If they were here, what would they say? – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
If they were here, what would they say?
Introduction
1. All have felt the sting of death in one way or another – it is the plight of all men.
2. When we lose a loved one, we look back on the times we were blessed to have with them, and we wish they were still here or that they could come back.
3. Sometimes we say things like, “If [so and so] were here they’d be so proud of you,” or “if [so and so] were here you know what they’d say/do?” (If they could come back and be with us one more time…)
4. Often these short thoughts are in the context of physical, temporal matters. (Some more important than others, but temporal nonetheless.)
5. However, if they’ve passed on then they are no longer a part of the physical realm. Would they really be concerned with physical matters?
6. The record of the rich man and Lazarus is telling – Luke 16:19-31
a. (vv. 27-28) – as he considered the terrible state of torment he was in, the rich man sought to warn his unfaithful family members of the terror they would experience if they didn’t change.
b. Maybe his family said things like, “If he was here, he’d be so proud of you,” or “If he was here do you know what he’d say?”
c. The reality was that he was incredibly worried about the eternal destiny of his family and would tell them whatever they needed to hear concerning spiritual matters if he could.
7. When we think about our loved ones who have passed away, let’s be honest and really consider what is most important – If they were here what would they say to us?
I. “If you haven’t obeyed the gospel yet obey it now!”
A. The Gospel Is All That Matters
a. It is eternal – 1 Peter 1:23-25 – incorruptible, endures forever, the gospel.
i. What it offers is eternal – 1 Peter 1:4 – in contrast to physical things.
ii. Priority needs to be on the eternal, not things which perish – John 6:27 – food, but anything of a temporal nature. (Matthew 6:33 – don’t worry about these temporal things but seek eternal things.)
iii. WHAT THE RICH MAN WORRIED ABOUT WAS NO MORE – Luke 16:19
b. It has the sole power to offer eternal salvation – Romans 1:16 (cf. John 14:6 – found in the gospel message)
B. The Gospel Is the Only Way
a. If you don’t obey – 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 – punished w/ everlasting destruction.
b. Mark 16:15-16 – says what you have to do to be saved – failure to do so is condemnation.
c. Don’t neglect the salvation offered through the gospel message – Hebrews 2:2-3
d. THE WORD OF GOD WAS ENOUGH FOR THE RICH MAN’S BROTHERS (DIDN’T NEED ONE RAISED FROM THE DEAD) – Luke 16:29-31
C. Now Is the Only Guaranteed Time
a. Psalm 39:4-5 – life is fleeting, and our days without guarantee. (cf. James 4:14 – but a vapor)
b. Learn from the parable of the wise and foolish virgins – Matthew 25:10-13 – foolish who did not have their lamps trimmed and prepared with oil were too late.
II. “If you have sin in your life repent now!”
A. Sin Isn’t Worth It
a. All that is in the world (sinful world) – 1 John 2:15-17 – it is passing away, along with its lust (desire for it).
i. I.e. one day all that you’re caught up in, and won’t let go of will be no more.
ii. The desire for it won’t even exist.
iii. THE RICH MAN HAD HIS GOOD THINGS – Luke 16:25
b. The only lasting thing sin can offer is regret. If we don’t give sin up now, we will regret it eternally – Revelation 1:7 (see His glory); 2 Thessalonians 1:9 (“away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” NASB)
B. Sin Really is a Big Deal
a. Sometimes men try to downsize the severity of sin, and act as though God will allow them to slip by regardless of their sin.
b. Sin, from the least to the greatest, separates from God – Isaiah 59:2
c. Repent or perish – Luke 13:1-5 – were they worse sinners than you? You’ll perish too if you don’t repent.
i. Luke 13:22-27 – the gate is narrow and must be entered to receive salvation.
ii. Some remaining sin is not the narrow way!
iii. But we’ve worshiped, prayed, come to Bible class, etc. – but you haven’t had true fellowship with Christ because of sin.
C. Now Is the Only Guaranteed Time
a. God is longsuffering, but such is limited – 2 Peter 3:8-10, 15 (take advantage of the time you have, it is your salvation)
b. 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:1-2 – in a context of those who have returned to sin – Repent and be reconciled to God now! The time is NOW!
III. “If you know someone in sin say something to them now!”
A. Their Soul Is Most Important
a. Don’t let discomfort, potential grudges, or anything else keep you from telling them what they need to hear.
b. James 5:19-20 – realize you’re covering a multitude of sins by doing so.
c. 1 Peter 4:8 – such reproof and correction shows immense love.
d. To not warn is to be guilty – Ezekiel 33:8 (concerning the watchman set for Israel)
B. Now Is the Only Guaranteed Time
a. We cannot keep putting this off because our time is limited.
b. THE RICH MAN CAME TO FIND THAT IT WAS TOO LATE TO WARN – Luke 16:27-29
IV. “Don’t come to this place of torment!”
A. This Place is Real
a. It is real and will be your reality if you aren’t right with God – Luke 16:22-24, 28 – torments, flame, place of torment.
i. (v. 26) – cannot be reversed – fate sealed.
ii. You die how you live, and live how you die – live in sin, die in sin, fate sealed.
b. A place of punishment in reservation for judgment:
i. 2 Peter 2:9 – God keeps the unjust who have died under punishment until the judgment day.
1. 2 Peter 2:4 – disobedient angels. (“hell” – tartaroō; from Tartarus (the deepest abyss of Hades); to incarcerate in eternal torment – Strong) (Greek term)
2. (v. 5) – ancient world of Noah’s time. (cf. 1 Peter 3:19-20 – disobedient spirits in prison)
3. (v. 6) – Sodom and Gomorrah.
4. Cf. Jude 6-7
5. NOTE: Until judgment there is punishment – upon death the punishment commences immediately.
ii. Day of judgment – Matthew 25:41 – everlasting fire.
B. Nothing is Worth Keeping If It Means Coming Here
a. RICH MAN – Luke 16:27-28 – lest they come to this place – (v. 30) – wants them to repent.
i. I.e. Nothing is worth coming to this place over. Turn away from whatever might lead you to this place.
b. Do whatever it takes to avoid the eternal punishment – Matthew 5:29-30 – cut it off!
c. Is it worth your soul? – Mark 8:34-37
V. “Do whatever it takes to come to Paradise!”
A. This Place is Real
a. It is real and can be your reality if you are right with God – Luke 16:22, 25-26 – Abraham’s bosom, comforted, fate sealed.
b. If God knows how to reserve the unjust under punishment for judgment, HE KNOWS HOW TO KEEP THE JUST IN COMFORT FOR THEIR REWARD:
i. Abraham’s bosom – “A Rabbinical phrase, equivalent to being with Abraham in Paradise. “To the Israelite Abraham seems the personal center and meeting-point of Paradise” (Goebel).” (Vincent’s Word Studies)
1. “The expression is figurative…as being in the most intimate association with the father of believers, accepted and acknowledged as a son of Abraham (19:9). So all true believers are borne into Abraham's bosom.” (Lenski)
2. Romans 4:12, 16 – father of those who walk in the steps of faith which he had – i.e. JUSTIFIED AS ABRAHAM, BY FAITH.
3. TO BE THERE MEANS YOU ARE JUST, AND THEREFORE IN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.
4. Place of comfort.
ii. Paul – 2 Timothy 1:12 – keep what I have committed (life) until that Day (of judgment and reward).
iii. Jesus – Luke 23:43, 46 – Paradise, commit spirit into Father’s hands.
1. Jesus kept until His resurrection in the comfort of Paradise.
2. We will be kept until our resurrection in the comfort of Paradise.
B. Nothing is Too Much to Sacrifice to Come Here
a. There will be great reward for leaving all to follow Christ – Matthew 19:27-29 – spiritual blessings enjoyed now, and eternal life to come.
b. LAZARUS HAD NOTHING, BUT GAINED EVERYTHING – Luke 16:20-21, 25
Conclusion
1. Let us consider to the degree we are able through scripture what our loved ones who have passed on now know.
2. What we see now merely by faith, they are experiencing in person as reality.
3. Regardless of the spiritual state they were in when they died, if they were able to say something to us now it would be about getting right before God.
4. They either don’t want us to come to the place of torment or want us to come to the place of comfort – that is all that truly matters.
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