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Introduction
1. Amos was a native of Judah selected by God to prophesy to the northern kingdom of Israel concerning coming destruction due to their sin.
2. God made clear through Amos that the people had failed to live according to the covenant they had entered with Him.
3. A vision given Amos demonstrated their failure to adhere to the standard of God – Amos 7:7-9
4. The reality of an objective standard being instrumental in our relationship with God, both individually and corporately, remains true today.
I. The Instrument – A Plumb Line – A Symbol of an Objective Standard of Truth
A. What is it?
a. “plumb line” – ănâḵ – “lead” (HALOT); “plummet, plumb, lead-weight” (BDB); “An inspector on a wall would carry a plummet, which materially would have consisted of a metal like lead.” (NIDOTTE)
i. “A plummet is a weight made of stone (cf. AV, NEB, Isa. 34:11) or metal which, when suspended by a cord, produces a plumb line. The plumb line is used to measure a straight vertical plane.” (ISBE)
ii. The natural, and constant force of gravity provides true verticality.
iii. “a wall made with a plumb line” – “lit. wall of a plumb line” (fn NASB) – “vertical wall” (NASB)
b. Objective (outside of self-perception, independent) standard (requirement, model, measurement for evaluation) of truth (pertaining to reality, factual)
c. Context – 5 visions of judgment against Israel
i. Locusts (destruction, relented); Fire (destruction, relented)
ii. Plumb-line (failure against the standard, destruction certain) – reason for coming judgment, ultimate instrument of destruction.
iii. Summer fruit (ripe for judgment, due to sin)
iv. Sanctuary smitten by God (destruction of the nation of Israel)
d. The law and covenant were Israel’s plumb line – Exodus 19:3-6
i. Not random rules – Hebrews 7:11 – “for on the basis of it the people received the Law” (NASB)
1. I.e. the necessity of priests and their services, corresponding to the holiness of God and His desire to dwell with the people, provided the need of the Law (not the other way around).
2. So, the fathers will teach – Deuteronomy 6:24-25 – for our good, preserve us alive, righteousness.
ii. A standard is necessary to provide constant, infallible direction for activity and transformation to provide what is fitting for God’s use and fellowship – Psalm 19:7-11
e. A divine objective standard of truth is the provision for fellowship with the immutable God – 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1
i. He IS – “I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:14)
ii. Fellowship with Him requires our instruction concerning Him, and our adherence to what is revealed.
iii. (vv. 14-16) – contrast of standard and deviation; (6:16-7:1) – a call for us to adhere to the standard to have fellowship with God – He changes not, but we change toward His ways.
B. Whose is it?
a. Amos 7:7 – the vision shows God as the builder, and the plumb line as an instrument belonging to Him.
b. Psalm 50:16-17 – My statutes, My covenant, My words.
c. Theologians and bible scholars often indicate that scripture represents the understanding of these people about God – therefore it is theology unique to the individual’s writing and may differ from another’s view.
d. However, the Bible claims inspiration of God – Exodus 3:13-14; 7:1-2; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Corinthians 14:37
e. This is about doing only what God wants, and adhering to, and being transformed into who He reveals Himself to be – cf. 2 Samuel 7:5, 7 – full dependence on revelation from Him.
C. Does it change?
a. The physical plumb line became an instrument of common use based on the presupposition that gravity is an unalterable, divinely established law.
i. God authored gravity, and man discovered it in the revelation of nature God provided.
ii. Observing gravity, not as a random phenomenon, but a constant force of law, led to the trust in, and adherence to such a standard as a plumb line.
b. God’s plumb line – Isaiah 28:16-19 – justice, righteousness.
i. Context of Israel relying on human wisdom and allies instead of God.
ii. Their decision to reject God’s standard and create their own way made God’s standard an instrument of destruction rather than construction.
iii. Plumb line for destruction – Isaiah 34:11; Lamentations 2:8
iv. Attempts to change the standard fail, and result in the standard coming down on the offender.
c. As Christ said – Matthew 21:44 – the stone doesn’t change, and our interaction with it will determine the end.
II. The Implementation – “I am setting a plumb line” – The Practical Purpose of the Standard
A. Who is it for?
a. “I am setting a plumb line in the midst of My people Israel” (Amos 7:8)
b. Deuteronomy 29:10, 12-13, 29 – the people enter into a covenant relationship with God, the revelation of law establishing them as His people.
i. The standard revealed (covenant, law) is for the people to hear and do.
ii. What is not revealed – the intricacies of the plan, the mystery unrevealed at that time – was a matter of God’s concern, not theirs – THEY NEEDED TO SIMPLY TRUST IN GOD AND REMAIN FAITHFUL TO HIM.
c. Romans 3:1-2 – the law was revealed to the Jews – it was uniquely for them, and they were amenable to it.
i. Committed – pisteuō – “they were entrusted with the oracles of God” (NASB)
ii. Romans 2:17-20 – to know it, instruct others with it, and to adhere to it.
B. Is it merely idealistic, or does it demand practice?
a. “revealed…that we may do all” – Romans 2:21-24 – historically, the Jewish people did not do.
b. Amos 7:7-9 – the point is that the wall initially erected by God, straight and true based on the standard He revealed, has ventured so far off course and standard that it is beyond repair, and subject to destruction.
i. Was this fair to the people?
ii. Was the standard too strict?
iii. Were they set up for inevitable failure by being given a standard which was impractical compared to their nature, and merely idealistic?
c. When God revealed His will, it was not only with requirement and expectation of their performance of it, but within their capability to practice it in their everyday life.
d. Deuteronomy 30:11-14 – what is given by God is not beyond comprehension, nor application – it is available (given), understandable (“not too difficult,” NASB), and realistically practical (“that you may do it”).
i. The only factor regarding success of practice is the willing reception – (v. 14)
e. Discussions regarding the standard that imply lacking clarity or unachievable requirement are fundamentally contradictory to the very idea of a revelation of standard from God to man:
i. Comprehensive – 2 Peter 1:3 (all things)
ii. Understandable – Ephesians 3:4; 2 Timothy 1:13 (accessible and discernable pattern)
iii. Practical – Romans 1:5 (purpose of apostolic ministry); Ephesians 4:13 (coming to maturity according to Christ’s measure)
iv. Enforceable – 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (useful for teaching, reproof, correction, instruction)
III. The Inspection – “in the midst of My people” – The Judgment by the Standard
A. How is the standard used for inspection in relation to its subject?
a. I.e. does the standard alter in relation to the subject under inspection.
b. “I am setting a plumb line in the midst of My people Israel” (Amos 7:8)
i. It is still a plumb line despite being in the midst of a crooked people.
ii. They are only known to be crooked based on the contrast with what is straight.
iii. If what is straight is adapted to what is crooked, then the crooked becomes a new standard itself, and the whole idea of a plumb line is pointless.
iv. Yet, the figure of the plumb line should illustrate the point of a constancy. It is immutable, as is gravity as the underlying force which makes the plumb line work.
c. God’s standard does not bend on a curve for those who are disinclined to follow it – Matthew 7:21-23 (lawlessness despite doing for the Lord); James 2:8-13 (transgressor despite keeping some law)
d. I.e. the plumb line remains plumb regardless of how crooked the wall is, and God’s word remains the same regardless of how deviant the behavior that is being judged.
B. Is the inspection one-dimensional, or multi-dimensional?
a. The plumb line was not only for verticality but could have an attached line stretched horizontally to determine straightness. The plumb line could be used for measurement.
b. Some make the mistake of assuming God’s standard is one-dimensional – only for corporate practice of the church, but not individual life.
i. We have to be doing what is authorized in spiritual matters, but not secular matters?
ii. Colossians 3:17 – manifests, with context, that there are no “secular” (non-spiritual) matters – everything in word or deed must be authorized by the king. (His preeminence is all encompassing)
c. Amos 7:9 – worship service and political faults were being judged.
d. Hebrews 4:11-13 – the standard implemented in judgment reveals “all things,” even the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
C. What is the purpose of the inspection?
a. “I will not pass by them anymore” (Amos 7:8).
i. The implication is that He has passed by them before – (vv. 1-6) – the Lord showed mercy as Amos interceded for the people.
ii. Exodus 34:6-7 – He shows mercy.
iii. Amos 2:13; 4:6-12 – He is now weighed down; all the attempts to get them to repent have failed.
b. Inspection by the divine standard is meant for correction – 2 Chronicles 36:15-16 – compassion expressed through warning, reproof, attempted correction.
i. Jeremiah 6:16 – Jeremiah essentially told the people to find the plumb line, and correct their ways to adhere to it, but they wouldn’t.
c. Inspection by the divine standard is meant for final condemnation of those who fall short of it – Amos 7:8; 8:1-3 – “The end has come…”
i. When the standard is persistently resisted and opposed, the inevitable result is destruction by the standard.
ii. 2 Kings 21:13 – the standard which judged and destroyed Samaria and Ahab will do so to Jerusalem.
d. Those who do not obey the standard are destroyed, but the faithful will be saved – 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10
Conclusion
1. God has revealed His will to us, providing a sort of plumb line to compare ourselves to regularly.
2. He has assured us that the plumb line will determine our eternal destiny in the end – John 12:48 – His word will judge us.
3. In a spiritual climate where people consistently seek to undermine God’s standard, blur its lines, or simply reject its existence altogether, God’s people must insist on His ways, seek them out, and live by them.
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