God’s Grace in This Place – Outline by Jeremiah Cox
God’s Grace in This Place
What will God’s grace look like at the Oakmont church of Christ?
Acts 11:23
Introduction
1. At a pivotal moment in the early history of the Lord’s church, God’s grace worked and shined forth, drawing unlikely people together, strengthening the church, and producing exponential growth.
a. God granted the Gentiles repentance to life – Acts 11:18
b. Jewish brethren sent to encourage Gentile converts in Antioch – Acts 11:19-26
2. Notice what Barnabas saw when he arrived at Antioch – Acts 11:23 – the grace of God.
a. What he saw was undeniable, but not merely subjective, nor was it mystical.
b. He found disciples of Christ – Acts 11:20-21, 26 – evidence that these people had turned their lives over to King Jesus, and were following His teaching, and imitating His leading example – He found people who were Christ followers, Christians.
3. What does God’s grace look like among His people? How does it affect us? How can we know it’s working in this place? What will God’s grace look like at the Oakmont church of Christ?
I. God’s Grace Will Be Defended
A. The incredible saving power of God’s grace was immediately attacked by Satan – Acts 11:1-3
a. (v. 2) – these were well meaning brethren that Satan used.
b. (v. 4) – Peter realized his responsibility to defend the grace of God and explained what had happened.
c. Objective facts were presented and explained leading to inescapable conclusions which had to be accepted – Acts 11:17-18 – who was I to withstand God, silence, acceptance.
d. The account presents an object lesson on how and when Satan works, and how God’s people should always be vigilant and ready, even when positive things are happening.
B. It was “the word of [God’s] grace” (Acts 20:32) being attacked, and the same word which prevailed against human wisdom (cf. Acts 11:2-3).
C. God’s grace is assaulted when His word is changed, and with that same word (cf. Ephesians 6:17) it must be defended – Jude 3-4
D. When the doctrine of Christ is taught, upheld, and defended, God and His grace is at work – 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 – not of flesh, mighty in God, bringing thoughts subject to God.
a. Is it too negative, unwelcoming, narrow-minded, etc.?
b. When the truth is spoken in love it is of God and His grace!
II. God’s Grace Will Convert Souls
A. The grace of God which Barnabas saw is directly related to the conversions by God’s grace in Antioch – Acts 11:19-21
a. God’s grace worked in the same way it did for those Jews (cf. Acts 15:11) – (vv. 19-20) – these men who heard the word on Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:5, 10) preached the same word to the Gentiles in Antioch.
b. God and His grace were active through His word, and people turned to the Lord – (v. 21)
i. Turned (epistrephō) = converted (cf. Acts 3:19) = Repent and be baptized (cf. Acts 2:38).
ii. To the Lord – the One with supreme authority, to do His will (cf. Luke 6:46).
B. God’s grace is at work when the gospel is proclaimed, and when souls obey it! – Matthew 28:18-20
a. Make disciples – this is not salvation described as some passive reception, but as a change of life, and devotion to Christ.
b. Baptizing them – what is necessary to be saved – Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21
c. Teaching them – God’s grace must be understood holistically – i.e. it is not merely active in the initial forgiveness, but in transformation.
C. God’s grace works to convert souls through people who have been changed by it – Acts 11:19-20, 24-26 – we will know God’s grace is active if we are working to turn people to the Lord.
III. God’s Grace Will Lead to Spiritual Growth
A. The Jerusalem congregation sent Barnabas to aid the new church in Antioch – Acts 11:22-23
a. He saw the evidence of God’s grace.
b. God’s grace acted through him (v. 24) by his encouragement for these new Christians to purpose their heart toward continuing with the Lord.
B. If God’s grace is embraced, and therefore active in the lives of His people, those people will not be stagnant but will have a consistent upward trajectory toward the standard of Christ – Ephesians 4:7-13 – “gifts” is a term of grace.
C. A key to understanding how God’s grace operates, and what it looks like among God’s people, is to know that it is not for passive observation, but active participation – 1 Peter 5:12 (“Stand firm in it!” NASB); 2 Peter 3:18
D. God’s grace teaches and transforms – Titus 2:11-14
E. A new day means an opportunity by God’s grace to embrace it, and grow from this point forward – Lamentations 3:22-24, 40-42
IV. God’s Grace Will Be Magnified in the Assembly
A. When Barnabas saw God’s grace and encouraged the brethren to continue with the Lord, he acted in their interest by seeking Paul – Acts 11:25-26 – the Holy Spirit tells us a large part of Paul and Barnabas’ work was in assembling with the saints.
B. The goodness of God, and His tremendous grace among His people sounds forth within the assembly of saints, convicting hearts, and encouraging faithfulness – Psalm 73
a. (vv. 1-3) – the struggle.
b. (vv. 12-14) – the doubt.
c. (vv. 15-17) – the blessing of going before God.
d. (vv. 25-26) – the renewed devotion and zeal.
C. It is God’s will that His grace would be magnified through His people – Ephesians 2:4-7 – the worship assembly is a significant place that this is accomplished.
D. Involved in the spiritual sacrifices offered by the people of God is the proclamation of His praises – 1 Peter 2:4-5, 9-10 – i.e. the sounding forth of His grace!
E. The earthly assembly foreshadows the heavenly, which is an eternal glorification of God and the telling of His grace – Revelation 4:11; 5:12-13
V. God’s Grace Will Lead to Enduring Trials
A. Immediately following great blessing came the ominous warning of great trial – Acts 11:27-28
a. Prior to that famine that would come, Peter and James were shut in prison by an evil king – Acts 12:1-4 – James was murdered, and Peter kept (v. 5).
B. It is God’s will that we experience these hardships. Not because He wants us to feel abandoned, but He wants us to know the true love of a Father – Hebrews 12:5-11
C. The trial that is met with faith, and an appeal to God’s grace leads to tremendous growth, and that by God’s grace – Romans 5:3-5; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
D. It must be understood that a desire for God’s grace is an invitation for trials. We must expect them, we must welcome them, and then we will experience God’s grace as we turn to Him in the midst of them!
VI. God’s Grace Will Grant Victory Over Satan
A. The brethren prayed fervently for Peter while he was in prison, and God miraculously delivered him by use of an angel. Peter told the brethren what happened, and told them to tell others too – Acts 12:11, 16-17
a. Later, the king, Herod, through which Satan worked in attacking the church, received judgment from God – Acts 12:21-24 – the juxtaposition of this account with Peter’s imprisonment and release, and the acknowledgment of the growth of God’s word is significant.
b. God is showing us through this account that no matter what attempt Satan makes to destroy us, he will be defeated and we will gain victory!
B. If we are faithful, and continue to appeal to God, relying on Him and His strength instead of ourselves, we are assured of victory – Romans 8:31-39
Conclusion
1. When Barnabas came to Antioch, he saw the grace of God (Acts 11:23).
2. If we see these things at the Oakmont church of Christ we will be experiencing the activity of God’s grace in this place.
3. If we give attention and application to the word of His grace, God will fill this local work with His grace to His glory!
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