. Not in returned mockery or torment (1:6-7) – but parallel to rejoicing in the Lord – her praise of God and joy in Him is even in the midst of her enemies. (cf. Psalm 27:6)
1. Contrast – they boast in self (v. 3), but Hannah boasts among them in the Lord! (cf. Galatians 6:13-14)
2. Her blessing does not lead to pride because she acknowledges the incongruity of God’s grace – His favor is founded in His lovingkindness.
c. Her horn and salvation – horn = strength – her strength is in the Lord (1:18 – even before Samuel), and her deliverance from reproach is from Him (cf. Luke 1:25).
B. The Lord is a Rock Like No Other (vv. 2-3)
a. The holiness of God is emphasized – He is one (cf. Deuteronomy 6:4-5).
i. Contrast to idols – Isaiah 40:18-23
ii. His holiness makes Him alone dependable, a rock – Isaiah 40:27-31
iii. None other can be turned to. Only God is worthy of our dependance, and only He can provide stability.
1. Hannah’s prayer bookends with David’s praise – 2 Samuel 22:2-4
b. His holiness is further defined with warning to the unrighteous (enemies, v. 1)
i. (v. 3a) – put away pride and arrogance. (1:6-7)
ii. (v. 3b) – God knows/sees all, and will set things right in His justice.
1. “weighed” – ṯâḵan – “to be made even or right, be adjusted to the standard” (BDB)
2. “with Him actions are weighed.” (NASB) – i.e. with others, like the proud and arrogant, actions are skewed, not aligned with truth and righteousness, but God’s actions are always true and righteous. (vv. 6-8 – makes clear it is the Lord’s work in focus – “The Lord…[does these things]”
3. His knowledge of the proud and arrogant combined with the justice of His own actions combine in His governance described in the following.
iii. Hannah, a righteous woman of faith, was tormented by Peninnah, an evidently profane and proud woman, but God set things right – Hannah praises Him.
C. The Just Governance of the Lord (vv. 4-8a)
a. “It is really a song of praise, or a hymn, to God who reverses human fortunes by his mighty power.” (Tsumura, NIC Old Testament)
b. (v. 4) – the strength (bow) of the mighty is broken, but those weak who stumble are made strong.
c. (v. 5a) – those with ample means of procuring food in abundance are made to work for mere bread, but the hungry are filled.
d. Most directly relating to Hannah – (v. 5b) – barren has seven (full divine blessing) children, but the one with children made feeble (losing the children, or in the case of Peninnah robbed of her cause for gloating).
e. (vv. 6-7) – complete reversals in the most dramatic contexts attributed to Yahweh.
i. Even in power over death, and the grave, to reverse the natural course of life.
ii. “God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did” (Romans 4:17) – Hannah believed as Abraham believed.
f. (v. 8a) – He raises those from the lowest places in society and places them in the greatest.
g. The following gives additional explanation for the ability of God to reverse these situations – He is the Holy, Sovereign Lord of the universe.
D. The Sovereign Protection of the Lord (vv. 8b-9a)
a. God is creator (cf. Job 38:4-6) – (v. 8b) – here it is expressed that He is controller and sustainer.
i. The pillars were not only set by Him, but they are His.
ii. “When the earth totters, and all its inhabitants, it is I who keep steady its pillars.” (Psalm 75:3, ESV).
iii. This gave David great confidence – Psalm 11 – the foundations are ultimately by God, and when men profane and destroy them, the foundations in heaven still remain firm.
b. This has great implications for men – (v. 9a) – There is safety with God, but without Him there is helpless darkness.
i. (v. 2) – “our God” – implying covenant community.
ii. “His saints” – i.e. those who belong to Him, whom He recognizes in the special way of covenant faithfulness and dependency.
iii. “the wicked” – are not simply the heathen, but those who are unfaithful.
1. “Do not consider your maidservant a wicked woman” (1:16)
a. She is “His saint” and He is her “rock!”
2. They do not follow His light, and are doomed to destruction – cf. Isaiah 2:5-6, 10-11
E. The Sovereign Purpose of the Lord (vv. 9b-10)
a. The praise of Hannah looks beyond her own unique circumstances to the general truths of history and God’s governance, as well as the certain future due to His sovereignty – if God can overcome the evil in Hannah’s circumstance, reversing her fortune, then nothing can keep God from His ultimate purposes.
b. (vv. 9b-10a) – none ultimately have any power or capability to bring themselves success.
i. Those who use their strength against the Lord will find that, not only does His strength prevail, but their strength is only from Him.
ii. The Lord’s will and judgment cannot be thwarted – Psalm 1:5-6
c. Hannah’s prayer of praise extends beyond her victory to God’s purposes of victory for His people through His king – (v. 10b)
i. 1 & 2 Samuel follow the period of the judges with a new beginning.
ii. Samuel represents the rise of the revelation of God in prophecy, and the establishment through God’s will of the monarchy (cf. Genesis 17:6; Genesis 49:10; Exodus 19:6). (cf. Judges 21:25)
1. Cf. 1 Samuel 8:6-7 – the idea of a king was not outside of God’s will, but their impatience and carnality was not in line with God’s plans.
2. Saul – would represent the king they sought for.
3. David – a king according to God’s vision.
iii. Cf. 2 Samuel 7:12-16 – the Lord would give strength to His king.
1. (vv. 1, 10) – Hannah’s horn is exalted in the Lord, and so will God exalt the horn of His anointed king.
2. No adversary will prevail – Psalm 2:6
d. All this leads to the reality of these feats of God in His eternal kingdom – Acts 2:34-36; Matthew 5:3-12 – the King sits on His throne, and His saints are blessed as “with Him actions are weighed” (v. 3, NASB) – made even or right.
III. The Lessons from Hannah
A. The Lord Sees Your Affliction (1:11, 20; 2:5)
a. Hannah prayed for God to look on her affliction (more than just see, but consider it), and he heard her, and reversed her circumstances – 1 Samuel 1:11, 20; 2:5
b. El Roi – “You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees” (Genesis 16:13) – when Hagar was thrust out with Ishmael, but God took care of her in her affliction.
c. God sees the pains and afflictions of His people, and hears their cries – Exodus 3:7-8
d. He has not only seen, but shared in our affliction, and understands – Hebrews 2:14-18 – He is merciful and faithful.
B. The Lord is the Rock to Lean On (2:2)
a. The Lord is a rock for those who are His (1 Samuel 2:2).
b. He provides unmatched strength, stability, and deliverance for those in need – 2 Samuel 22:2-4
c. In times of trial and turmoil, so many turn to feeble and unfaithful men, or powerless material objects, or simply away from God in doubt. (cf. Isaiah 31:1; Psalm 147:10-11)
d. The Lord is the rock that anchors us in any storm – Matthew 7:24-27 – (v. 24a) – shows practically how the Lord is leaned on as a rock, in devotion.
C. The Lord is in Control (2:3-9a)
a. Hannah noted the sovereign rule of God in the universe as evidenced by the dramatic reversal of circumstances – 1 Samuel 2:3-9
b. All things exist by God, through God, and for God – Colossians 1:15-17 – He didn’t just make all things, but sustains them, and orders them in a way for His glory – ultimately to lead us to salvation.
c. The correct response to this fact is to petition Him to act, as Hannah did – James 5:16-18
i. Prayer reflects a theocentric worldview which acknowledges God as the sustaining force of the universe rather than merely natural phenomena.
ii. We may not have the answers as to how God acts providentially to answer our prayers, especially when the odds seem against us, but we know HE DOES!
iii. “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8)
D. The Lord is Your Salvation (2:9b-10)
a. Above everything else, Hannah expressed the great truth that God’s eternal plan is incapable of failure, but that the salvation offered through His Son, the reigning King, cannot be vanquished – 1 Samuel 2:1, 9-10
b. None will be ashamed who put their trust in Him – Romans 10:9-13
Conclusion
1. Hannah’s circumstances and actions teach us that in any circumstance, God should be the One we turn to.
2. Regardless of the severity of the situation, it is no match for God. A faithful plea to Him who rules the universe can alter the current course of plight and misfortune. 
3. He is worthy of our unwavering trust, and full devotion, and regardless of any outcome to specific circumstances in our life, He dictates the end of history, and ensures victory for those who follow His will.
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