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The Apostles’ Doctrine
Acts 2:42
Introduction
1. There is much emphasis given to legacy and tradition by those who claim Christ.
a. This emphasis is often directed to the unique history and attributes of respective denominations and their leaders or builders. This mostly becomes an end in itself despite the common claim of seeking truth through these mediums. In this, the legacies and traditions of men eclipse that of Christ.
b. However, when this emphasis is rightly directed it is not only honorable, but powerful and efficacious in spiritual matters.
c. The Bible is filled with consideration of legacy and tradition, and it is meant to be received in such a way that one becomes a part of that greater story.
i. Ex: Romans 9:1-5 – Paul does not rebuke them for their zeal for the story of their people but mourns that they have removed themselves from it by rejecting the Messiah and His will.
d. We ought to be enamored with the legacy and traditions of God and His people, of Christ and His kingdom. We ought to be zealous for these things, seeking to participate in them, perpetuate them, and promote them to others.
2. The Old Testament pointed to the kingdom, government and law of the Messiah, providing rich history, and prophecy as a way for all who read to be convicted, and in conviction to accept the Divine invitation to become a part of it:
a. Genesis 49:10 – obedience of the people to Him.
b. Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:6-7 – His law and reign promoting and preserving peace.
c. Obadiah 21; Micah 5:2, 5-6 – His reign would include the use of subjects who would aid Him in the bestowal of His blessings and His law.
i. These saviors/deliverers and shepherds/princely men would be servants of the Messiah whom He would use to assert His will and rule.
3. The Messiah was born in Bethlehem as Micah prophesied, and later in life during His ministry appointed 12 men as His apostles – Matthew 2:4-6; 10:1-4; Luke 6:13
4. Through these men, the Christ revealed His will, and established His rule – Luke 22:28-30
5. It is no wonder that of the early activities of those in Christ’s kingdom the first mentioned is that “they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42a). (“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching,” NASB)
I. The Apostles’ Doctrine
A. The Apostles
a. The term “apostle” – Luke 6:13
i. “He called His disciples to Himself” – this is the general group.
1. Cf. Mark 4:10 – after speaking parable of Sower, text indicates a group larger than the 12 distinct from “those who are outside” (v. 11).
2. Cf. Acts 1:15 – after Jesus’ ascension – 120 disciples (v. 26 – apostles distinguished from the general group)
ii. “from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles”
1. Apostolos – “lit., “one sent forth” (apo, “from,” stello, “to send”)” (VINE)
a. “a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders” (THAYER)
2. Mark 3:14-15 – details what they were sent for.
a. “send” – apostellō (V)
b. To preach (the kingdom of God) – cf. Matthew 10:7
c. “power” (exousia – authority) – “cast out demons” 
i. Cf. Matthew 10:1 – heal sickness and disease.
ii. Cf. Matthew 10:40 – receiving or rejecting Jesus.
iii. Cf. Matthew 12:28 – kingdom of God come upon you.
iii. Specific men chosen by the Lord as His representatives and sent to preach His message with authority that was verified by miraculous activity.
b. Divinely Appointed
i. Replacing Judas – Acts 1:24-26 – “which of these two You have chosen”
ii. Paul’s defense – Galatians 1
1. (v. 1) – through Jesus Christ and God the Father
2. (vv. 11-12) – gospel received by revelation for Jesus Christ.
3. (vv. 15-17) – Divinely appointed, without need for human confirmation.
iii. Signs of an apostle – 2 Corinthians 12:11-12
1. Sign in two senses – a miraculous work, such that signifies something about him and his message.
2. Cf. Hebrews 2:4 – God bearing witness.
c. Witnesses of the Risen Lord
i. Necessary qualification – Acts 1:21-22; 1 Corinthians 9:1
ii. The focus of their work – John 15:26-27; Acts 5:29-32 – confirmed resurrection confirms Jesus’ identity – divinity, authority, power to save.
d. Gifts from the Exalted King – Ephesians 4:7-12
i. (v. 7) – “the measure of Christ’s gift” – objective – the gift given to Christ – explained as follows.
ii. (vv. 8-10) – Christ was faithful in His descension as a bondservant/man, to the point of death (cf. Philippians 2:5-8), and was exalted by God to the place of conquering King.
1. “that (hina, in order that) He might fill all things” – i.e. His exaltation by God (Christ’s gift) was necessary for Him to fill all things as God planned.
2. Part of filling all things – giving grace to each one through the gifts mentioned. (cf. Ephesians 1:22-23)
iii. (vv. 11-12) – these gifts given for the edification of the church.
1. Apostles – His ambassadors and witnesses.
2. The rest follow – cf. 1 Corinthians 12:28 – “first apostles”
3. Limited to those He appointed.
B. The Apostles’ Doctrine
a. The Revelation of Christ and His Will – cf. 1 Corinthians 11:23; 14:37-38
i. From His Earthly Ministry
1. Hebrews 2:3 – heard directly from the Lord and given to others.
2. Matthew 10:26-27 – they are to preach what they have been taught privately, not letting fear keep them quiet.
a. (v. 26) – future passive indicative – “be revealed” – i.e. God/Christ is revelation as a factual certainty of the future.
b. (v. 27) – active imperative – “speak” and “preach” – i.e. you are commanded to reveal as Christ’s chosen agent of the revelation spoken of in verse 26.
3. Acts 1:21-22 – of those who were with Jesus in His ministry up to His resurrection.
a. Cf. John 2:22; 12:16 – remembering events and words and explaining the meaning.
ii. From His Heavenly Reign
1. There were things He did not tell them while on earth – John 16:12
2. Acts 10:28-29 – Peter was still operating on one understanding, and God revealed something new to him.
a. (vv. 13-15) – God taught Him in a vision.
b. Acts 11:15-18 – remembered something Jesus said, and received new revelation.
c. Acts 15:8-9, 28-29 – New revelation being given through apostles to the church as inspired law.
d. “it seemed good to the Holy Spirit…”
b. The Revelation of Christ Through Divine Aid
i. Jesus’ departure softened by the promise of another divine Helper – John 14:15-18
1. “another” – allos – numerical difference (rather than qualitative) – another of the same sort – i.e. as Jesus, a divine helper.
2. “Spirit of truth” – (vv. 25-26) – Holy Spirit, to teach all things, and remind you of what was said.
ii. The Holy Spirit would be a tandem witness with the apostles – John 15:26-27 (cf. Acts 5:32)
iii. The Holy Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth – John 16:12-13
iv. Through the words of the apostles who were given the Spirit, many would believe in Jesus – John 17:20
v. The apostles received the Holy Spirit as promised, and through their words many believed, and they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine – Acts 1:4-5, 8; 2:4, 40-42
II. They Continued Steadfastly
A. Their Life Source
a. Jesus demonstrated that He is the source and substance of spiritual sustenance and life – John 6:26-27, 35
i. Peter acknowledged that truth when others stopped following Jesus – John 6:66-69
ii. Peter later reminded the brethren of that truth – 2 Peter 1:3, 12-15
1. Apostles’ doctrine – 2 Peter 3:1-2 – always connected with “the Lord and Savior.”
b. Paul’s attention given to the power that gave the Ephesians life and sustains their life is made inseparable from the product of the Spirit’s work:
i. Ephesians 1:19-20 – power toward believers, same as raised Christ.
ii. Ephesians 2:1, 4-6 – dead but raised to life with Christ.
iii. Ephesians 2:17-18 – Christ preached peace to Jew and Gentile, granting access to the Father through the Spirit. (cf. Acts 3:25-26)
iv. Ephesians 3:3-6 – the access to the Father through the Spirit is by means of the apostles’ doctrine.
v. Ephesians 3:16-19 – this doctrine inspired by the Spirit provides strength, stability, and fullness.
c. Paul’s defense of himself and his apostleship against charlatans in Corinth reveals the sustaining force of apostolic doctrine during hardship:
i. 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 – Paul’s preaching led to suffering, but he was comforted by Christ. The preaching that led to his suffering gave a gospel that provided salvation (life) and comfort to the Corinthians.
1. Would later refer to the comfort provided him in tribulation – 2 Corinthians 12:9
2. The same is provided us through the apostles’ doctrine – “the word of His grace” (Acts 20:32).
ii. 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 – expounds on points of comfort – the transforming gospel provides strength/protection to endure, produces life in the Corinthians, and will in turn strengthen them the same.
iii. No other message possesses such life-force. It is only the apostles’ doctrine, which is the gospel of Christ.
B. Their Tradition
a. Tradition – paradosis – “as an action handing down or over” (ALGNT)
i. “as teachings about ways of doing things that are handed down from generation to generation tradition…as Christian doctrine handed down teaching, instruction, tradition” (ibid.)
ii. The word/concept of “tradition” conjures thoughts and feelings of warmth, familiarity, stability, belonging, relationship, etc.
1. Not all are equal – Matthew 15:1-3 – one can understand the unrest of the Pharisees, yet knowing their values were perverted.
b. The apostles’ doctrine is the church’s tradition – 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 – truth, gospel, traditions.
i. Consider the significance – the biblical corpus is the product of “handing down” – from God, to Christ, to the Holy Spirit, to the apostles, to the churches/individuals, to us.
ii. Authoritative – 2 Thessalonians 3:6 – not a take it or leave it tradition, but a tradition nonetheless.
iii. Connection to Christ – 1 Corinthians 11:1-2 – the imitation of Paul as he imitates Christ is one and the same as the implementation of the traditions he had delivered.
c. The concept of tradition carries weight:
i. People do not simply adopt traditions; their lives are shaped by the traditions which they adopt.
ii. Tradition knits hearts together – bonds are not only formed between a person and the tradition, but between the collective people who are a part of the same tradition. (It forms community) (cf. Acts 2:42, 44)
iii. Jude 3-4 – this text is not simply about technical error, or the breaking of law, nor is it a cold consideration of defending truth.
1. (v. 3a) – His initial desire for writing reflects the richness of shared tradition (that which is handed down) – COMMON SALVATION.
2. (v. 3b) – His purpose in writing reflects the grave offense of such sacred tradition being vandalized – contend for what was delivered (i.e. tradition).
3. (v. 4) – The reason for the exhortation involves men who are outsiders to the tradition. They have no respect for it but treat it as common. They pervert it, and such cannot be tolerated.
d. God designed the truth to be generationally transmitted and implemented – Ephesians 3:20-21
i. “as teachings about ways of doing things that are handed down from generation to generation” (ALGNT)
ii. What God does in our lives through the power of the Spirit in the gospel – the apostles’ doctrine – is meant to bring glory to Him throughout generations unto eternity.
iii. God’s design is that truth continues to be handed down, and the traditions upheld to His glory.
iv. We need to cultivate the attitude toward the apostles’ doctrine as a dearly loved tradition.
C. Their Fellowship
a. The early activity of the church is generalized with the word “fellowship,” and explained by the foundation of “the apostles’ doctrine” – Acts 2:42
i. Apostolic teaching brought all those who believed together into a community who belonged to the Christ – (vv. 41, 44, 46-47)
ii. “fellowship” – koinōnia – “fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation, contact” (THAYER)
iii. “breaking of bread, and in prayers” – two specific aspects of fellowship.
iv. (vv. 44-45) – benevolence is another.
v. Jews within the first century were more diverse than we might initially imagine:
1. Acts 2:5-6 – nationality and language.
2. Social – Gender, financial.
3. Sects – Essenes, Sadducees, Pharisees, Zealots, Herodians
4. Yet the Jews who were taught the apostles’ doctrine, and devoted themselves to it were one – Acts 2:46; 4:32; 5:12
b. John demonstrates that fellowship is the result of the apostles’ doctrine – 1 John 1:1-3, 7
i. (v. 1) – contains an essential qualification for the apostles. (cf. Acts 1:21-22)
ii. (v. 2) – shows the purpose for which Jesus chose them from among the greater group of disciples and named them apostles. (cf. Luke 6:13).
iii. (v. 3) – shows the result of their witnessing and declaring – fellowship with the apostles (“us”) – fellowship with the Father and the Son.
1. “fellowship with us” – this is significant – 1 John 4:4-6 – you (faithful readers), they (erring apostates), we (apostles – those who have the Spirit of God).
2. “our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ” – i.e. our ministry is the only one which is of the Father and the Son.
c. The apostles’ doctrine, with Christ as the cornerstone, is the foundation of the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is a picture of fellowship with God and between His people – Ephesians 2:19-22
i. (v. 19) – fellowship between the people – household of God.
ii. (v. 20) – basis for fellowship.
iii. (vv. 21-22) – purpose for this community – dwelling place of God, fellowship with God.
iv. The moment we deviate from the apostles’ doctrine is the moment we cease being the household of God and His dwelling place and instead become profane ruins with which God has no part.
D. Their Hope
a. The introductory greetings in the epistle to the Thessalonians parallels as a commentary on Acts 2:42, but with the addition of the hope introduced through the apostles’ doctrine:
i. 1 Thessalonians 1:5 – the significance of the apostles’ doctrine – 2:13 – the effectual word of God, not men.
ii. 1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 – “fellowship” – they were followers of the apostles.
iii. 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 – their dramatic turn, noticed by many in every place, displayed great hope in contrast of prior aimlessness (cf. 1 Peter 1:18 – “aimless conduct”).
iv. The apostles’ doctrine is what gave them truth, purpose, and hope. (cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 – “everlasting consolation and good hope”)
b. Peter wrote to encourage growth in the brethren – 2 Peter 3:18
i. This growth in knowledge would promote hope – 2 Peter 1:5, 10-11
ii. This growth in knowledge would be based in the apostles’ doctrine – 2 Peter 1:16-21; 3:1-2
1. (vv. 16-18) – eyewitness of His majesty with which He would return. (“power and coming”)
2. (vv. 19-21) – the prophetic word gives light in the darkness of a world promoting sin and fostering doubt. (Like the false teachers.
3. (3:1-2) – apostles’ doctrine on plane with the prophetic word.
iii. This growth in the apostles’ doctrine leads to blamelessness, stability, and assurance at the Lord’s coming – 2 Peter 3:14-18
c. As some questioned Paul’s ministry and accused him of dishonesty, his defense was the trustworthiness of the gospel promise – 2 Corinthians 1:15-22
i. (vv. 19-20) – the gospel promises are reliable – what Jesus Christ proclaims as a hope to the world through promise is Yes – a certainty.
ii. (vv. 21-22) – the apostles’ doctrine is reliable as they are anointed by God and sealed by the Spirit.
d. “Go with God, Hold fast His mighty hand, thruout the day; His grace your heart sustain, His pow'r relieve your pain, Your prayer be not in vain, as you travel His way.   In spite of all the lies, that some may hurl, Christ is the only hope of all the world” (“God Bless You, Go with God”)
i. It is the apostles’ doctrine through which this hope is secured, sustained, and realized.
Conclusion
1. When the church was established the members “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42).
2. This was no mere preference, nor was it the doctrine of their devotion because it was the only one at that moment.
3. Their devotion to the apostles’ doctrine was because it was Christ’s doctrine, that upon which the church was built, what Jesus died for, what God planned in eternity and handed down through the Spirit.
4. The apostles’ doctrine is the pinnacle of the inspired revelation of God’s will and the history of those who truly belong to Him. If all understood this and appreciated it, this is the only doctrine that would be desired.
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