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Entering Into the Labors of Others
John 4:34-38
Introduction
1. Each individual, family, congregation, etc. should be aware of the foundation on which they stand, and how it got there.
2. Progress is always prefaced by the hard work of others, and its potential is often determined by the awareness and acknowledgment of this fact.
3. After Jesus planted the seed in the heart of the Samaritan woman, He impressed this lesson on the hearts of His disciples – John 4:34-48
I. The Will and Work of God
A. We Must Remember Our Mission
a. Jesus had a one-track mind in the sense that everywhere He went, He simply sought opportunity for His Father’s glory – this is demonstrated in the account of Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman.
i. They were simply “passing through” Samaria on their way to Galilee.
ii. However, Jesus found opportunity in Samaria because He was looking for it.
b. The disciples were sidetracked with the mundane matters of life – seeking food – but when they found Jesus, He disrupted their distraction with spiritually sobering words – John 4:27, 31-34
i. ““It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” (Matthew 4:4)
ii. “and to finish HIS WORK” – pride prevention – not about making a name, making a showing, but doing His work. (cf. 1 Samuel 15:12, 17 – Saul made a monument for himself after victory over Amalek, no longer little in his eyes.)
B. This Mission Must Consume Us
a. When Jesus cleansed the temple – “His disciples remembered that it was written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME.” (John 2:17, NASB)
b. Our admiration for the saints of old whose lives were all about the will of God must translate to imitation.
i. Our distracted modern perspective of life can subconsciously pass these accounts off as ancient tales of bygone ways.
ii. However, we must view them as parts of God’s eternal mission and work which continues today and includes us.
II. Entering Into the Labors of Others
A. We Reap the Labors of Others
a. Our society is obsessed with making excuses, and pointing the finger at the privileged who did not “earn” their possessions, and opportunities.
i. There are not a people, or an individual who has their beginning in a vacuum.
ii. Everyone has some sort of aid, or “head start.”
b. Jesus spoke of this with His disciples – John 4:35 – the typical idea is that you sow, and then there is time to wait for harvest, but the harvest is already here.
i. The disciples are called to work – John 4:38 – but their call is to reap the benefits for which others labored and work them accordingly.
c. “lift up your eyes and look” (v. 35)
i. See the blessings – a congregation standing firm on the foundation of truth despite attacks from Satan, Christ-centered families, spiritual bonds, legacies of men and women of faith which have shaped our thinking and conduct.
ii. See the opportunities – Ephesians 5:15-16 – what great opportunities exist because of the hard work of others before us?
iii. See with gratitude – Deuteronomy 6:10-12; Psalm 105:1-6
B. We Enter into the Labors of Others
a. “others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.” (John 4:38)
b. Ecclesiastes 2:18-21 – let us not be the fool that spoils the labors of others that we inherited.
c. The work is not finished, it is simply left to others – Acts 20:18-21, 25-35 – Paul to Ephesian elders about his labor they would be reaping from.
i. Example – (vv. 18-19, 33-35) – consider, and do likewise – humility, righteousness, servitude, endurance, benevolence, generosity, compassion, zeal.
ii. Teaching – (vv. 20-21, 25-27, 32) – do not despise it, do not forget it, do not take for granted, learn it, know it, meditate on it, live it, repeat it, GROW.
iii. Warning – (vv. 28-31) – strength, peace, success are all ingredients for Satan’s operation, heed the warnings, repeat them, be vigilant.
III. Fellowship and Joy of Sowers and Reapers
A. The Work Has Different Stages and Roles
a. John 4:37 – one sows, another reaps – distinction, but equal necessity.
b. In any project there are various roles filled, each working together to produce something greater than each individually is able.
c. Projects also have different stages to them. Each may differ in their way but are dependent on what was prior.
d. David did great things for God, but Solomon built the temple – 1 Kings 8:17-21 – “I have filled the position of my father David…and I have built a temple for the name of the Lord God of Israel” (v. 20)
i. But it was still the throne of David which Solomon occupied.
B. The Work is One
a. “Now he who plants and he who waters are one” (1 Corinthians 3:8) – because the work is one.
b. There is fellowship between the sowers and reapers – John 4:36-37
c. Too often, pride and bitterness and envy separate people in their efforts simply due to the different times in which they were born – God sees the work as one:
i. Jeroboam instituted idolatry when the kingdom divided, and from that time forward wicked kings were described as having “walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin.” (1 Kings 15:34)
ii. David was a man after God’s own heart, and succeeding kings were measured by him – “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 15:11)
d. Christians enter the spiritual work of those who were engaged from long ago – Hebrews 12:22-24 – indicative of all saints of all times.
e. The prophecy of the messianic kingdom sees a great abundance of spiritual prosperity, success, and blessings each overtaking one another with grandeur like none other, all by God’s grace – Amos 9:13
i. We should esteem ourselves properly and be thankful and diligent in the work – cf. Romans 12:3 – not too high, not too low.
C. The Sowers and Reapers will Rejoice Together in Eternity
a. Sowers/reapers receive eternal wages in which they rejoice together – John 4:36
b. Not separated, but there is a sharing – Hebrews 11:39-40
c. As we continue in the work of others that finished their race, we can be assured that we will all go together into the joy of our Lord – 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18
i. “To the work! to the work! in the strength of the Lord, And a robe and a crown shall our labor reward; When the home of the faithful our dwelling shall be, And we shout with the ransomed, "Salvation is free!"” (“To the Work,” #508)
IV. Laboring for Those Who Will Follow Us
A. We Must Have Generational Foresight
a. It is God’s will for His people to look beyond their generation to the next – cf. Genesis 18:19 – part of what God saw and valued in Abraham was this generational foresight.
i. “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:39)
ii. Deuteronomy 29:14-15; 30:19-20 – generational focus in covenantal context.
b. John 4:38 – the reason we have reaping now is because of generations before us who acted with generational intent.
c. Our indebtedness and gratitude toward the generations before us must be acted upon by “paying it forward.”
i. The comforts, advantages, and protections provided by those before us should not settle us in complacency but sharpen our vigilance and zeal.
ii. Israel was given Canaan according to the Lord’s promise but disobeyed the command to drive out the inhabitants – Judges 2:2-3 – “thorns in your side…gods shall be a snare…” – primarily to their children!
iii. The people were faithful in the days of Joshua – Judges 2:7, 10-11 – but the following generation was not.
B. We Must Pray for More Laborers
a. Jesus saw the great need for the work, and also the greatness of the work itself, and urged His disciples to pray for laborers – Matthew 9:35-38
b. David nearing his end, and thinking of the work being carried on by the people, his son at the helm – 1 Chronicles 29:16-19
i. May we, as David, do all we can to provide for the future work of the Lord, and pray fervently to God that our children, and their children, will fix their hearts toward God, and continue the work!
Conclusion – Let us be aware of the nature of our labors, its connection to those who went before us, and proceed with the diligence, care, and reverence that it calls for.
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