Master of Dreams – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Master of Dreams
Genesis 37:19
Introduction
1. After concluding the genealogy of Esau, Jacob’s brother, the account in Genesis continues with the same for Jacob – Genesis 37:1-2
a. This “genealogy” (“history,” NKJV; cf. Genesis 36:1) is unique as it consists, not of a list of names with sparse details concerning activity, but a narrative of Jacob’s 12 sons.
b. The record concludes with the book – Jacob blesses his sons, and Joseph’s sons, and dies; the Israelites settle in Goshen in northern Egypt; Joseph passes away and charges his brethren to take his bones with them when God brings them out of Egypt.
2. The genealogy of Jacob begins with the firstborn of his beloved wife, Rachel, Joseph – Genesis 37:1-2
a. Joseph is noted as the most beloved of his father (v. 3), but the account focuses on him due to the important role God places him in concerning the history of the family promised to become a nation.
b. The blatant favoritism of Jacob is noted, and Joseph is the one who bears the brunt of the negative reaction of his brothers – (vv. 3-4)
c. The hatred of his brothers should not lead the reader to think of Joseph as a key contributor, for the record depicts him as a youth who feared God and was wise beyond his years. (cf. Genesis 39:2 – not to be understood as simply a fact which began with his captivity, but as evidenced throughout his life.)
3. Though his brothers hated him already, the record commences with the escalation of their hatred due to what will become apparent as God’s use of Joseph for His plans – Genesis 37:5
a. As they conspired against Joseph they mocked concerning his dreams – Genesis 37:18-19
b. “Lit. master of dreams” (NKJV, fn, v. 19).
4. The behavior of Joseph in this early part of the genealogical record, coupled with the details given later in the account, and with the behavior of his brothers in reaction to his claims, provide interesting and telling insight into interactions with the truth by various parties.
5. Our goal as Christian’s should be to imitate Joseph.
I. Conviction in the Truth (Genesis 37:6)
A. Joseph has a dream of such a sort that he feels compelled to share it with his family – Genesis 37:5-6, 9-10
a. Prior character revealed – Gensis 37:2 – “report” – ḏiḇâ; slander (STRONG)
i. Not to be understood as a negative reflection on Joseph, though, giving further context to his brother’s hatred.
ii. The “bad report” could have been something Joseph heard from surrounding people which he thought Jacob should know.
b. Not much is said of Bilhah’s and ZiIpah’s sons, but consider the character of Joseph’s brothers:
i. They would think to murder him, and settled with selling him, and lying to their father.
ii. Chapter 38 – gives the scandalous account of Judah lying with his daughter in law, mistaking her as a harlot and impregnating her.
iii. It is not without reason to think a report is true, and needing to inform their father.
c. Joseph is depicted as a righteous young man – Genesis 39:2, 9, 12 – God with him, avoiding sin. (Contrast with Judah)
d. Joseph’s later understanding – Genesis 40:8; 41:15-16 – what led him to believe God would use him in that way, and why he thought there was significance to his early dreams is not explained.
i. Genesis 37:8 – His dream and his words – after the conclusion (interpretation?) they reached it may indicate his dream and his explanation (Like later.).
ii. Regardless, it seems clear that Joseph understood these dreams were not typical and was convicted by them to the degree of not shrugging them off, even when his family disdained him for it.
e. We know the dreams were of God and gained fulfilment.
i. Though we’re not given details we might like, it seems that Joseph’s estimation of the dreams is commendable.
ii. His conviction in what would later be apparent to us as a type of revelation of God is admirable.
iii. It was not evidence of youthful pride, but humble and honest estimation of the circumstances, of truth, and corresponding felt responsibility.
B. Our evaluation of truth should be pure, free from the admixture of influence and outer perspective:
a. Paul was not disobedient – Acts 26:19-23 – though he faced ridicule from his brethren he held to his conviction in the truth.
b. Paul was not shamed – Acts 26:24-25 – he was honestly following the evidence.
II. Sharing of the Truth (Genesis 37:5-7, 9)
A. The circumstances of his dreams made apparent to Joseph that they concerned his brethren and were viewed as a responsibility given him by God.
a. Genesis 37:5-11 – he felt compelled to tell of his dreams and persisted in this despite the felt resistance by his brothers.
b. (vv. 8, 10) – show that either Joseph explained the dreams, or their meaning was obvious to them.
c. (v. 11) – echoes the Holy Spirit’s record of Mary’s internal thoughts (cf. Luke 2:19, 51) – Jacob’s thoughts seem to indicate something telling about what Joseph shared. (Jacob would know – vision of the ladder, wrestling with God, family history)
d. Joseph understood the dream was bigger than himself – He did not tell it in pride, but in an unwillingness to keep it from those he loved.
B. Our convictions are personal, but they are not meant to be private:
a. Matthew 28:18-20 – The Lord does not merely bless us with His gospel but entrusts us with it as His messengers.
b. Acts 4:18-20 – we cannot but speak!
c. Colossians 4:2-4 – it is an “ought” – we are obligated to tell others as we have opportunity.
III. Disdain for the Truth-Teller (Genesis 37:5, 8, 19)
A. Joseph was hated for simply telling them of a dream he had, which seemed obvious to him was not normal, and certainly apparent later that it was from God – Genesis 27:5, 8, 19
a. “this dreamer” – baʿal ḥălôm – “master of dreams” (NET).
b. This is obvious sarcasm, and mockery, perhaps indicating an interpretation of the events by his brothers as presumptuousness.
c. Jospeh did not claim to be baʿal ḥălôm – he was simply given something from God and did not deny it.
i. It would have been presumptuous for him to ignore the dream.
B. Conviction of truth should not blind us to the reality of obstinate and unreasonable men:
a. We should not let our conviction lead to naivete – optimism does not mean being unguarded – cf. Matthew 10:16
b. We will be treated like the One who gave us truth, like the One who is truth! – John 15:18-20
i. They will attack our person rather than the message – 2 Corinthians 10:10
c. 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 – not all have faith…
d. Whatever evil surmising we experience against us, whatever blasphemy, we must not retaliate, and we must not take it personally – 1 Peter 2:23; 1 Samuel 8:6-7
IV. Opposition to the Truth (Genesis 37:18-20)
A. The hatred of Joseph’s brothers escalated to terrible heights, and transitioned into opposition to revelation – Genesis 37:18-20
a. It is evident they hate their brother enough to kill him.
b. However, verse 20 seems to indicate their attempt as well to ensure that, if these dreams were to some degree legitimate, they would not come true – HE CAN’T RULE OVER US IF HE’S DEAD.
c. NOTE: Reuben’s actions may seem commendable, but upon further reflection it is likely that his hatred was not abated, but that murder was simply too far for him.
B. Often, we will find that it is not enough for some to simply ignore the truth and go their own way, but they will be actively opposed to the truth.
a. Ignoring the truth is opposition – Matthew 12:30
b. There are enemies of the cross to this day – Philippians 3:18-19
i. This must be understood in the general sense as well.
ii. Not every enemy of Christ’s cross thinks himself an enemy.
c. Rather than be shocked by opposition to what is clear to us in our convictions, we should be ready to defend it – Jude 3-4; Ephesians 5:11-13
V. Provision for the Truth (Genesis 37:21-22, 27-28, 36)
A. The providence of God is apparent in the account of Joseph:
a. As is typical to the biblical record, God utilized the activities of men, regardless of their intentions, to carry out His will.
b. Reuben spared Joseph – Genesis 37:21-22
c. Judah’s suggestion to sell Joseph got him to Egypt – Genesis 37:25-28, 36
d. God was with Joseph all the way, bringing fulfilment to His will – Genesis 39:2, 21, 23
e. God was using the circumstances to bring about His will – Genesis 50:20
B. Regardless of how we perceive the situation, God is always providing for His truth:
a. Isaiah 55:10-11 – His word accomplishes what He sends it to accomplish.
b. 2 Timothy 2:8-9 – like God’s will prevailed when the Jewish rulers attempted to thwart it in Jesus’ death, so it was with Paul in prison – it is not chained.
c. We must heed the words of Christ to Paul prior to preaching in Corinth – Acts 18:9-11 – we must not presume to know where the word of God can and cannot find success, but let God provide for its success His own way.
VI. Fulfillment of the Truth (Genesis 42:6-9; 50:18-21, 24)
A. Despite the efforts of Joseph’s brothers, his dreams became reality, and despite their abhorrence concerning the very idea that they would bow to their brother, it became their blessing.
a. After famine brought the brothers of Joseph to Egypt, their posture before him reminded him of his dreams – Genesis 42:6-9
b. Joseph’s words to his brothers reflect the ultimate truth – Genesis 50:18-21, 24 – this does not take away from their guilty activity but reflects the fact that it was never about Joseph, but a bigger picture, one that was meant to bless them all.
B. Though the gospel we aim to spread may fall on deaf ears, and the opposition to the Lord may be immense, it will not keep His will from being fulfilled:
a. All will be judged – Hebrews 9:27; John 12:48
b. Jesus will be victorious – Hebrews 9:28
c. Nothing can keep us from being with Him in victory – Romans 8:37-39
Conclusion
1. The account of Joseph is a powerful reminder about our obligations in relation to the truth, and all who need it, as well as the potential for its rejection, yet the confidence we can have that the Lord is at work, and His word will stand in the end.
2. Though people may mock us – master of dreams – we must remember there is indeed a Master of truth, and we should trust in Him and follow His ways.
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