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The Church Jesus Built
Matthew 16:18
Introduction
1. Jesus said He would build His church – Matthew 16:18
2. This statement and its surrounding context is filled with specificity:
a. His intention is to lead His disciples to a distinctive conviction concerning His identity – (vv. 13-16) – contrast with what others think, and with what they know based on provided evidence.
b. His response to Peter’s confession demonstrates that it is true based on objective revelation – (v. 17)
c. His following statement concerning the construction of His church bears the same marks of specificity – (v. 18) – I/My (the identity Peter acknowledged, v. 16), church (singular – unique, one of one).
d. His further point to Peter joins the kingdom and the church as one institution – (v. 19)
3. One would imagine that something as highly anticipated as the eternal prophetic kingdom of the Messiah would be identifiable, and it is.
4. Jesus said He would build His church, and He did. THE church built by THE Christ, THE Son of THE living God has specific markers of identity. Consider the church that Jesus built.
I. Was Built During Pentecost After His Resurrection
A. Jesus would build, death would not keep Him from it, nor destroy the church – Matthew 16:18
a. “gates of Hades” – Isaiah 38:10 (Hezekiah concerning God extending his life) (same phrase in LXX) – the realm of the dead, and the imprisoning power of death.
b. Interestingly, Jesus would taste death – cf. Acts 20:28 – the church of God was purchased with His blood.
c. Messianic prophecy – Psalm 16:10 – His soul not left in the realm of the dead, His body not to decay.
i. Death would not keep the Messiah from building His church.
ii. In His resurrection He is made master over death – Hebrews 2:14-15 – gates of Hades will not prevail against His church.
B. Jesus spoke of the kingdom/church as being close during His ministry – Mark 9:1
a. Jesus would die before the kingdom came, but some Jews who highly anticipated the Messianic kingdom would not.
b. “not taste death” – provides an unmistakable marker of time.
c. “present with power” – provides an unmistakable marker of phenomenon.
C. After His proven resurrection, Jesus spoke of the power with the kingdom as something to occur within days – Acts 1:4-8
a. “not many days from now” – “power…Holy Spirit” (cf. Mark 9:1)
D. Jesus built His church during the time of Pentecost, after His resurrection, during the lifetime of those He had spoken to in His ministry:
a. Acts 2:1-4 – Holy Spirit, Power (tongues)
b. Acts 2:22-28 – death and resurrection of Christ proclaimed.
c. Acts 2:34-35 – King takes His throne. (Kingdom)
d. Acts 2:47 – church in existence – built.
II. Was Built by the Divine Addition of Saved Souls
A. The Lord added the saved to the church – Acts 2:47
B. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Church – ekklēsia – “a calling out” (STRONG); “a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly” (THAYER)
a. Spiritual – 1 Peter 2:9-10 – called out of darkness into light.
b. Cf. Colossians 1:13-14 – delivered from darkness, conveyed into kingdom.
c. I.e. “the church” is the body of saved people – “the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven” (Hebrews 12:23).
C. The church Jesus built has a plan of salvation, which is the way He adds to His church today. What is this plan?
a. Acts 2:47 – saved added to the church.
b. Acts 2:40-41 – received word to be saved were baptized.
c. Acts 2:37-38 – repentance and baptism by the authority of King Jesus is the answer to the question of “what shall we do?”
d. Baptized into the one body, the church – 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:22-23
D. Christ’s plan for adding souls to the body of the saved, His church, is distinct:
a. Mark 16:15-16 – believes + baptized = saved
b. Infant baptism? – baptized = saved, then believe later?
c. Faith only? – believes = saved, then baptized later?
E. Every conversion account in the book of Acts has a person being baptized to be saved – “baptism doth also now save us” (1 Peter 3:21, KJV).
III. Was Built on the Foundation of Christ
A. Jesus’ statement about building His church followed Peter’s confession – Matthew 16:16-19
a. The whole context had to do with the identity of Jesus.
b. (vv. 13-15) – question of Jesus’ identity.
c. (v. 16) – confession of Jesus’ identity.
d. (v. 17) – source of revelation of Jesus’ identity.
e. (vv. 18-19) – relating such to the building of the church, and ongoing source of revelation (relating back to verse 17).
B. Paul would give the practical importance of this as the foundation of the church – 1 Corinthians 1:17; 2:2, 5; 3:11 – anything other than Christ as the foundation places faith in man’s wisdom and does not lead to the true building of God.
C. Members of the church are Christians – Acts 11:26 – not after any other name – 1 Corinthians 1:12-13
D. The foundation, the grounds on which the church exists and functions, the authority is Christ, and Himself through His apostles – Matthew 28:18; Matthew 16:19; 18:18
E. The foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ being the cornerstone – Ephesians 3:19-20
F. This is why the new kingdom/church continued under their king by continuing in the apostles’ doctrine – Acts 2:42
IV. Was Assigned Specific Work
A. The Builder’s work was spiritual, and the church is given His work to continue – John 4:34; Luke 19:10; Ephesians 1:22-23
B. The pattern of the New Testament, the apostles’ doctrine, clearly details the church being active in three general activities by the Lord’s decree:
a. Evangelism
i. The church extends the invitation to life in tandem with the Spirit – Revelation 22:17
ii. Acts 8:1-4 – the church was scattered, and they went everywhere preaching.
iii. Matthew 28:18-20 – Jesus’ marching orders are for disciples to make disciples.
b. Edification
i. Part of saving the lost is protecting saints from returning to the world and equipping them to save others from it.
ii. Christ equipped the church for self-edification – Ephesians 4:11-16
1. (v. 11) – revelation of truth.
2. (v. 12) – equipment for service.
3. (vv. 13, 15) – growth to be like Christ.
4. (v. 14) – maturing to discern truth from error.
5. (v. 16) – continuing edification – growth is edification, but such is meant for further edification.
iii. More than simply teaching, but applying, enforcing, providing accountability and encouragement – 1 Thessalonians 5:14-15
c. Benevolence
i. The New Testament reveals a pattern for financial aid to needy saints – 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 – the method of raising funds.
ii. There is an exclusivity to saints within the pattern – Romans 15:26-27
1. This involves physical matters, but by no means can be reduced to a physical work.
2. 2 Corinthians 9:12-15 – Paul gives emphasis to God’s wisdom in this work and provision for the spiritual health of the church.
V. Was Prescribed Specific Worship
A. Jesus spoke of the worship offered in His kingdom – John 4:24 – this differed from that of the Samaritans and the Jews – it speaks implicitly of a New Covenant (v. 21).
a. It is worship offered according to what God has required – truth.
b. It is worship offered with spiritual sincerity and activity – spirit.
B. When New Testament is examined, it becomes evident that the church Jesus built worshiped in specific ways as they were directed by His will:
a. Preaching – Acts 20:7
b. Prayer – Acts 2:42; 12:5
c. Singing – Ephesians 5:18-19
d. Lord’s Supper – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
e. Giving – 1 Corinthians 16:1-2
C. A great distinction between gods that are invented by men, and the eternal God who created man is the ability to prescribe worship.
a. The one and only living God has revealed His desire for worship.
b. These are the ways we can observe that the church Jesus built worshiped God.
Conclusion
1. Jesus said He would build His church, and He did. He also said this church would never be destroyed, and it hasn’t.
2. The church Jesus built still exists today, and it still carries on the work Jesus left it to.
3. If we so desire, we can identify that church and become a part of it by God’s grace.
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