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He Has First Place in Everything – The Comprehensive Nature of Discipleship
Colossians 1:18
Introduction
1. Jesus emphasized the comprehensive nature of discipleship throughout His ministry. There is no compartmentalization in a life devoted to God. Everything is to be devoted to Him.
a. Mark 8:34-35 – self-denial, losing life to save it, bearing cross. (cf. Luke 9:23 – “daily” denotes comprehensiveness)
b. Matthew 6:19-24 – no division – treasure in heaven, single focus, single devoted service.
c. Matthew 12:30 – no neutrality – to not be for Him is to be against Him.
d. Mark 12:28-34 – Jesus’ answer, and the scribe’s reaction in relation to Deuteronomy 6:4-5 shows the correlation between the singularity of God and the singularity of devotion to Him. (What does ALL not include?)
2. The notion that God has left some things in a neutral area that is not concerned with service to Him is of the devil.
3. Every aspect of our lives falls under the stated purpose of the wise man – Ecclesiastes 12:13
4. The disciple of Christ should understand what it means to be His disciple – “so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” (Colossians 1:18)
I. He Has First Place in Everything
A. God’s design was with the intention to give Christ preeminence in all things – Colossians 1:18-19
a. Preeminence – prōteuō – “to be first, hold the first place” (THAYER)
B. Creation (Colossians 1:15-17)
a. He created all things – (vv. 15-16a)
i. Firstborn – not as first created – “expressing His priority to, and preeminence over, creation, not in the sense of being the “first” to be born.” (VINE) (v. 16 – “for” – explaining in what sense He is firstborn)
ii. John 1:1-4 – God created everything through Christ.
b. Creation is for Him – (v. 16b)
i. Eis – unto Him.
ii. He is the center to which all things gravitate in their proper order – cf. John 5:22-23 (the natural order follows suit – cf. Matthew 8:27)
iii. Ephesians 1:10 – all things are summed up in Him.
c. Creation consists through Him – (v. 17) – Hebrews 1:3 – He is the force through which all things continue, and He so orders it for His purposes.
C. Salvation (Colossians 1:14, 19-22)
a. Christ as Creator uniquely qualifies Him as Savior. Only the One who made man as he should be at the beginning could set him right after his self-inflicted harm.
b. Redemption through His blood – (v. 14) – cf. Hebrews 10:11-14 – the only efficacious sacrifice.
c. Reconciliation through His blood – (vv. 19-22) – the broken relationship is only restored through the cleansing of His blood.
i. John 14:6 – none can come to God except through Him.
D. Authority (Colossians 1:13, 18; 3:17)
a. When we were redeemed through Christ’s blood, God delivered us from one power (authority) to the kingdom (rule) of His Son – (v. 13)
i. Cf. Acts 26:17-18 – from power of Satan to God.
b. He is head of the church – (v. 18) (cf. Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:24 – church to be subject)
i. Preeminence – first in rank.
c. All is to be done in His name – Colossians 3:17 – by His authority.
E. Preaching (Colossians 1:28)
a. As Christ is preeminent in creation, salvation, and authority, it is understandable that in the New Testament He was always preeminent in the preaching of the gospel.
b. Paul was a minister of the gospel – (vv. 23-27) – preaching the gospel, suffering for Christ’s body, revealing the mystery.
c. Paul’s preaching centered on Christ – (vv. 27-29) – to form Christ in every man. (cf. Galatians 4:19)
d. “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2)
F. Your Life (Colossians 2:6-7, 9-10, 19; 3:17)
a. The preaching of Christ in the gospel is meant to bring us to surrender our entire lives to Him.
b. We are to walk in Him – 2:6-7 – through the word, the faith.
c. We are complete in Him – 2:9-10 – finding our bodily pattern – how we are to live according to God.
d. We are to hold fast to Him, the Head – 2:19 – His headship is over all.
e. All we do is to be directed by His authority – 3:17
f. What does it look life to have a life where Christ is first place in everything?
II. The Comprehensive Nature of Discipleship
A. “If then you were raised with Christ…” (3:1)
a. Chapter 3 marks a transition to the practical portion of the Colossian letter.
b. Paul warned about deception through persuasive words, philosophy, traditions of men, and what is according to the basic principles of the world (2:1-8).
c. He explained that Christ is the fullness, and we find our completeness in Him (2:9-10).
d. They had made their decision to be identified with Him. To be separated entirely from the sinful past and uniquely joined to Christ in a covenant relationship through baptism (2:11-12) – they were raised with Him to “walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).
e. Colossians 3:1 – begins to explain the life that comes with the decision to be raised with Christ – a life where “He has first place in everything.”
B. Aspirations (3:1-4)
a. Freedom for most (especially in the context of our nation) is the ability to decide what our goals are, and the right to seek to achieve them.
b. Christ dictates what we are to seek – Colossians 3:1-4
i. Seek things above – what pertains to heaven, but more specifically heaven’s rule – where Christ is.
ii. Not on the earth – our seeking is no longer led by physical motivation.
iii. Life hidden with Christ – it is a spiritual life now. (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:7)
iv. Christ is our life – we aspire to be in fellowship with Him; to be like Him.
v. You will appear in glory – our greatest aspiration.
c. This does not mean normal human goals are inappropriate. It means they all are subservient to the goal that comes through Christ being first in our lives. (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:31)
i. If our aspirations run counter to what Christ says should be our greatest then it must be put aside.
C. Thoughts (3:2)
a. Sometimes we are tempted to assume that the hidden nature of our thoughts means they are solely our jurisdiction. This is not true for one devoted to Christ.
b. Colossians 3:2 – our mind must be set on things above.
i. Where Christ reigns as king – Acts 2:34-36
ii. Your mind is a territory belonging to King Jesus.
c. While this is a responsibility to control our thoughts (cf. Philippians 4:8-9), it should be viewed as a blessing – 1 Corinthians 2:15-16 – having the mind of Christ through His revealed word means we have accurate insight in to the way things are meant to be, and can evaluate them accurately through God’s eternal wisdom.
D. Sexuality (3:5)
a. Our hypersexualized society puts this aspect of humanity at the center of our existence. It is a fundamental human right to satisfy our personal, sexual desires. Not with Jesus as the preeminent one.
b. Colossians 3:5 – unlawful sexual intercourse, and the activities leading up to it.
c. 1 Corinthians 6:12-14 – the body is for the Lord!
d. “Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” (Hebrews 13:4, NASB)
E. Emotions (3:8)
a. Emotions are a natural part of life. Some think this means they have a right to feel anyway they wish. Christ requires us to bring our emotions under His yoke.
b. Colossians 3:8 – anger, wrath – some of the most basic emotions.
c. Ephesians 4:26-27, 31-32 – “be angry” (verb, present, passive), but deal with it, choosing godly emotions and activities instead.
d. Worry (Matthew 6:25); Anxiety (Philippians 4:6); Fear (2 Timothy 1:7); etc.
e. Our emotions must be kept in check by the will of Christ.
F. Speech (3:8-9, 17; 4:6)
a. Even in a land with freedom of speech, such is regulated to a degree. We cannot be so proud to think we have a right to say what we want.
b. Colossians 3:17 – whatever in word.
c. Colossians 3:8-9 – speech is not to be used to tear others down, no matter what they’ve done.
i. Lying is never an option. It is contrary to God (cf. John 14:6).
ii. We have no right to make a judgement that allows for an abuse of speech.
d. Colossians 4:6 – “always” means at every moment, with every word.
e. Speech is a creation and gift of God that must be regulated by His will at all times.
G. Relationships (3:12-14)
a. How we interact with other people is a foundation of discipleship (cf. Matthew 22:36-40).
b. Colossians 3:12, 14 – these virtues represent situations which are oftentimes adverse – compassion for the struggles of others, kindness even when slighted, etc.
i. Love must rule every decision and action.
ii. Comprehensive – Matthew 5:43-45, 48 – even enemies.
c. This includes when other’s cause offense – Colossians 3:13 – forgive as Christ. (NOTE: Though forgiveness is even dictated by Christ, not us – conditions, etc.)
d. Interactions with the world should be dictated by the spirit of Christ (cf. Luke 19:10) – Colossians 4:2-6 – even if it be a slow work, are we seeking a way in? (NOTE: even the use of our time must include Christ as first, v. 5)
H. Church (3:14-17)
a. This is usually the compartmentalization Christians fall into – Christ is first in all things “church,” and I have the rest. However, there are some who even keep Him from preeminence here.
b. Colossians 3:14-15 – love and peace should encompass every activity of the church.
i. We do not have a right, even in our liberties, to do as we wish.
ii. All is regulated by love, and geared toward the edification of the body.
iii. Keeping the peace Christ died for is paramount.
c. Colossians 3:16 – worship must be dictated by Christ as King.
i. Example – singing specified, not playing.
ii. “Scriptural” songs.
d. Colossians 3:17 – everything must be authorized by Him.
I. Family (3:18-21)
a. It is too common for families to resist the authority of Christ. Families must realize that the personal/private aspect of the home does not apply to Christ. He must be the center in all ways.
b. Colossians 3:18-19 – marriages must let Christ in, and they must let Him rule.
c. Colossians 3:20-21 – parents must rely upon Christ’s wisdom in raising children. (cf. Ephesians 6:4)
d. The world has deviated from Christ’s standard of the home, and Christians have surely been influenced. We must awaken to the understanding that the “societal norms” are biblical abominations. We must realign our values back to the will of Christ.
J. Work (3:22-4:1)
a. Satan has manipulated the material blessings we all enjoy influencing us to push Christ out. Regardless of the power we have in our work, the success we’ve found through our hard work, or the matters we have to put up with at work, Christ’s authority extends to all we do.
b. Colossians 3:22-25 – Paul discusses the servant responsibilities and relationships, not in relation to their physical details, but in relation to the servant’s relationship with Christ.
c. Colossians 4:1 – masters must know they will answer to their Master.
K. Everything (3:17)
a. Colossians 3:17 – “whatever” – pas – “including all the forms of declension… all, any, every, the whole” (STRONG)
b. This leaves nothing to us – ultimately, everything belongs to Christ, and that must be reflected in our lives.
Conclusion
1. Discipleship is not something confined to four hours of each week. It is comprehensive of the entire life of an individual.
2. To approach discipleship in any way that is not comprehensive is to refuse true discipleship altogether.
3. We must be devoted to Christ. He gave us everything, and we owe Him everything.
4. We must live in a way “so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” (Colossians 1:18, NASB)
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