Sowing the Seed of the Kingdom – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
Sowing the Seed of the Kingdom
1 Corinthians 3:5-17
Introduction
1. The marching orders of the great commission reach out to each and every disciple – Matthew 28:18-20
2. Too often the Christian is paralyzed by various factors, and the work of evangelism is neglected.
3. Spreading the gospel to others should be a fundamental part of our lives.
4. Paul’s words concerning his work as a minister of the gospel provide great insight into the work of sowing the seed of the kingdom – 1 Corinthians 3:5-17
I. The Power
A. “So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.” (v. 7)
B. Mere Ministers and Simple Stewards
a. The Corinthians had divided among teachers – 1 Corinthians 1:12-13; 3:4
i. They are not in opposition, but united in their efforts – 3:8
b. To combat this carnal idea, Paul emphasized what they actually were:
i. Ministers – 3:5-7 – diakonos – a servant.
1. Of God – (v. 9) – we are God’s workers.
2. Of others – (vv. 5, 21-23) – the Corinthians believed through the service of their work.
3. Conclusion – (vv. 6-7) – the minister is nothing, but God is the power.
ii. Stewards – 4:1-6 – oikonomos – a household manager, one entrusted with what belongs to another.
1. The message is God’s – (v. 1)
2. Answer to God – (vv. 2-4) – will be judged.
a. Need to be prepared – Ephesians 6:15; 1 Peter 3:15
3. Consider what is written – (vv. 5-6) – rather than be preoccupied with meaningless, superficial and carnal things. (Both for the teachers and the listeners.
c. When I sow the seed, I need to maintain the proper perspective about myself – 1:26, 30-31
C. The Power is of God in the Gospel
a. The seed is the word – Luke 8:11 – God gives increase to it – (v. 7) (cf. Isaiah 55:10-11)
b. The message of the cross is the power of God – 1:18, 23-25; 2:2, 5
c. When I sow the seed, I need to trust in its power to work – Romans 1:15-16
II. The Foundation
A. “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (v. 11)
B. The Foundation of Jesus Christ
a. Though the power is God’s, as a ministers and stewards of the gospel we still must reach out to the lost with it – cf. Romans 10:13-15; Mark 16:15
b. Many claim to be ministers of the gospel, but they use tricks and gimmicks, worldly wisdom and watered down messages.
c. There is only one foundation upon which God’s people are built – (v. 11)
i. 1:17-18, 20-21; 2:1-5 – the message of the cross, not with wisdom of words – simplicity in the sense of only preaching what the message contains.
1. Synecdoche – he is not saying that the death, burial, and resurrection is the only thing we teach.
2. The cross is central, but there are connected matters essential for the salvation of the soul which must be explained.
ii. Apostles, prophets, Christ the cornerstone – Ephesians 2:19-22 (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:37 – writings are the Lord’s’ commands)
C. Wise Workers
a. Paul is a wise builder due to his determination to only preach the gospel – (vv. 10-11)
i. “let each one take heed how he builds on it” (v. 10)
ii. Example – Apollos – (v. 8) – one with Paul because his message was the same – the gospel.
iii. Not laying a new foundation – 1:17; 2:1; Galatians 1:6-9
1. (vv. 16-17) – to deviate from the gospel is to defile the building and be destroyed for doing so. (Cf. Galatians 5:7-10)
iv. Building on the same foundation – Ephesians 2:20-22
b. I need to realize that my responsibility is to simply plant and/or water – cf. Colossians 4:4
i. It is not my job to determine what the message is.
ii. It is not my job to make the message work.
iii. It is not my job to make the recipient obey.
III. The Result
A. “the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.” (v. 13)
B. The Testing of Materials
a. Paul speaks about the differing materials of each one’s work in building – (vv. 12-13)
i. Cannot be different approaches to teaching.
1. One foundation – (v. 11)
2. If burned, still saved – (v. 15)
3. If defiled through differing teaching, destroyed, judged – (vv. 16-17; 4:2, 5)
ii. What are the materials?
b. The Christians are the building – (v. 9)
c. The testing by fire reveals the materials – (v. 13) (Whether the Day of judgment or the day of fiery trial)
d. The minister/steward will be saved if he himself endures the fire – (v. 15)
e. The materials are the hearts in response to the gospel – Matthew 13:18-23
i. Wayside – (v. 19) – no response.
ii. Stoney – (vv. 20-21) – shallow faith, falls away.
iii. Thorny – (v. 22) – distracted, deceived, word choked.
iv. Good – (v. 23) – honest, endures and bears fruit.
v. The parable of the sower speaks to the hearts of those receiving the truth, not to the one sowing.
f. I cannot avoid teaching others about the gospel because I’m afraid they won’t accept it, or that they won’t remain faithful.
g. God will not judge me for whether another accepts the truth, but for whether I give it to them when I have opportunity – James 4:17 
IV. The Reward
A. “he will receive a reward…he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” (vv. 14-15)
B. The Reward of Enduring Work
a. The reward vs. suffering loss cannot pertain to our own salvation:
i. Based on the endurance of materials – (v. 13) – the converts.
ii. Suffering loss is contrasted with personal salvation – (v. 15)
b. Paul’s attitude concerning those he wished to convert:
i. Acts 26:28-29 – intense desire for all men to experience what he had experienced through the gospel.
ii. Romans 9:1-3; 10:1 – such intensity expressed with the willingness to trade places if possible.
c. Paul’s view of those he did convert, and the blessings experienced from such – Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 (cf. 3 John 4)
d. Paul’s view concerning those he converted falling away – “suffer loss” – Philippians 2:16; 1 Thessalonians 3:5; Galatians 4:11, 19-20
e. We must realize that there is immense joy, and disappointing heartbreak in evangelism. However, the “victories” eclipse the disappointments.
i. Also, experiencing both is to share with the Lord – how often was He rejected and disappointed by others?
C. The Reward of Personal Salvation
a. The devil wants us to think that we place our souls in jeopardy by reaching out to everyone with the gospel – what if they don’t listen? What if they obey only to fall away fast? What if they obey only to fall away eventually?
i. We must follow up with teaching – Matthew 28:19-20
ii. However, the rest is up to them!
b. Though great disappointment comes when souls reject the gospel, if we endure we will be saved – (v. 15)
Conclusion
1. We must realize it is the duty of each disciple to tell others about the gospel when opportunity arises.
2. When these opportunities arise to sow the seed of the kingdom, we must remember that the power to convert belongs to God, the foundation must be Jesus Christ, only time will tell concerning the quality of hearts, and there is great reward to be gleaned, including our own salvation through faithfulness to God’s work.
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