Prophet, Priest, and King – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Prophet, Priest, and King
Hebrews 1:1-4
Introduction
1. “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” (Romans 10:4)
a. Christ – “one who has been anointed, symbolizing appointment to a task” (ALGNT)
i. Two major anointed offices under the Old Testament point to THE anointed one:
1. Priest – Exodus 30:30
2. King – 1 Samuel 2:10
ii. A third major appointed role, not literally anointed with oil:
1. Prophet – Amos 7:14-15 – Called to go prophesy, the word of the Lord came to them.
2. Elisha anointed (but as a successor to Elijah) – 1 Kings 19:16
3. Psalm 105:15 – reference to the patriarchs but parallels the two – spokesmen of God anointed in the sense of being chosen by Him.
iii. Three major offices all pointed to THE anointed one, Jesus the Christ.
b. End – telos – “as a goal toward which movement is being directed outcome, end (result), purpose” (ALGNT)
i. The importance of each of these roles could not have been overemphasized to the people who lived within the Old Covenant.
ii. However, their greatest importance was not experienced in their present but was aiming toward future perfect fulfilment.
2. The prophets, priests, and kings of the nation of Israel were three shadows cast by one preeminent figure – Jesus Christ.
a. The prophets brought God to the people through revelation.
b. The priests brought the people to God by serving at the altar, providing atonement and reconciliation.
c. The kings brought God’s rule over the people as His vice-regents.
d. These three converge in Jesus in ways unimaginable to those who lived under the Old Covenant – 1 Corinthians 2:9 – We are blessed to know, both by revelation and relationship – 1 Peter 1:12
3. This warrants our careful study and meditation on Christ as the goal toward which these offices moved – Hebrews 1:1-4 – shows He fulfills all three together.
I. Prophet (vv. 1-2a)
A. “God…has in these last days spoken to us by His Son” (vv. 1-2a).
a. NOTE: Hebrews 1 primarily deals with the superiority of Christ over the prophets and angels – both messengers of God, emphasizing that the word spoken through the Son is superior to the Old Covenant, and to give earnest heed – Hebrews 2:1-4
B. The Superiority of His Revelation
a. Preeminence
i. Hebrews 1:2 – heirship connected with His creative agency.
ii. His being heir is indicative of His preeminent place in the universe – Colossians 1:15-16
1. Firstborn (the rightful heir) – (v. 16) – explains how, for by Him things were created.
2. For Him – His glory
3. “He is not inheriting what he has not been connected with. He inherits what he himself made.” (Guthrie, Tyndale Commentary)
iii. He speaks not by mere appointment, but with firsthand creative knowledge – Job 38:1-4 – Jesus not only was there, but He was the one through whom God laid the foundations.
b. Divine Nature
i. Hebrews 1:3 – He is God, but more specifically here He is the perfect revelation of God in Himself.
ii. Colossians 2:9 – fullness of the Godhead bodily.
iii. John 1:14, 18 – behold the glory of God through Jesus.
iv. 2 Corinthians 4:6 – knowledge of the glory of God in His face.
v. Prophets often became a part of the revelation themselves – cf. Hosea 1:2
1. Jesus’ life itself acts as a revelation of the person of God – John 12:37-41 (arm of the Lord, saw His glory); John 14:8-11
c. Providential Care
i. Prophets were separate from the performance of their message – i.e. they only spoke what God gave them, but it was God that granted power to the message.
ii. Hebrews 1:3 – upholding all things by the word of His power.
1. Upholding – pherō – “to ‘bear’ or carry” (STRONG); “1 to bear or carry from one place to another; 3 to cause to follow a certain course in direction or conduct” (BDAG)
a. “He upholds and moves all things toward the goal God had in mind when He created.” (Reese, 5)
b. “Implies also the ‘bearing’ of all things toward a goal.” (King, 58)
2. I.e. He not only reveals God’s eternal will, but is active in the universe to bring about its fulfillment, including His active providence in the lives of men to bring them under the direction of the truth revealed.
iii. Isaiah 55:10-11 – Jesus is not only revealer, but the power that ensures the efficacy of His revelation.
iv. Former prophets couldn’t even live to see the fulfillment of their message – Zechariah 1:5-6
II. Priest (v. 3c)
A. “He had by Himself purged our sins” (v. 3c).
B. The Superiority of His Priesthood
a. Ministry
i. Levitical priesthood – Isaiah 28:7-8 (inebriated, literally, and through man’s wisdom – cf. Leviticus 10:8-11); Ezekiel 22:26 (no distinction between holy and common); Micah 3:11 (teach for pay); etc.
1. Hebrews 7:26-27 – Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.
2. Jesus is everything the Old Testament priests were not but should have been in serving in closest proximity to their holy God.
ii. Hebrews 9:1, 9-12 – The priesthood of Levi served a mere copy and shadow, but Christ is the true substance, serving in the true Holiest of All with the sacrifice offering true atonement.
b. Sacrifice
i. Hebrews 7:27 – where the Old Testament priests had to offer up sacrifices for their own impurity, Christ offered Himself through His own sinless purity for the sins of all others.
ii. Hebrews 10:1-4, 11-14 – their sacrifices reminded of sins and were daily offered, where Jesus’ sacrifice took sins away, and was sufficient for all time in its singularity.
c. Intercession
i. The priests could relate to the people, and aid them in their struggles through instruction of God’s law, as well as the gifts and sacrifices offered – Hebrews 5:1-3
1. They represent access to God for the people – Exodus 28:29; Zechariah 3:6-7
ii. These priests died, and were replaced (even when a good one served, it was limited), but Jesus’ availability is eternal – Hebrews 7:23-25
iii. Jesus’ intercession is perfect, and is available to equip us at any time to overcome – Hebrews 4:14-16
III. King (vv. 3d-4)
A. “sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (v. 3d).
a. A reference to His action and position after His incarnation and ascension.
b. He sat down, finishing His work as a high priest (cf. Hebrews 10:11-12), but He sat down as the conquering King (cf. Acts 2:30, 34-36).
B. The Superiority of His Rule
a. Eternal
i. Hebrews 1:8a, 10-12 – His throne is an eternal one, because He is the eternal One.
1. Psalm 146:3-4 – Human rulers are subject to frailty and death and are not to be relied upon.
2. Matthew 16:16-21 – Jesus, who is God, established His kingdom, and death could not keep Him from doing so.
ii. The book of kings is filled with the back and forth of those who sought God’s will and the good of the people being succeeded by wicked rulers.
1. Hezekiah did what was right, and Manasseh his son reversed it – 2 Kings 18:1, 3-4; 21:1-3
2. God took their king away – Hosea 13:9-11
3. Today, there are many who suffer from constant anxiety due to the ebb and flow of political leaders.
4. Their trust is misplaced.
iii. 1 Timothy 6:13-16 – Paul encouraged Timothy to be faithful to the rule of King Jesus because He is immortal, holy, and will return.
1. There is no waiting Him out, as Joseph and Mary waited for Herod to die to return from Egypt.
2. However, there is no failure with Him through mortality – Romans 9:33 – will not be put to shame, or disappointed through misplaced trust.
b. Righteous
i. Hebrews 1:8-9 – He is the epitome of a king. The perfect King who does everything and more that a king should do.
ii. Israel had abusive and manipulative kings who took advantage of their position of power for unjust gain – Micah 3:1-3
iii. Even David, who is described as one after God’s heart, and is the standard for good kings in the Old Testament, abused his position – 2 Samuel 12:7-9
iv. A description of the reign of the Messiah – Isaiah 32:1-8 – He will be righteous, and a protector and provider (vv. 1-4); there will be a reversal of Isaiah 5:20 (vv. 5-8 – the Messiah makes sure righteousness is upheld, and evil is condemned).
v. A King we should trust who never changes – Hebrews 13:8
c. Victorious
i. Hebrews 1:9, 13 – the oil of gladness speaks of the joy of victory, and His reign is victorious, and will be so in the end.
ii. He is a King who can truly guarantee victory.
iii. He is a King who ensures victory through His own valiant effort in entering the fight – Hebrews 2:10-15 – He is the captain who led the charge to defeat Satan and death by experiencing it Himself.
iv. Hebrews 6:19-20 – He is the forerunner who paved the path to heaven for us to follow.
v. There is victory in King Jesus – Romans 8:37; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Revelation 5:9-10, 12-13
IV. The Uniting of the Three Offices
A. Prophet – Deuteronomy 18:15 – Him you shall hear.
B. Priest – Zechariah 3:8-9 – Sins forgiven in one day. (ultimate day of atonement)
C. King – Psalm 2:4-6 – Yhwh’s king, the Messiah, is set in Zion.
D. “Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet, and Priest, and King!...Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of His excellent greatness; Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in joyful song.” (Praise Him! Praise Him!)
Conclusion – The blessing of Christ is immeasurable. Praise God that we have guidance through our Prophet, atonement and access through our High Priest, and righteous rule and protection by our Almighty King.


1

